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The Prince's Foundation for the Built Environment is an 
educational charity founded by HRH The Prince of Wales 
to improve the quality of people’s lives by teaching and 

practising timeless and ecological ways of planning, 
designing and building. We are one of 32 charities for 
which the Prince of Wales is President, together we 

comprise the largest multi-cause charitable enterprise in 
the United Kingdom.



The Prince’s Foundation

• Projects & Practice

• Design Theory and 
Development

• Education

• Policy, International Projects 
and Climate Change



The Projects and Practice Team

• A team of architects, urban  
designers and urban 
planners 

• Exemplar projects that 
facilitate sustainable 
strategies for growth 
throughout the UK and 
abroad 

-urban extensions

-urban infill

-new towns

-regional strategies



Our Enquiry by Design process

A three stage process:

• Inception

• Scoping

• 5 day workshop



Past projects – Sherford, Devon



Why the PFBE - our design principles

• Engender social interaction 

• Make places

• Allow movement logically and legibly

• Sustain land value

• Design using natural harmonics

• Build beautifully 



… twentieth-century cities suffer from various 
forms of monofunctional overexpansion, 
which creates chaos in terms of their 
structure, use and appearance. 

In addition, monofunctional
overexpansions cause serious imbalances 
between centre and periphery.

Leon Krier: Architecture. Choice or Fate 
1998 p88

Sustainable urban growth



Neighbourhood: The Five-Minute Pint Test

For a neighbourhood to feel 
walkable, many daily needs 
should be supplied within a five-

minute walk.



The transect: a tool for structuring traditional ur ban growth



Purpose of the South Hams Workshop

• To identify the most 
appropriate sites with local 
stakeholders, where future 
development can be located, 
which will form a sustainable 
pattern of growth in the 
district.

• To create a ‘loose fit’ – to 
identify the total supply of 
land required to 2026 and 
beyond.



South Hams Enquiry by Design 

• High level strategy, NOT 
detail design

• New deployment of EbD

• First time this approach has 
been adopted by a local 
authourity at such a high 
strategic level

• South Hams team will be 
supporting PFBE team –
local knowledge is essential

• This is a real opportunity for 
local people to have a 
tangible input into the site 
allocations process



Programme

8.45 am Registration
9.00 am Welcome and Introductions from 
South Hams District Council 
Session One
Presentation from Lee Bray, SHDC 
Presentation from Jason Syers, PFBE 
Design process, Jeremy Caulton, PFBE 
Tea break - 15min
Session Two
Your town/village followed by discussion
12.30 – 1.15pm Lunch 
Session Three 
Working Groups
Questions and Answers led by Jason Syers, 
PFBE 
5.00pm Close 


