Minutes of the Meeting of

SALCOMBE TOWN COUNCIL 

held in the Library of Cliff House, Salcombe

   at 6.30 pm on Wednesday 28th April 2010  

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT
                                    * Denotes Attendance

Cllr R Moore Town Mayor (in the Chair)
*
Cllr P Coulson 
District Councillor
A
Cllr R Clark

*
Cllr L Dilling

*
Cllr Mrs J Furness 

* 
Cllr Mrs J Lidstone

*
Cllr M Long

*
Cllr. Mrs T Roberto

*
Cllr. Ms. L. Balgalvis

A
Cllr. I. Hatch

*
Cllr L. King

*

Cllr. R. Wheeler

*
Also in attendance:

Cllr J Carter
 - District Councillor
 *
Gill Claydon (Clerk)

     *

Pc. Steve Mullen

A
662. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Members declared personal or prejudicial interests, including the nature and extent of such interests that they may have in any items to be considered at this meeting.  -  None received.

663. OPEN FORUM
The Mayor welcomed Harbour Master Ian Gibson along with Peter Waring whom Ian Gibson introduced as a co-opted member of the Harbour Board and former consultant for RYA for many years who had been on the Harbour Board for a couple of years.  Peter Waring was present to take back directly any feedback to the four who are a working group looking at the future plans/ideas for the town landing.  
Cllr Wheeler arrived.

The Harbour Board Strategic plan had highlighted the need for replacement of some pontoons.  Whitestrand and Normandy pontoons replacement need had come and gone as other things needed repairing first.    Replacement of end pontoons of Whitestrand have passed plan state of repair since initial report as higher priorities and reluctance on IGs part to just throw money at problem of Whitestrand to replace end of pontoons.  Reason being just to replace end pontoons will perpetuate what is already there but not achieve addressing the issues in July and August with town landing.  Importance of town landing, what functions do W & N fulfil.  Who or what is not being considered, physical constraints and way ahead and how public can contribute.  Interface between and shore, most people pass through Whitestrand either boat trip or from boats to use town facilities.  Not really providing a facility that says premier sailing destination Salcombe.

Whitestrand has been developed over the years and has grown from small beginnings 25 years ago and evolved to suit needs now, revamped 2003/4.  Whatever Harbour do they will never completely satisfy everybody but can do better than currently.  End pontoons failing and will not last much longer and buoyancy is giving out.  What functions to W & N fulfil, tender parking on back of W for vessels under 4.25m, no charge for this free parking service except for July and August.  Will be difficult to change this as not tenders now but municipal car park for boats, so someone who cannot get a mooring can buy boat and put on back of Whitestrand quite legally.  Pick up and set down point for all vessels other than visiting yachts.  It is commercial landing for South Sands ferry, Kingsbridge ferry, harbour trips, yacht taxi, sea schools, hire boats, East Portle ferry and Island Cruising Club etc so lot of traffic.  Normandy was provided for visiting yachtsmen from Tourist Board money to improve access and therefore single use and controlled, does get some abuse but manageable.  Abuse is from people who cannot get on back or front of Whitestrand but do it in good faith by asking where to go!  Who is not being accomm – the group that are over 4.25 m.  Most of people on Batson pontoons or boats in Kingsbridge, South Pool and all people from Dartmouth, Plymouth etc who are on massive increase.  Nowhere to put them.   Physical constraints – limited water frontage.  An opportunity for more frontage to extend Normandy.  Mud! Is quite a constraint and 2 pontoons and their accesses built in different ways.  Normany goes out and lands on pontoon and goes up and down with tide so can dredge behind pontoon.  Whitestrand, bridge landing sits on mud so end pontoon which sits across it also has to sit on mud, if does not it will keep going down on piles and tear away from bridge.  From engineering perspective the concept is flawed as end pontoon is going to ground and other one will go down.  Cannot dredge under pontoon because town sewer goes underneath.  It would be capital dredging and they would not be allowed this in SSSI and home owners would say they were undermining foundations but could nibble at soft mud and move this with water injection and could improve access if they change bridging access.
The way ahead.  Board have made no decisions about what to do, just made a decision to start to do something.  At present going around all councils, stakeholder groups etc., telling people what they are doing.  Want peoples input of what they want from town landing, not what it looks like but needs.  At end of summer the working party will put together a proposal/tech specification to fit ideas and requirements and then will go to public consultation on those thoughts.  After public consultation will refine proposal and go to District with project appraisal to borrow some money!  Then will be possibility that may need to go to planning and then need to go to tender, award contract and get Licence.  Hope to get this done in Olympic year as it will take this long to raise awareness, get ideas and implement but so important to the town want to gather input.  Anyone can email the office and will be put in spreadsheet for consideration.  Suggestion is that extend Normandy and make that town landing and put visitors on Whitestrand.  Reluctant to mix and match and free for all on both but another suggestion is to join two together.

