Minutes of the Meeting of

SALCOMBE TOWN COUNCIL 

held in the Library of Cliff House, Salcombe

 at 6.30 pm on Wednesday 28th September 2011  

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT
                                    * Denotes Attendance

Cllr R Moore Town Mayor (in the Chair)
*

Cllr R Clark

*

Cllr L Dilling

*

Cllr Mrs J Lidstone

*

Cllr M Long

*

Cllr. I. Hatch

*

Cllr L. King 

A

Cllr. R. Wheeler

*

Cllr. Mrs A. Clacy

*

Cllr. A. Biggs

*

Cllr Mrs Pickering

A

Cllr J. Martins

A

Also in attendance:

Dist. Cllr J Carter
 - District Councillor
 *

Dist. Cllr P Coulson 
District Councillor
A

Gill Claydon (Clerk)
     *

Pc Mullin   





                      *

PCSO Gibson






        *

63. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Members were invited to declare personal or prejudicial interests, including the nature and extent of such interests that they may have in any items to be considered at this meeting as follows: 

· Cllr Biggs wished it known that by virtue of his profession and development contacts he would remain in the meeting room and contribute to discussion on planning matters but not vote.  With regard to any discussions in relation to District Site Allocation RA3, RA4 and the adjacent Acorn Blue land he has requested that no questions or advice be sought from him by virtue of his professional involvement and advised that he wishes to be able to leave the room before any such matters are raised.  He also noted a personal interest in planning application 2216/11/F and pre application discussions on the Erection of single dwelling River Knowle, Main Road, Salcombe

· Cllr Clark declared a personal and prejudicial interest in applications 2177/11/F and 2216/11/F 

64. OPEN FORUM

Pc Mullen and PCSO Gibson were in attendance and Pc Mullen commenced with giving a resume of the summer season and noted the police resources withdrawn this year.  The nightclub buses commenced in July and finished August and had not recorded one complaint either loading up or discharging which was highly commendable.  However sadly it was noted that the management of the nightclub reported that numbers attending were down a third on other years.  Most of Pc Mullen's time had been nightshift and most nights Salcombe streets were empty by 9.30pm as those visiting were families with youngsters and not so many.  Therefore it had been a quiet summer.  The majority of shifts were late 6-4p.m, weekends, 6-2p.m and 10p.m to 2a.m. on a Five week rota.  He noted that coming into Autumn they were conscious of an increase in metal theft with lead flashing having been taken from Devon Road.  Also outboard motors are being targeted again but this will be covered in marine crime.  

PSCO Dave Gibson reported that since the beginning of August there were 17 thefts, 6 shop lifting; 5 criminal damage to vehicles, 1 attempted burglary and two burglaries; two false representations – where they tender some money, get the cashier confused and then ensure £10 more change – a standard con trick.  Some thefts are power tools but not from garden sheds.  The mayor gave thanks to the police for late shifts and their assistance over the summer.  The police were asked about the situation in relation to trailers parked unmarked and was advised they had put advisory notices on such and coned off but with no tax had no indication of the owner.  Shop lifting had increased and they were asked what advice was given to shops?  Large chain and independent shops are reluctant to use CCTV and security tags and all the police can do is advise members of staff.  The new police non emergency number 101 is now active to call.   It was noted that there is a lot of copper being taken in outlying areas and fuel oil - red diesel needs watching also.  PC Mullen and PCSO Gibson left the meeting.

Cllr Clark left the meeting whilst the following matter was presented in Open Forum and whilst town council made its decision.

Doug O’Malley attended to speak on application 2177/11F.  He advised that he lives in Mistral to the south west of the application.  His objections were that the first floor extension would be overbearing and dominant on their property, it was not in keeping with the locality and they would suffer a loss of privacy.  The Design and Access statement says that the height of the design would be in keeping but he disagreed as their property has a lower roofline and the applicant has used the height of the far end to justify this assertion.  In fact the existing bungalow to be developed is already higher than theirs which does not come across clearly from the plans.  The North East elevation shown on plan has a single line outline of Mistral behind Tredarloe.  They are from the plans proposing to raise the ridgeline by a further 2 metres.  Therefore this proposal is going up and out to a fully gabled roof.  Mr O'Malley's kitchen diner is on the development side and it the place where they spend most of their time.  The proposal is 4 metres nearer towards their house and a metre away from their boundary.

