Minutes of the Meeting of

SALCOMBE TOWN COUNCIL 

held in the Library of Cliff House, Salcombe

   at 6.30 pm on Wednesday 27th January 2010  

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT
                                    * Denotes Attendance

Cllr R Moore Town Mayor (in the Chair)
*
Cllr P Coulson 
District Councillor
*
Cllr R Clark

*
Cllr L Dilling

*
Cllr Mrs J Furness 

* 
Cllr Mrs J Lidstone

*
Cllr M Long

A
Cllr. Mrs T Roberto

*
Cllr. Ms. L. Balgalvis

A
Cllr. I. Hatch

*
Cllr L. King

*

Cllr. R. Wheeler

A
Also in attendance:

Cllr J Carter
 - District Councillor
 *
Gill Claydon (Clerk)

     *

Pc. Steve Mullen

*
PCSO David Gibson

*
557. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Members declared personal or prejudicial interests, including the nature and extent of such interests that they may have in any items to be considered at this meeting
· Cllr. Coulson wished it noted that he has no interest in any planning application, declaring neither a prejudicial nor personal interest.  He will thus speak on applications but will not vote on recommendations.  He further noted that by virtue of being a District Councillor he was precluded from volunteering to attend planning site meetings for Town Council
· Cllr. Mrs Lidstone declared a personal interest in 2285/09/F being a member of the yacht club

558. OPEN FORUM
Those present welcomed the idea of a Salcombe Football Club going to the Berry and it was good to see it used.  Parking however was seen as a problem as when the rugby mini club arrived visitors had caused problems and football and rugby with teams might cause further problems.  At Primrose Field the bank edge had been degraded by vehicles parking up on it so dragons teeth were needed for protection as tree roots were being exposed.  If football starts there some users would hate to see the 25/30 dog walkers driven away.  The Mayor acknowledged that such considerate owners cannot be 100% sure that all dog mess was removed so he requested that the football organisers check the field for mess before each match.   They agreed and understood that regular users do pick up so they have proposed before matches they will scan and will not come back and complain about others.  Town Council however did feel that some sort of log regarding any increase in abuse would assist as the Town Council would then request a visit from the dog warden.  The Rugby Club president had agreed that the Football Club could use the hockey changing rooms so long as they clear up after.  All three of the Club instigators will attend a rugby club meeting.  Another issue raised by other users was football boots being worn to access the field.  It was agreed they would ask players to put them on at the field as the boots might churn up footpaths.  Rules of use are to be set as a town and perhaps the players could use just one pathway.  A request was made for a second dog bin on the main entrance and this will be pursued but it is the problem of collection more than installation of the bin.   
The Rugby club have offered to measure out and paint the pitch for football.  Volunteers will help with maintenance and one gardening company has offered to be a sponsor cutting the pitch regularly for the club.  Insurance, Sabre have quoted £161 pa. for full team public liability etc .  They have sponsors for and a kit design and goal posts are to be put up and nets to be taken away each time.  The Mayor advised that Town Council will look at the cost of Dragons teeth and installation. 

Jon Elwell advised that BBC Spotlight would be attending the following day to meet with Mr Chalmers of the South Hams Society to have a look at the issue of affordable housing and the Princes Foundation coming into South Hams and going away to make decisions without taking real local consultation.  He went on to advise that many people around town are saying this proposal is a ‘done deal’.  He asserted that Site 3 is not a done deal and felt that down at Shadycombe there were a great deal of problem against it whereas when the affordable housing development at Bonfire Hill came along there was no resistance from the community.  Mr Elwell did not have a problem with Shadycombe being smartened up and employment put down there but felt not housing.  He went on to explain that a Property Investment Company owns the land from Shadycombe round to Batson and was worried that once such development started in this area it would cascade.
The Mayor advised all that decisions on sites have not been made and any councillor wishing to speak tomorrow would not speak as Town Council but as an individual.  It was felt it would be good to invite Spotlight to attend the Town Council Public Consultation so they can see what local people have to say. 

559. MINUTES
The Minutes of the meeting dated 13th January 2010 were approved by all councillors and duly signed by the Mayor as a true and correct record.  