Discussion took place as to ideas, problems and concerns.  What about Jubilee Pier to protect all money being spent on others.  IG said you have to make clear to District which chair of Harbour Board made clear in his letter.  Not a Harbour Authority asset.  Independent report was mix of commercial (licence and controlled) and residents (Rob Wheeler) major concern, hire boats and businesses using –IG would love to see report please send.  2 yrs consultation to this then whatever comes out will play into this plan.  4.25m boats on pontoons, why can we not make it smaller so back to a tender?  Upset holidaymakers.... email and say tough!!!!  Water injection dredging and methodology Mayor assumes there will be more around harbour yes Kingsbridge basin and access to Lincoln Marine £15,000  mobilisation and £1,500 per tide and aim to move 350 cubic m of silt.  (Probably do every 5 years).  Not possible on trial to do whole estuary as set by Natural England.  Did modelling for where it goes.  On track to bring dredger Spring 2011.  Thanked second IC for attending Jubilee Pier meeting and getting works done around but handrails are being manufactured in stainless steel and these will be coming, Jubilee Pier is serviceable.  
Riverlink from Dartmouth have asked to run 8 ferries here this summer and IG has agreed.  Coming tomorrow afternoon to do pilot recognisance.  Also possibility that they will operate a ferry service within the Estuary to Kingsbridge as a competitor to current one.  Current one up for sale.

Winter storage arrangements at Batson.  First raised on 25th September 2007 to Harbour Board who on 14th January 08 recommended a change in how done to District.  Promted District 25th January 2009 and still had awful arrangements.  April 09 Audit Committee said Prosperity PDGD met today and made recommendation that South Hams should provide service at boat park in house.  Not Harbour Authority doing but District.  What is going to change apart from who pulls boats out?  Not a lot other than District who have liability for looking after car park will manage process from beginning to finish.  Boats can be slipped and stored on car park without having to go through this lift?

Lost another diver over the weekend, can this be regulated better?  Boat came out of Plymouth and outside Harbour control.  

Habourboard  people left meeting.

Mr Elwell – Traffic wardens in the town during Easter week.  Not in Island Street and yet minute it is over they are back hitting locals and businesses!  Dist Cllr. Coulson is looking into this matter and seeing whether the traffic wardens applying this evenly.  Some traders parking in Kingsbridge 4/5hours per day and nothing is done about t hem.  Holidaymakers were the ones that caused the problems during Easter.
664. MINUTES
The Minutes of the meeting dated 14th April 2010 were approved by councillors and duly signed by the Mayor as a true and correct record.  DO CHANGES.
665. PLANNING APPLICATIONS: 
· 0207/10/F WITHDRAWN Demolition and replacement of dwelling Moulthaven Coach House, Moult Hill, Salcombe

· 0469/10/F DEFERRED Resubmission of householder application 41/2078/09/F for part demolition and rebuild enlarged kitchen/dining area.  New metal balcony on north elevation 24 Church Street, Salcombe – Applicant Mr J. Thompson  - See planning correspondence below.  Discussed with Nils White and Gaille West and subsequent to these discussions the agent has reduced the height of the rear extension and this now falls in line with everything No Objection.
PLANNING PERMISSION GRANTED

· 0222/10/F Householder application for replacement of flat felt roof over garages and passageway at 1 and 2 Rockvale, Knowle Road, Salcombe

· 0270/10/F Householder application to remove existing shed and replace with enlarged shed in different location New gate to parking area for No. 33 and relocation of garden shed in garden of No. 32, 32 and 33 Ember Road, Salcombe