With regard to privacy the applicants are planning to have their lounge on the first floor with a balcony and it will be further out than their house so will look back into their house.  Finally the appearance of this proposal when viewed from the gardens nearby and the lower main road will stand out and completely dominate that area.  From their side going up Kingsale Road towards Fortescue there are no other two storey houses or other properties of such bulk or mass.  

Town Council considered and voted on this application, as recorded below and Mr O'Malley left the meeting.

Henry Waite put forward some plans to be considered as pre application discussion on Churchill House which is situated on the corner of Buckley Street and Market Street above the estate agents.  They proposed a hidden balcony cut in with hung tiles to make use of the substantial roof space.  These plans were accepted and the Working Party will view the property and feedback comments thereafter.  

Collette Charsley was invited to explain the Ember Road landscape plans which were to be considered under Minute 73 below.  She was provided with the Ember Road consultation responses and advised of the budget being requested to provide a low maintenance design.  She explained that from the feedback forms responses highlighted swings, places for children to play and places to sit but designed so as to not encourage anti social behaviour.  A path has appeared across this area by default but residents had requested that this be moved to ensure ongoing privacy.  Therefore she suggested re routing the path in a curve at the end of the houses with small routes that run through the space so they could be used.  There are two separate play areas, one which has a football all purpose goal and a very low bank to stop stray balls bouncing into people’s gardens and a swing.  Dividing the two play areas is a pictorial wild flower meadow (not actual).  Nigel Dunnet a University lecturer had imported seeds that will look like a meadow but will be long lasting.  This will cost £100 per annum in seeds and will flower late spring and go onto autumn.  The smaller play area has a climbing structure as children like climbing and sliding so it is inclusive.  There are benches around the site and a couple of picnic areas with a large access for maintenance vehicles with more ornamental planting at the bottom and top.  Collette Charsley then went through the various specifics of the planting and why this had been chosen and town councillors questioned certain items.  She noted that Tor Homes have promised the Mayor a contribution towards the wall and that they agreed they would clear up behind their site.  There was very little hard landscaping i.e. soil moving and building walls and it was highlighted that there was to be an area for older people to sit in the shade.  This matter was considered as recorded below and Collette Charsley left the meeting.

On behalf of Salcombe Football Club Nick Bonnett gave a breakdown of how they wished to use £4000.  He advised that £3000 would be for netting a 30metre section  (£1447) will protect the South West Water Works area and could also for younger when they are up there as this was felt a hazard.  The other netting of 20m (£1020 – 6.5m) stretch is for behind the goal area as footballs going over to adjacent houses and each ball costs £20 - £30.  Each game there are about 3 punctured or lost.  The nets will be on sockets 5 metres apart for the poles, a base pole and then other slotted in so during summer months they could be removed.  Ideally the club would like to see them up there all the time.  It was suggested that to erect something of such magnitude for the football club it must come down during the summer months and the Mayor advised even the 30metres in front of the water works.  Cllr Wheeler noted he fully supported the club but was nervous of the feelings of people around and those who use the Berry and therefore requested those present to talk to residents and come back to Town Council, as was suggested to the Motor Club group, with the responses.  Agreement must also be sought from District Council.  Cllr Clark advised those present that Town Council do not own the land at the Berry and permission must be obtained first and then costings sought thereafter.  The Section 106 allocation belong to District and is for them to decide upon.  The club must check with District about the land and also seek agreement from South West Water.  Nick Bonnett then noted that the further equipment cost of about £1000 was for a decent line marker - £500, £600 for footballs and a good medical kit.  Concern was noted with regard to pipes from the water works if the club were considering piling.  The Mayor noted that District currently have £67,600 in Section 106 allocation and where as previously £23/25000 was requested for the swimming pool for heating cells it now only needed £18,000 and therefore there was still £49600.  

Town Councillors advised they must have a clear indication of what residents think of this proposal and therefore letters of support should be obtained noting the extent of this substantial structure.  A future games fixture list was provided in order that the grass contractor does not cut on the same week as the team.

Five representatives of the football club left the meeting.

65. MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting dated 7th September 2011 were approved by council and then duly signed by the Mayor as a true and correct record. 

