Minutes of the Meeting of

SALCOMBE TOWN COUNCIL 

held in the Library of Cliff House, Salcombe

 at 6.30 pm on Wednesday 27th April 2011  

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT
                                    * Denotes Attendance

Cllr R Moore Town Mayor (in the Chair)
*

Cllr P Coulson 
District Councillor
*

Cllr R Clark

*

Cllr L Dilling

A

Cllr Mrs J Lidstone

*

Cllr M Long

*

Cllr. I. Hatch

*

Cllr L. King

*

Cllr. R. Wheeler

*

Cllr. Mrs A. Clacy

*

Cllr. A. Biggs

*

Also in attendance:

Cllr J Carter
 - District Councillor
 *

Gill Claydon (Clerk)
     *

Pc Mullin   





                      *

PCSO Gibson






       A

903. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


Members were invited to declare personal or prejudicial interests, including the nature and extent of such interests that they may have in any items to be considered at this meeting as follows: 

· Cllr Biggs wished it known that by virtue of his profession and development contacts he would remain in the meeting room and contribute to discussion on planning matters but not vote.   Biggs – 0924/11/F

· Cllr. Coulson wished it noted that he has no interest in any planning application, declaring neither a prejudicial nor personal interest.  He will thus speak on applications but will not vote on recommendations.  He further noted that by virtue of being a District Councillor he was precluded from volunteering to attend planning site meetings for Town Council

· Cllr Hatch declared a personal and prejudicial interest in planning application 0924/11/F due to work commitments.

904. OPEN FORUM

Two members of the public were in attendance David Cohen and Caroline Pickering.  David Cohen attended to update Town Council on the Salcombe Festival and noted that it was as interesting and political as ever but going well.  The group are experimenting this year with a radical look at the project, having listened to many various local concerns locally and from traders as well.  The idea is to hold a Salcombe Festival from Friday evening 10th – 12 June 6p.m. to 6p.m. Sunday.  The key to the first part of his update was to advise that the entertainment and bar will end at 8p.m. on Friday and Saturday evening.  A change that is not winning attendees support but will stop David Cohen having to go to Torbay Hospital at 2a.m. in the morning!  It is a well managed festival but the group are returning the town after 8p.m. to traders i.e. restaurants etc.  Traders have supported them well in the past but  they want to acknowledge an understanding to their comments.

They are trying once again to get an identity for Salcombe that over the last four years have been found lacking, hopefully they can do better.  The festival will start in many ways on the estuary where for a second time they will have a close association with the British Yacht Club and welcome the Classic boats people who are bringing into town many classic boats.  The sub committee was working amazingly well to bring this in and Salcombe Yacht Club is offering facilities and co-operation.  They are just having a welcoming briefing on the 9th and then a buffet evening for visiting boats that evening.  The music within the festival therefore will also change as they try less adrenalin pumped music and have some 'other world' music artists coming in and see how it goes.  Hopefully there will be less intensity after 10p.m.  Advertising pick up is surprisingly great and support from others not advertising is still good with a positive vibe.  David Cohen noted he was still trying to get Cllr. Hatch to be chairman next year and will keep Town Council updated on progress.

The Mayor had been copied into most emails for the committee and noted costs were less as less headlining bands were scheduled and it was all shaping up into a local and avant garde festival.  Any information when to hand will be sent to all town councillors.  The Mayor advised Town Council are running the park and ride on the festival weekend but not on the Friday evening but the car park will be free and attendees can walk down.

905. MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting dated 13th April 2011 were approved by council and then duly signed by the Mayor as a true and correct record.  

906. PLANNING APPLICATIONS: 

Councillors duly considered the following applications and sent the following observations to the District as Planning Authority:

· 2850/10/F WITHDRAWN Householder application for demolition of existing side extension and refurbishment and erection of new side and rear extensions and associated sheltered walkways Castle Point, Sandhills Road, Salcombe TQ8 8JP

· 0425/11/F WITHDRAWN Householder application for proposed new entrance, glazed walkway and balustrade forming new access into first floor apartment.  Ground floor apartment access door re-located Almira, Anchor Watch, Cliff Road, Salcombe TQ8 8JU.