560. PLANNING APPLICATIONS:
· 2285/09/F Single storey internal courtyard extension to form new kitchen Salcombe Yacht Club, Cliff Road, Salcombe – No objection.  This development sits well within existing limits of Yacht Club although it was noted that such would darken the cloakroom area.  
· 2295/09/F Conversion of existing games room and gym to holiday accommodation and terrace Woodside, Bennett Road, Salcombe – No objection.  Would prefer a 10 degree lean forward on balcony glass to reduce reflection.
· 2306/09/F Removal of condition 8 for planning consent 41/1104/09/F (erection of new 1.5m high stone boundary wall) and retention of existing roadside boundary fronting Bennett Road The Ridings, Bennett Road, Salcombe – Objection.  This proposal is outside the 1.2m maximum height for such boundary wall and if held at 1.2m this would tie in with the existing adjacent property wall thus retaining the ‘public’ view and character and amenities of area.
· 0009/10/F Householder application for extensions to north west and south west elevations with new pedestrian access and timber decked balcony Windrush Cottage, Herbert Road, Salcombe – Objection.  As the plans do not show existing and proposed outlines in the same scales and thus Town Council seek clarification before consideration can be given.  Without such information they are left to evaluate the existing ridge heights with such proposed and as it appears they seem to rise it is necessary for the information to be provided by the applicant.
PLANNING PERMISSION GRANTED

· 1405/09/F Householder application for resubmission of 0447/09/F for conversion of redundant cider barn to a studio/store Batson Hall Cottage, Shadycombe Road, Salcombe

· 1652/09/F Resubmission of 41/1116/09/F for conversion of redundant barn to holiday and/or family accommodation ancillary to Horsecombe House.  Variation to approval application 41/0116/01/F

· 1684/09/F Householder application for enclosure of existing terrace and formation of two bedrooms at first floor level Castle Keep, Sandhills Road, Salcombe

· 1784/09/F Householder application for alterations to front courtyard and boundary wall to provide 1 car parking space and garden area Melrose, Bonaventure Road, Salcombe

· 1861/09/F Householder application for a replacement garden/utility room Quiet House, Cliff Road, Salcombe

· 1934/09/F Demolition and replacement of existing dwelling Devon Court, Sandhills Road, Salcombe

· 1954/09/F Resubmission of householder application 41/0999/09/F for provision of garage 16 Beadon Road, Salcombe

· 1967/09/F Householder application for single storey extension to kitchen and suspended decking The Bluff, Bolthead, Salcombe

· 2023/09/F Householder application for demolition of existing conservatory and replacement with new single storey extension Heatherdale, Main Road, Salcombe

· 2033/09/F Householder application for erection of attached garage and porch Whistler, Onslow Road, Salcombe

· 2042/09/CU Change of use from A3 (Restaurant) to B1 (Business) Unit 8, Hannafords Landing, Island Street, Salcombe

· 2051/09/F Householder application for resubmission of 41/1103/09/F for replacement of existing timber decking with raised patio and associated works Loxley Kingsale Road, Salcombe

NON MATERIAL AMENDMENT GRANTED

· 2142/09/MIN Non-material minor amendment to planning consent 41/1180/09/F for installation of three rooflights on south elevation The Retreat, Onslow Road, Salcombe

LISTED BUILDING CONSENT GRANTED

· 1404/09/LB Listed building consent for resubmission of 0446/09/LB for conversion of redundant cider barn to studio/store Batson Hall Cottage, Shadycombe Road, Salcombe

· 1651/09/LB Resubmission of 41/1115/09/LB for listed building consent for conversion of redundant barn to holiday and/or family accommodation to Horsecombe House.  Variation to previously approved application 41/01115/01/LB Horsecombe House, Higher Batson, Salcombe

WORK TO TREE PRESERVATION ORDER TREES

· TPO684 (No. 46) Reg. No: 2993 Site: The Garden House, 10 Platt Close, Beadon Park, Salcombe Proposal: Fell 1 Sycamore – No objection so long as replanting takes place.
TREE PRESERVATION ORDER – GRANT OF CONDITIONAL CONSENT

· TPO 084 & 674 Reg. No: 2968 Site: Highwood, Moult Road, Salcombe Proposal: Holm Oak – reduce overall crown by 3m, Plum – fell, Pear – fell, Birch – prune off epicormic growth growing on the main stem up to a height of 4m above ground level, Fruit tree – fell, Holm Oaks – fell, Withy - fell