66. PLANNING APPLICATIONS: 

Councillors considered the following applications and sent such observations to the District as Planning Authority:

· 1895/11/F FOR INFORMATION ONLY – REVISED PLANS 11 Rosemount Court, Salcombe

· 2112/11/F WITHDRAWN Householder application for extension to North West elevation Mew Stone West, Allenhayes Road, Salcombe TQ8 8HU

· 2177/11/F Householder application for proposed alterations and extension Tredarloe, Kingsale Road, Salcombe TQ8 8AW – Applicant Mr & Mrs Courtney – Objection.  The plans proposed change a bungalow to a substantial house as the first floor addition is higher than the eaves of the existing roofline and adds another roof on top.  Such development is overbearing and provides overlooking in all areas of elevations, to the side but also Main Road.  The house itself to the rear line of the property is further out in the garden than the two adjacent properties which brings it nearer to the Main Road and if developed into a house would have a considerable impact.  There is a loss of light due to height and the hip roof also further reduces light.  Creation of a first floor balcony exiting from the lounge would allow overlooking into an adjacent bedroom but such increased overlooking of the neighbouring property even with a privacy screen would be overbearing.  Town Council have an issue with the plans provided as they do not illustrate the main lower height of neighbouring properties adequately and such can be partially misrepresented, whilst being correct the juxta position and impact are not shown adequately.  At the lower part of the garden there is an existing garage and it is believed the previous owners used such as ancillary accommodation and such provision allow this.  This additional use and the proposed development together becomes residential overdevelopment and it is suggested this should also be considered.  As a bungalow it is acknowledged the owners could gain more accommodation and town council are not against improvement and increase but such design is far too substantial and bulky for this site.  

· 2178/11/F Retrospective application for change of use from store/redundant office to holiday studio apartment with associated storage 24B Fore Street, Whitestrand, Salcombe TQ8 8ET – Applicant Mr M. Ward – Objection as such change would result in the loss of an A2 business and is detrimental to the viability of the central shopping area and specifically it goes against the objectives of SHDC23, KP9 Policy Plan review and Devon County Structure Plan and SHDC2.  There is no amenity area, refuse storage facility or parking associated with this change of use.  It is also suggested there should be an Environment Agency flood risk assessment as Town Council do not think there is another access.  Town Council noted that this is a retrospective application following advising a district officer such use was not being carried out. 

Cllr Clark left the meeting whilst the following matter was discussed.

· 2216/11/F Householder application for proposed alteration and extension Puffins, Fortescue Road, Salcombe TQ8 8AP – Applicant Mr & Mrs Handslip – This application is a fairly substantial proposal for raising the ridgeline roof and additional accommodation together with creating a new entrance to the front entrance. Objection.  The north elevation proposes a new ridge and gable apex which adversely affects the streetscene by virtue of its height and being all glass.  There will be a feature window in the study on the east elevation that will be overlooking the neighbouring property and would look directly into their kitchen/diner and this should, if permitted, be obscured glass.  At the rear of the property it is intended to have a large picture window so creating a flat roof dormer which it is felt is not good design and appears cluttered.  The plans are felt to be incomplete as the property on the west of elevation is in fact the highest property along the run of Fortescue Road but there is no measurement so it is suggested, 1.3metres from the adjacent lowest property and 0.5metres higher than other properties which this stands in between.  This it is suggested it too extreme a change of character in the run of properties being very modern with considerable glass.

Cllr Biggs arrived.

· 2237/11/F Householder application for refurbishment of an existing cottage including a loft conversion with conservation rooflights and new dormer window and new rear balcony with French doors, a new lower ground floor utility store is also proposed below an outside decked area 35 Buckley Street, Salcombe TQ8 8DD – Applicant Mr J. Klintworth – No objection but all windows and doors are to be wood.

· 2269/11/LB Listed building consent application for external and internal works 1 – 3 Mount Knowle, Knowle Road, Salcombe TQ8 8HY – Applicant Mount Knowle (Salcombe) Property Management Co. Ltd – No objection.  

· 2276/11/F Installation of ground mounted solar array into aluminium ground frames Moult Hill Barn, Moult Barn, Moult Hill, Salcombe TQ8 8LF – Applicant Mr C. Murray – Objection.  Such installation of 110metres of panels is felt to be a commercial array to produce 50Kw that is not supplying any dwelling.  Such commercial use is out of keeping with an AONB and covered by Article 4 for not allowing such development and is purely agricultural land with horse riding and a ménage on it whereas this is industrial use.  

· 2312/11/F Resubmission of planning applicaton reference 41/1586/11/F for householder application for kitchen extension to west end of property and bedroom extension to east end of property 23 Beadon Drive, Salcombe TQ8 8NU – Applicant Mr B. Jago – Objection the west end of the proposed property is close to the edge of the boundary and it is felt gives no ability for maintenance.  