· 0913/11/F Householder application for amendments to approved permission 41/0618/09/F (increase of planter wall levels, raised boundary wall adjacent to garage and entrance gate, introduction of a timber fence in lieu of stone wall, alterations to external terrace at ground floor level, and revised fenestration along ground floor south east elevation) Underdeck, Cliff Road, Salcombe TQ8 8JQ – Mr I. Forrest-Jones – Town Council felt the wall was far too high when they attended with Clare Stewart, planning officer.  The current proposal details were read out at the meeting.  It was noted that the planters are 4 foot across and therefore it would not be possible for someone to topple over them.  The issue is that the base of the planters are 450mm and this is where the applicant has lost the 450mm.  A camber runs from the other side of the road and as measurements for the drawings were taken from there the applicant is attempting to gain half a metre above policy.  Objection.  The proposal is now to introduce a timber screen where the recent Planning Permission approved a stone wall.  It was noted that the structural engineer cannot confirm that this wall could support further stone.  Therefore installing a timber fence and placing behind this planters and a metal structure for a louvred structure, adding the weight of planters and the metal together with plants within the planters must place a considerable weight in this area.  There is an intended increase in planter walls which is created by a basic error that Town Council believe must be corrected.  Such boundary wall adjacent to the garage and entrance gate with the timber screened fence to the southwest of the garage will change the street scene and therefore there are issues.  The problem stems from the height of the parking deck which was an error that has been compounded by additional levels.  Measurements should have been taken from the property boundary level not from across the street as such extinguishes an important public view.  Such proposed extension to the rear and fenestration were felt acceptable.   

Cllrs Biggs and Hatch left the meeting whilst the following application was discussed. 

· 0924/11/F Variation (addition of drawings – Front elevation P10-01.2/07B, Landscape Plan CD/362/C:01G, and Site Plan P10-01.2/01B) to condition 2 (accord with plans) of 41/1689/10/F Summerhayes, Loring Road, Salcombe TQ8 8AT – Greywell Property Ltd. Objection.  The overall development was approved at various times with amendments, however this proposal to introduce additional windows to this elevation would seem inappropriate as seeking to now introduce a view through a pair of vertical windows in a link building.  The application to retain the former boat store structure was not included in the previous permissions and is not felt acceptable with what is currently approved, it is felt renetion of the boatstore would be an overdevelopment of the site, reducing amenity area to the property concerned and would reduce the landscaping planting to neighbouring properties.  It would also potentially introduce additional noise and disturbance.  To try to introduce an additional parking space to plot 5 by way of certificate of lawful development is inappropriate, the new screen hedge would not meet building regulations and this proposal would reduce screening to neighbouring properties, cause hazard to pedestrians and highway users by way of additional crossover.  The application plans for this development went through due process but this application is making changes to that final approval.  A further issue highlighted was that a neighbour felt the basement to plot 3 had been built larger than the plans and that underneath the area and footpath it has been extended so town council are to seek planning officers visit and comments on this with a further need to consider how many utility boxes are installed for this one dwelling.

PLANNING PERMISSION GRANTED

· 0228/11/F Householder application for rear extension and associated landscaping Thimble Cottage, Higher Batson, Salcombe, TQ8 8NF

· 0367/11/F Retrospective householder application for alterations to garden levels/landscaping within lower section of rear garden Thimble Cottage, Higher Batson, Salcombe, TQ8 8NF

· 0468/11/F Householder application for replacement and enlargement of east facing windows to lounge and kitchen (upper level) with enlargement of same as per drawings Myrana, Drake Road, Salcombe TQ8 8EG.


CORRESPONDENCE

· 0924/11/F – Two letters dated 17th April 2011.  One of objection and another seeking amendment or clarification of documents provided for this application.

· Further letters and emails from planning officers on previous matters raised or enforcement sought.

· On attending the planning working group it was noted at Almera/Anchor Watch there was a two storey shed with concrete floor currently being erected and planning officers will be notified.