561. SALCOMBE TOWN FOOTBALL CLUB

Consideration was given to the proposals and needs for creation of a club to include the use of The Berry pitch for fixtures.  It was AGREED that Town Council approved of the use of the Berry for such recreation and would seek to install dragons teeth to protect the outer perimeter from parking.
562. HOPE COVE RESCUE BOAT
It was AGREED that Salcombe Town Council write in support of the need to retain a rescue boat at Hope Cove.  The time taken for Salcombe to respond is 28 mins and Hope Cove 12 mins which is critical when on the water.  Surfers etc require the inshore craft and for RNLI to rescue in those conditions it has to despatch the inshore boat as well as the all weather boat.  Sailboarders and surfers go out in fairly windy conditions and the in shore boat has to have an escort and thus it is 2 boats for one rescue under RNLI  
563. PARK & RIDE

To consider a request from a member of the public to contribute financial support towards and thus utilise the Park and Ride facility for transporting guests to a private function on 1st May 2010.
It was AGREED to DEFER this matter pending agreement of opening and charges
564. REPORTS FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
Dist. Cllr. Carter had nothing to raise at this point.  Dist. Cllr. Coulson had attended the design panel where two matters were considered.  Both were very well aired and very helpful in responses that have gone out.  Councillors were actually allowed to participate this time which was much more beneficial.  He had also attended a number of audit meetings.  The Executive meeting on the budget had removed the ferry pier allocation for rebuild which appeared in last years programme apart from some minor safety works to compliment the SWWater works on pipeline.  Dist. Cllr. Coulson made his feelings on this known to all in attend.  CEO Incoll advised District were exploring other areas of funding.    Parking will cover the shortfall in Government allowance and District are putting up reserved car parking charges which is far in excess of inflation and such other charges so this again penalises Salcombe businessmen due to their shops having insufficient storage.  Residents can get season tickets for seasonal stays and perhaps this could be looked at for a bonafide traders for rebate.
He went on to advise that he had received eight phone calls regarding the Site Allocation with all wanting to know more.  Cllr. Coulson had been advising there are pros and cons from both sides and wherever the housing goes in Salcombe it will be visible and where will be the best place and where will industrial go but these calls are taking much of his time at present.  

565. MAYORS REPORT
The Mayor advised that attendance at the Executive committee was an insight into District Council.  He believed that all parking rates are to go up by 10 pence, so Salcombe car parks will be £6.00 per day.   At the meeting the Mayor had been disturbed to hear District Cllr. Fielden state that the people of Salcombe were rich enough to repair their own pier and with regard to East Portlemouth possible closure of their toilets District Cllr.Fielden again said ‘they should go in the sea’.  
The Design Panel had been interesting and the house off Main Road, Stoneleigh had been discussed and the architect has interpreted the development as a single building as opposed to single dwelling by putting in for a semi-detached property.  Style wise such proposal appeared to fit.  It was also satisfying to hear that pitched roofs had been included because ‘Salcombe do not like flat roofs’.

He had also attended a Police meeting at Kingsbridge and discussed foot patrols, CCTV, speeding and other policing issues.  At the Mayors and Town Clerks meeting with the District CEO Dartmouth had raised their concerns noting the amount of closed shops and change in population.  Ivybridge had also put forward a proposal for the town to contribution towards a mobile CCTV facility but the Mayor cautioned the ratio of amount requested and noted that Kingsbridge would not contribute as they have already spent a vast amount installing static CCTV around the town.  
Dist. Cllr. Carter left.

The Mayor concluded by advising that he is seeking to get a police foot patrol in Salcombe during the summer period.  
566. COUNCILLORS REPORTS
Cllr. Mrs Furness – The AGM for the Swimming Pool was poorly attended.  It is however going to be up and running for this year but 2011 is looking grim as no volunteers have come forward.  If they employ lifeguards for the poolside and the main foyer it would ensure opening but be too big a burden on funds.  She passed thanks to Kristian of the Kingsbridge Gazette for running an article on this dilemma.
Cllr Mrs Lidstone – Thanked Town Council for dealing with the bushes in Ackland Road.  On the path from Loring Road to Bonaventure Road the railing has come apart as it is broken and very dangerous – the Clerk is to advise Devon County Council and note that this is called Bushells Lane.  She also noted that the phone box at Batson looks disgusting due to poor repair and being dirty.  The brambles at Batson by the rowing club were again noted.
Cllr. Coulson – Noted that works carried out by concerned residents at Ackland Road.  
Cllr. King – Attended his first Festival Committee meeting last week and was made very welcome.  An arts council grant has been refused due to artistic content not what they deemed acceptable and the whole festival is not felt to be financially viable.  Mr Cohen is more upbeat but the Treasurer believes there are insufficient funds and wants to make a decision at the end of February.  Perhaps a bi-annual event would be better.  There are however lots of young people on the committee who are tuned in and accepting the challenge to raise money by canvassing shopkeepers.    Cllr King sorted out some links between the festival and TIC websites.  They are going to have a meeting to discuss security with the police and Cllr. King will attend.  Tim Chandler feels that there should be more noticeboards around the community to inform people of the festival.  
567. CLERK’S REPORT