· 2317/11/F Resubmission of householder application 41/1499/11/F for construction of shower, W/C and external plant room 4 Moult Farm Cottages, Cliff Road, Salcombe TQ8 8LD – Applicant Mr & Mrs P. Robinson – Objection.  It was felt that the porch and extended window on the North West elevation was not in keeping with the locality and changed the character of the building.  Whilst it is suggested this could be done under permitted development it is felt that this changes the character of a barn and thus comes within the barns policy.  Such plant room is now being built on land with the bank to the rear, there is no objection to the wc/plant room etc but it is felt such should reflect the stone it is against and a slate roof be provided to the extension.  On the plans there is illustrated a chimney which has been removed from the building and this should be replaced as according to these submitted drawings.  On a previous application there was a fuel oil tank proposed to be built into the ground but this no longer appears and the indication is just a plant room so Town Council would seek a response as where the tank is now to be sited?

PLANNING CORRESPONDENCE

· Email dated 1st September 2011 from Elizabeth Wells Enforcement Officer with regard to alleged unauthorized building works/use of land/or building has changed/planning condition is not being complied with, and specifically that it is being used as holiday accommodation.  This is now being dealt with through a retrospective application 2178/11/F

· Email dated 27th September 2011 from Elizabeth Wells with requesting information of the use of adjacent field off Moult Lane over the last 10 years.  It is asserted that there was no vehicular entrance originally just pedestrian and then this was extended to vehicular access and the lay-by down the side was a hedge that was removed.  It is believed that the current planning application is for 'temporary stables' that are permitted till 2013 when they should be removed.  

· A telephone message has been received to advise that the Harbour Hotel are submitting a new planning application due to structural elements that have arisen.  Further information will be provided in due course.

APPEAL

· 1330/11/F Appeal Ref: APP/K1128/D 11/2159742 Appeal against refusal of householder application for second floor alterations including new dormer window and balcony to rear to the property 32 Buckley Street, Salcombe TQ8 8DD Appeal starting date 5th September 2011.  There is no opportunity for further comments but a right to withdraw any representations.

WORK TO TREE PRESERVATION ORDER TREES

· 2141/11/TW Reg. No. 3191 Site Plantation, Devon Road, Salcombe.  Proposal: Various works refer to survey.   No objection.

67. CITIZEN OF THE YEAR

It was AGREED to nominate and accept Peter Kenny-Smith.

68. WEED SPRAYING

This matter was DEFERRED pending further quotations being received.

69. FOOTBALL CLUB 

It was AGREED to support Salcombe Football Club being allocated £4000 of the Section 106 (Loughrigg) monies retained and administered by District Council.

70. HSBC BANK SALCOMBE

It was AGREED to write to HSBC Bank acknowledging the loss to the town of this facility due to their forthcoming closure and asking them to reconsider although acknowledging such commercial decision of this banking facility in Salcombe. 

71. SITE FOR COMMEMORATIVE OAK TREE

It was AGREED that a commemorative oak tree be allowed to be planted by the Women’s Institute at the entrance of the Bonfire Hill Cemetery on the right hand side adjacent to Bonfire Hill road.

72. REFURBISHMENT OF FOOTPATH

It was AGREED that Town Council contribute up to £3000 in conjunction with Devon County to refurbish the County footpath from Raleigh Road to Onslow Road and therefore such monies will be vired from the Park and Ride account to accommodate such.

73. EMBER ROAD 

It was AGREED that the draft landscaping designs obtained are in principle what Town Council wish to take forward and therefore this proposal will go out to consultation with the community in relation to the Ember Road open space.  The Mayor and Cllr. Wheeler offered to carry out such consultation.  It was noted that any minor comments from councillors must be sent to Collete Charsley.  This will be the subject of an article in the Kingsbridge Gazette, also placed on the website, and a presentation held at the Salcombe Primary school from 6-9p.m.

74. ST. DUNSTANS PLAY AREA

It was AGREED that Town Council

(a)
Wish to request that District add up to £20,000 of Section 106 monies paid for Salcombe developments towards the District £25,000 play area allocation for play equipment provision in St. Dunstans Play Area and

(b)
That therefore Town Council would take the Playdale woodland proposed plans quoted up to £45,000 from the three companies to public consultation.

Cllrs Long and Hatch will consider and co-ordinate the 300 additional man hours agreed for Salcombe with District.

75. PARISH ON LINE MAPS

It was AGREED to

(a)
Subscribe to Parish Online mapping service at £20.00 set up fee and £20.00p.a and.