· 0282/10/F Resubmission of householder application of 41/2206/09/F for proposed velux roof windows 88 Fore Street, Salcombe

NON MATERIAL AMENDMENT GRANTED

· 2122/09/MIN Non material amendments to approved application 41/0148/09/F South Sands Hotel, Bolthead, Salcombe

TREE PRESERVATION ORDER : GRANT OF CONDITIONAL CONSENT

· TPO 086 Reg. No. 3018 Site: Merryvale, Main Road, Salcombe Consent to: Remove three lowest limbs as identified from Monterey Cypress

PLANNING CORRESPONDENCE

· 0469/10/F 24 Church Street, Salcombe.  Amended plans sent for information only as applicant has reduced scale of extension.

PLANNING BREACH NOTIFICATION – sent off.  Devon wall believed.  One planning officer said permitted development but believe property separate from house and not so.

Article 4.2 need to be chased, Ask Nils on Conservation Area document.  Probably take a couple of months.

Tuesday planning inspector was down to view Beacon House.
666. PARK & RIDE USAGE

It was AGREED that Town Council did not wish to enter into discussions with a cleaning company to use the Park and Ride.  No water, no drainage, no electrics, children – All against.
667. REPORTS FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
Dist. Cllr. Carter had nothing to report due to no meetings with forthcoming election.

668. MAYORS REPORT
Report received from District of meeting that took place between Mayors, Town Clerks and CEO on 21st April 2010.

Civic Dinner wonderful group of helpers.

Open Spaces meeting Alan Robinson about cuts and pull belts in and strategies felt not to be good.  Ken Carter and they did not know what they are doing.  Cuts swimming pools, open spaces and TICs – we do all our own.  Then  spoke about 106s in central community pot!!!!!  Cuts are coming down but District does not know where it is spending its money.  No cuts till then but need numbers and all other towns felt the same.  

Mayors/CEO meeting – making better use of assets, budget challenges, identification of services – still need numbers to see value for community etc.  Disappointing that all we are getting is global statements and fear-mongering.  £23,000 disposable and we saved £11,000 and town is a bit better.  Rob Harkness was very good and looking at cost by acre and by town.  Letter in gazette good.....  Both high level meetings with no facts, no information.
Any inclination by District to take the money in house, done for years to Salcombe, bit rich!  Salcombe would join with the developer and Appeal.  

669. COUNCILLORS REPORTS
Cllr Mrs Furness – Grass cutting is disgusting.  Not cut its chewed.   From garage to Beadon Cross, 6 inches above ground.  Too long for machines so should have gone over twice.  Kingsbridge, Totnes and Ivybridge all ok.   Swimming pool – prize bingo on Saturday at Rugby Club and now started spending County money on doors and roof will be done next.  
Cllr Clark – Batson Hill you go from 30 to derestricted so where does derestricted start again?  Ask John Halliday why Batson is non restricted in residential area.
Les King – Grass cutting and banner removed from Ferry Steps!
Cllr Mrs Lidstone – Railing from Bonaventure to Grenville has been done.  Chandlers said steps down from Salcombe Holiday Homes into Island Street they have put one railing and those who have had strokes they need one each side!  Pedestrian priority through Fore Street is up by Fore Street and should be further down.
Cllr Long – Scheduling of grass cutting is cut Monday, Friday previous mechanical road sweeper came round! 
Cllr. Hatch – Road sweeper swept car park then sweeper turned up.  Berry – signs are disappearing for rubbish etc.  Up around Berry they are land grabbing land, need to sort i.e. fence.  TALK TO DISTRICT.  The Berry has been used as a rubbish tip he suggested that they could get up there and clear with wood chipper etc.  PUT ON AGENDA 2ND MAY meeting.  
Cllr Long – Attended Design & Conservation Panel as town representative about Moult Lodge as pre application discussions as officers did not feel it was appropriate development or plans.  It did have a rough ride from councillors, architects all very critical.  Prof. ‘I do not know what the fascination is with all this glass, such an old fashioned way of doing things’.  They were told to go away and think about it.  It would sit very well in suburbs in Wadebridge or Surrey but not here.   Needs to be subservient and sit well with other buildings, very critical design panel.  