· Enforcement action had been taken on barns at Moult Hill, Collaton.  The temporary enforcement officers were noted as being extremely diligent.  Dist. Cllr. Coulson had attended with such officer and he reported on this visit.  The fields around this area have an Article 4 policy which does not allow caravans to be parked even for 28 days.

· On the bridleway from Moult Barn the caravan and picnic bench are being considered.

· Letter dated 21st April 2011 in relation to Loughrigg, Coronation Road forwarding  further elevation drawings and taking into consideration some of comments made at last meeting.  Planning group will make comments direct to planning officer before the next meeting.

WORK TO TREE PRESERVATION ORDER TREES

· 0925/11/TW (No. 46) Reg. No: 3151 Site: 8 and 10 Platt Close, Salcombe  Proposal – 2 x Sycamore to fell and replace with suitable alternative – Objection as the works were felt to seek to improve the amount of sun and light that reaches 8 and 10 Platt Close and this would only be evening sunlight and such properties are elevated.  A number of trees in the past in this area have been felled and some trees were crown reduced and are now considerably heavier.  No works are felt necessary to these trees.

· 0926/11/TW Reg. No: 3152 Site: Cliff House, Cliff Road, Salcombe  Proposal – Sycamore fell and replace. It was stated that this tree had fungus last year and there was a concern it might fall on the house.  Town Council having looed at the tree did not see significant evidence and would invite further confirmation from a tree surgeon to justify the felling of this tree, by way of x-ray or ultrasound evidence of internal decay. Comment was made that the tree impacted phone lines, however a new phone post was installed by British Telecom in 2009 and this tree has not grown any more since then.

907. SALCOMBE HARBOUR FIVE YEAR BUSINESS PLAN

The following points were provided for consideration and it was noted that Salcombe also has  45% rental homes with approximately 6000 turnover of visitors per week whereas the Harbour did not achieve this in visiting boats.  Also concerns were raised that a draft report to be provided from Hyder has not been forthcoming as yet.  

It was AGREED that the following comments be put forward for the Harbour Board 5 Year Plan

1. It was suggested the Harbour Board implement both a project and deadline management policy with procedures. For example, the slip hoist was a late application and District circumvented EU Regulations and did not go out to bid due to ‘lack of time’. With regard to Whitestrand Porta Cabin suggestion Salcombe Town Council were informed one week prior to the Harbour Board requiring the facility.

2. A separate detailed business case per investment should be made.

3. The Salcombe Town Council finds the co-ordination with District funded research to be non existent. Their view is that any Harbour strategy must be done in conjunction with a published and agreed report, such as the Hyder.

All of the Harbour Projects so far appear to lack supporting customer evidence as to their absolute need. 

908. SHADYCOMBE CEMETERY WALL

As Tree Warden Cllr Long advised that in this case he felt personally that the trees had to come down as otherwise 

any works carried out would be affected by these trees and they would continue to be an issue in the near future.  The 

trees had also potentially reached the end of their value of life.  Such removal will change the setting of the area but if 

spending public money town council must spend wisely by removing the trees.  The first tree along the line was also 

noted to be leaning towards a neighbouring property.

It was AGREED that the Clerk write to District noting the expert comments and advice received from the Structural

Engineer, Tree Officer and Tree Warden  in relation to repairs to the wall and/or felling of the trees and advise that 

town council intends to now have plans drawn up for repair and additional maintenance to the wall after the trees 

have been removed and invite such comment before such professional drawings are undertaken.  Thereafter Town 

Council will proceed to have drawings drawn up and costing done and then advise the community.

909. TOWN SIGNS

It was noted that the directional town centre, Overbecks and other towns signs are suffering the reflective material coming off and the Rugby Club sign is constantly being reinstated to its correct position due to loose fittings.  County need to be appraised of the identity of such and replace those in disrepair.  It was acknowledged that County are short of money but Town Council need to flag up the need and Cllr Long agreed to collate such list.

It was AGREED that after such collation of a list Town Council will make representation to have such renewed, 

moved or removed.

910. RESIDENTS PARKING

A driving licence number is legally noted and it was suggested that no visitors parking should be not allowed in Salcombe unless the applicant provides such.   The Town Clerk was requested to ask County what statistical sample size are checked of applicants and how such check is conducted and request they please check Salcombe. 