· Public consultation being held by Town Council at Salcombe Church of England Primary School from 5-9p.m. Monday 1st February 2010 in relation to the Site Allocation documentation produced by District, including a vote on the favoured site.  The consultation will also include information and a vote on the pedestrianisation of Fore Street and a preview of the draft Conservation Area Document.
· Letter dated 15th January 2010 from Mr Edwards of Main Road advising of surface water drainage works he intends to carry out.
· Response received from BT with regard to the Adopt a Kiosk scheme and its options.  Clerk to write to Batson group and see if they wish to consider adopting.
· Further letter from Ms Martins requesting a seat at the Shadycombe Car Park bus shelter noted.
· Western Power Distribution Road Closure notification for 21st – 23rd April 2010 at the junction of Bennett Road and Cliff Road, extending approximately 40 metres into Cliff Road.
· DAPC invitation to recommend Mayors or Chairmen of Parish Councils for the Buckingham Palace Garden Party 22nd June 2010.
· Email dated 25th January 2010 highlighting dog fouling along Beadon Road track.  People not clearing up as there is a dog bin provided.
· Concerns raised that no response has been received from Bartons solicitors on works commissioned 2006/07.
· Letters are to be sent to street sweepers thanking them for their service to the town together with a retirement letter to Steve Perring.  
· Bench seat at Bonfire Hill Cemetery needs re-treating.  Iain Randall will power wash if there is a volunteer for March time to treat it.  
· Email from Rugby Club advising they are hiring a marquee for a ball and wish Town Council’s blessing for such ball on 5th June 2010.   Town Council content so long as all licences applied for.
· Commons Act 2006 – Batson Green, Salcombe a further application has been submitted to register this as a Village Green.
· Mobile Libraries survey received and responded to.
568. WORKING PARTIES

· Finance – Nothing
· Open Spaces – Bonfire Hill Cemetery Cllrs. Mrs Furness and Hatch had attended and made notes to put forward to council for work to be carried out.  It was noted that the cemeteries were extremely tidy at present and these further works will be considered at next full council.  The biodiversity areas in Shadycombe cemetery were noted and a request was made to considered removing the Palm Trees to make the area tidier, Cllr Long to visit with the Clerk.  North Sands trees are to be managed by District and such works to be carried out this week. Cllr Coulson had also made contact with District to confirm no objections to things they want to do and request the replacement of trees in Cross Park with some further trees in Courtney Park as one tree has been vandalised.  
· Policy –.Nothing
· Planning – As usual.
569. REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES AND OTHER RELEVANT MEETINGS.
Cllr. Dilling – Museum (report provided).  A letter is on its way to town council from the Museum Committee.  The Home Start meeting was routine and not much to report.
Cllr. Mrs Lidstone – Cllr. King and she attended the TIC meeting.  Only five others attended and two were councillors.  The TICS need to join together to obtain money from District and a presentation was made by Kingsbridge Information Centre with regard to obtaining funding from the LAG but the decision was made when representatives feel that no quorum was present.  
570. POINTS OF INFORMATION
District Minutes of Executive 21st January 2010.

District Executive Agenda 21st January 2010 + (1).

Senior Council for Devon Magazine.
Tor Homes Open Door Issue No. 49

Voluntary Vine Newsletter Jan/Mar 2010.

Junk Mail Issue 3. 

571. FINANCE
Councillors noted bank balances and APPROVED cheques for signature. 
572. URGENT MATTERS
None
573. NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be the held on 10th February 2010 in the The Library at Cliff House at 6.30p.m .
Meeting Closed: 8.40p.m
…………………………………………………..   10th February 2010.

Mayor.