Cllr Dilling – 30 signs at Batson Cross are totally ignored by people speeding!  
Police been here 3 times recently and only caught one person doing 32mph.  Long – over last week been interesting to see other ‘police’ walking through Salcombe in pairs i.e. 11p.m. 2 walking through.

670. CLERK’S REPORT

· Half yearly payment of the precept has been received from District.
· Notification of permission sought from District by Salcombe Estuary Rowing Club to allow a series of sequential water races in a designated area during the Annual Regatta.  The Harbour Master has requested a method statement and risk assessment before considering such request.  OK
· Letter dated 12th April 2010 from Lesley Freeman thanking the Town Council for the ‘brilliant’ work carried out on the bridlepath from North Sands to Collaton.

· Copy response from Chris Lucas, District Environment Services with regard to parking for commuters in Salcombe and suggesting a meeting between himself, representatives of the Chamber of Trade and Salcombe Town Council.  Mr Hanmer of the Chamber of Trade has been requested to suggest dates and set up such meeting.

· A CD copy of the entries from the cemetery records has been received from Manuscripti.  Due to their employee who deals with assimilating such information into the search programme being trapped abroad by the Volcanic Ash grounding all planes the delivery of this will be slightly delayed. 
· Email received complaining about South Hams District Council’s parking at Shadycombe being 3 hours maximum and a misunderstanding with regard to payment.  Response by Chris Lucas of District that they cannot put aside the penalty fee has elicited the fact that the Tourist Information Centre website provides incorrect information and this complainant is prepared to take this matter to BBC Watchdog and highlight Salcombe parking.

· Information provided by Europarks with regard to parking meters and charges, for consideration.

· Road Closure 11th – 13th June 2010 to prohibit all vehicles from Clifton Place, Cliff Road from its junction with Fore Street to its junction with Newton Road, Fore Street for its entire length, Market Street for its entire length – Salcombe Festival

· Letter dated 22nd April 2010 from Devon County agreeing to grant fund a bus shelter at the Park and Ride.
· Email from May Gurney notifying that an application has been made for a Road Closure from 8th August – 13th August 2010 for Bennett Road, Salcombe – Swest Water Utilities.

· Invitation from the Community Voluntary Service at Totnes to visit their offices from 10-1p.m. on 12th May 2010 to find out about the services and literature they offer.

·  Invitation from Dave Jobbins, Savills to visit the Marine Hotel and hear what plans they have for the hotel before they submit their planning application.  Tuesday 10.30a.m. 11th May in morning (6/7)
· Advert for Grants & Citizen of the Year leave for now?  Annual meeting May.... just noticeboards?  Internal Audit now next week.

· The arrangements for the summers beach clean events :Sunday morning of 27th June - 1000 to 1200 and Sunday 19th Sept - 1000 to 1200.  As usual it is hoped to run 2 concurrent events along Scoble and Batson shores and have a boat taxi trip from Whitestrand out to Scoble Point at 1000, returning at 1200 (plus emergency repatriation to Salcombe if needed).  Any volunteers gladly welcomed.  Email Mayor for WEBSITE.
671. WORKING PARTIES

· Park & Ride – one quotation received from Euro Parks: not feasible £10,000 for first year and £9,000 thereafter.  Trying to get TCP but if they are near this then!  (Ask Chris Lucas)
· Finance – 
· Open Spaces –
· Policy – Nothing
· Planning – Ongoing application pre meetings.
672. REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES AND OTHER RELEVANT MEETINGS.
Lidstone – AGM of minibus.  Lots of thanks to people.  £29,000 for minibus which will last for 10 years.  £4,800 in bank so are doing fundraising to build funds up again to replace in 10 years.  
Twinning meeting did not find a Chairman.  Were going to wait 2 weeks.  French people are coming some time in June and the Association will wait till then, entertain the people then close the Town Twinning.  Will fold and bit of money to give to local charities.

673. POINTS OF INFORMATION
· Open Door
674. FINANCE
Councillors APPROVED cheques for signature. 
675. URGENT MATTERS
None
676. NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be the Annual meeting to be held on 12th May 2010 in the Library at Cliff House, Cliff Road, Salcombe at 6.30p.m .
Meeting Closed: 20.12 p.m
…………………………………………………..   12th May 2010.

Mayor.