It was AGREED the town clerk should request that County at least seek to note a driving licence number when 

requesting such parking permits.

911. TOWN HALL – WASHBASIN

It was AGREED to carry out the replacement of the broken wash basin at the Information Centre.

912. MAYOR’S CHAIN

This item was again DEFERRED.

913. WESTERN POWER DISTRIBUTION

This item was NOTED but no one present wished to represent Salcombe Town Council at such meeting.

914. REPORTS FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS

Dist Cllr Carter noted he had attended the planning committee the Woodside application was considered and Dist Cllr Brazil moved recommendation to overrule such Town Council concerns and removed the need for their proposed condition.  Town Council were concerned at such representation without due explanation directly.  He had then chaired  a public meeting in Hope Cove for the Sun Bay Hotel extension and 180 residents turned up and it was duly recorded that they were basically against such application.

Dist Cllr. Coulson had been in correspondence with the District CEO as to how he is going to now govern two Districts that have shared services in view of such fiduciary duty which must be accounted for with regard to area rates collected.  His concern was that if such balance of shared services takes officers elsewhere it is worrying that there could be cross over that should not be financed in the South Hams.  The Mayor at this point noted that it had been very hard to get any officer over the past week or so to respond as all officers appeared currently to be attending leaving 'do's'.  He also noted the travelling time between South Hams and Tavistock.    

As to whether there was any response to concerns with Courtney Park grass cutting, Dist Cllr. Coulson noted the level of care and maintenance must be addressed for Salcombe but he was awaiting the elections and new council.  

915. MAYOR’S REPORT

The Mayor had attended the opening of Malborough Skate Park and Malborough Chairman Cllr. Yeoman opened such.  The Tesco Community liaison representative had donated all food and buns etc for such opening.  The Mayor, along with others  judged the skate board competition.   The Art Club evening had been well attended and enjoyable and the P&R numbers were good.  Such post and tape were up at the Park and Ride but the Mayor did not feel this looked good.  Last year Town Council approved post and rail to be costed and such was installed with surplus.  Any over spend will be returned to the May meeting.  It was noted that there was nowhere for motor caravans.  Also a  question is to be raised with Helping Hands with regard to ongoing grass cutting of the Park & Ride and any additional time/cost if post and rail were to be permanently installed. 

916. COUNCILLORS REPORTS

Cllr. Mrs Lidstone – Was concerned with the repair of town benches.  At North Sands a couple have struts missing, Batson ones are not good with four by the water opposite the Island Grill being in bad repair, five by Beehives have struts missing also.  Cllr Mrs Clacy also noted that there were not enough benches on the Berry for people to sit.  Cllr. Mrs Lidstone in her community person role spoke to Sarah Harrison dec'ds mother who provided photos of childrens playground equipment and her mother is willing to contribute £1000 towards facilities at North Sands.  Having attend the Minibus AGM it was noted there was over £4000 profit and all was going well with fundraising but a lot of drivers are sadly approaching 70 yrs so they are looking for new volunteers to drive.  This is not being advertised but hoped that by word of mouth volunteers will come forward.  

As an independent user Cllr. Mrs Lidstone noted that she was no longer able to  use B&A/TQ Recycyling and had  returned to District collection.  With £89 for purple bags and £40 for red bags and an inconsistent service the choice had not been difficult.

Cllr. Clark – Nothing to report

Cllr. King – Noted that the hedge at the bottom of Beadon Road was overhanging the public pavement, such property is The Quiet House and encroachment is forcing people into the road.  A section of cemetery fence is missing on the  footpath but this was acknowledged and is part of ongoing town council works.  Still black bags are being ripped open on Sundays and B&A/TQ are not doing collections over this period and thus Dist Cllr.Coulson is arranging a meeting at District to discuss such local concerns.  Cllr Biggs also noted that BA sacks were ripped open over  the weekend and wondered why the company was not using seagull bags.  No landline number has been provided for TQ Recycling since their presentation and promise for such.  It was noted that holiday home companies are also complaining having that they are experiencing problems with BA/TQ Recycling collections.  Cllr King noted that he continued to attend  meetings with Salcombe IC with regard to Corporation Tax etc.  However it was positive that they had agreed to donate £1200 to update and maintain the Salcombe Christmas lights.