(b)
For Town Council to continue to research formalisation of amenity land around Salcombe. 

76. NATIONAL TRANSPORT AND HIGHWAYS SURVEY 2011

It was AGREED to respond to this survey as per their response document.

77. DEVON ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS AGM

It was AGREED that the Mayor, Cllr Moore, would attend the AGM at Exeter Racecourse at a cost of £15.00 per delegate.

78. REPORTS FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS

Dist. Cllr. Carter had been busy on the executive and training.  The planning training session for clerks had attendance from 91 clerks.  Harbour Board meeting this week was held to discuss policies for moorings and they are currently looking at an increase in charges for next year and the five year plan was coming to a consultation meeting on 12th October in Kingsbridge.  A bid had gone into Defra for amendments to the Fish Quay and District will know the outcome in November 2011.  Two speeding cases on the Harbour were reported and the judge had found in favour of District/Harbour.  He noted that the Loring Road sign was missing.  Such reorganisation of the pontoons he noted had gone well.

Plans were due out soon for the shower block in the same place on Whitestrand.  Cllr Mrs Lidstone asked if the Salcombe Information Centre had emailed him with regard to being their representative on the Harbour Board and he had responded and said he would represent but no one had emailed back.  

Dist. Cllr. Coulson in his absence notified by email that the Remembrance Sunday ceremony would be held at the war memorial on Sunday the 13th of November.  Town Councillors are to assemble at Whitestrand before 10.30am (where the Mayor can collect the town wreath) and then lead the parade from Whitestrand to Cliff House.  There would also be a service in Holy Trinity Church thereafter commencing at 11.30am at which the roll of the fallen from Salcombe will be remembered in the town's prayers.

Dist. Cllr. Carter left the meeting.

79. MAYOR’S REPORT

It was noted that Julie from the Yacht Club would be providing the catering due to her mother being unwell.  Councillors are to be assisting in serving those invited.  The theme of the service is 'lessons in light and the beacon of community light'.  Two volunteers were needed to read lessons.  There is to be a District cluster meeting and it is intended to discuss link officers and the Mayor noted that at present the working relationship with District is good and wondered whether these were needed.  He invited town councillors to feed back their comments.  It was felt the town had been cleaner this year, toilets were well kept, grass cutting carried out each week in Cliff House Gardens and more man hours were promised.  The Mayor suggested that a request be made that the next cluster meeting to be held in Salcombe, this was agreed.  

The project list was noted and updated.

80. COUNCILLORS REPORTS

Cllr Mrs Lidstone –  Advised a gentleman approached her two years ago to say he lived opposite West Garth and had a mobility scooter and wished to come down to town through Devon Road and could not get up the kerb.  He had again raised this issue.  Councillors present noted that this journey could be undertaken by a scooter along Baptist Lane where there is a flat entrance.   Having walked the cycle path this summer from both ends she noted it is well used and requested that those implementing this facility be thanked.  It was noted that this had been done previously and felt that many had contributed.  

81. CLERK’S REPORT

· Letter dated 25th September 2011 from Salcombe WI advising that a grant given in 2008 towards a greater variety of speakers has increased membership and they wish to apply for a further grant this year.

· Letter from Boundary Commission for England advises of 2013 Review of Parliamentary constituencies in England on which they are consulting until 5th December 2011. 

· Letter dated 15th September from Hyder enclosing the Salcombe Fish Quay proposals.  This has been requested in an electronic version to forward to councillors.

· South Devon and Dorset Shoreline Management Plan received.

82. REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES AND OTHER RELEVANT MEETINGS.

None

83. POINTS OF INFORMATION

· On table.

84. FINANCE

Councillors APPROVED the following cheques for signature:

Deposit Account: £116067.03

Current Account: £500.00

Received: 2nd Precept £31950.00

                 District Council Rate Refund £192.67        

	Clerk’s Wages, Tax and NI
	To be paid

	One Bill Telecom Council Telephone SHDC
	£29.66

	Concorde Copiers – Maintenance
	£11.52

	SHDC - Bonfire Hill Cemetery Bin Rental  and organic waste liners
	£119.05

	Community Council of Devon – DALC AGM
	£15.00


85. NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will held a week earlier than usual Wednesday on 12th October 2011 in the Library at Cliff House, Cliff Road, Salcombe at 6.30p.m.

Meeting Closed:  21.35p.m

…………………………………………………..   12th October  2011.

Town Mayor.