Cllr. Wheeler – With regard to works at 10 Knowle Road he noted that the hedge next to the footpath had been dug out.  This matter has been resolved b Dick Bowen from District but the area in question will look worse before it gets better.

Cllr Mrs Clacy – Matters are moving along with regard to play equipment in the park near the Berry and she had met with Collette the Landscape Designer at Ember Road to consider possible solutions to this area.  The trees adjacent to the Berry park would need to be cut back for installation of any new equipment.  Alex Whish at District did not know that the swings had been removed nor where they had gone and will look into this.  Currently Alex Whish is to obtain estimates for installing equipment to a value of £25,000, £35,000 and £45,000 for Town Council to consider whether to add any additional funding.  

Cllr Hatch – The Splatt Cove footpath gate was open this weekend and he enquired whether Town Council could put up a sign to highlight access to this beach.  This is a County footpath and as such any signage should be installed by them due to insurance.   People were parking on the Primrose Field and the chain and post works to stop such must be carried out post haste.

Cllr Coulson – Noted that there was rubbish around town and not just B&A/TQ but also District Council’s trade waste.  At Cow Lane bags were out for four days and the street sweepers and Cllr Coulson have found letters within such bags with addresses and will request letters are sent.  He is currently attempting to get an agreed time slot for a meeting with District officers.  

Cllr Biggs – Noted that people are just 'shoving carrier bags out' around alleyways, 4 or 5 at a time and filling town bins with household waste in carrier bags.  Also the glass in TQ boxes, one particular one the next day he passed he noted all the glass was smashed.  If TQ are not collecting daily such glass collection is dangerous.  Four tons of soil were provided to the Bonfire Hill cemetery and he thanked councillors who assisted him shovelling and clearing this  from the car park down to the shed.

Cllr Long – Noted the need to contact the Harbour Board as over the weekend some yachts people arriving on the water were dumping their rubbish and bags onto the harbour area around the District waste bins and come morning it is all over the place.  On the matter of hedges at Cross Garden Cottage the box hedge is coming down to head height and restricting the pavement.  There are further vegetation obstructions at Beadon Road.  A request was made for a meeting with the new head of Development/Planning at South Hams to discuss Salcombe issues.. Mayor had already sent an email requesting such.  In future he asked if there could be an agenda item on projects such as play area and cemetery wall to keep an ongoing monitoring of such.  This would be burdensome for the agenda and it will be included in the Clerk’s report as a section to report back on.

917. CLERK’S REPORT

· Attempted to contact Jon Elwell to set up meeting but received no response to emails.

· Request received from DALC for nominations to the County Committee for 2011 – 15.  Will be placed on the May agenda.

· Invitation from South Hams Hospital League of Friends to attend their AGM on 18th May at 7pm. In the Day Hospital.  This is Annual Full Council meeting night and therefore no one could attend.

· Road Closure, 10th – 14th October 2011 Fore Street, Salcombe : Utility Works.

· Community Council of Devon Members Forum meets quarterly January, April, June/July and October to discuss topics selected by the Forum which help influence policies and programmes affecting rural Devon.  Member councils invited to attend.

· Email from Peter Dale Community Safety and Emergency Planning Officer at District requesting any feedback with regard to the handling of the fire at Salcombe over the previous weekend.  It was noted that Devon Fire & Rescue handled the incident perfectly and town council should send a comments that this was the case.  Cllr Long noted that it had been good experience to gauge the effect of having Fore Street pedestrianised.  

918. REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES AND OTHER RELEVANT MEETINGS.

None

919. POINTS OF INFORMATION

· On table.

920. FINANCE

Councillors APPROVED cheques for signature. 

921. NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be the Annual full council meeting held on  18th May 2011 in the Library at Cliff House, Cliff Road, Salcombe at 6.30p.m.

Meeting Closed:  8.57p.m

…………………………………………………..   18th May 2011.

Town Mayor.

