Minutes of the Meeting of

SALCOMBE TOWN COUNCIL 

held in the Library of Cliff House, Salcombe
 at 6.30 pm on Wednesday 26th May 2010  

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT
                                    * Denotes Attendance

Cllr R Moore Town Mayor (in the Chair)
*
Cllr P Coulson 
District Councillor
*
Cllr R Clark

*
Cllr L Dilling

A
Cllr Mrs J Furness 

* 
Cllr Mrs J Lidstone

*
Cllr M Long

*
Cllr. Mrs T Roberto

A
Cllr. I. Hatch

*
Cllr L. King

*

Cllr. R. Wheeler

*
Also in attendance:

Cllr J Carter
 - District Councillor
 A
Gill Claydon (Clerk)

     *

Pc. Steve Mullen

A
700. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Members declared personal or prejudicial interests, including the nature and extent of such interests that they may have in any items to be considered at this meeting as follows:
· Cllr. Coulson wished it noted that he has no interest in any planning application, declaring neither a prejudicial nor personal interest.  He will thus speak on applications but will not vote on recommendations.  He further noted that by virtue of being a District Councillor he was precluded from volunteering to attend planning site meetings for Town Council
· Cllr Mrs Furness declared a personal interest in planning application 0967/10.
· Cllr Hatch declared a personal interest in 0875/10. 

701. OPEN FORUM
In relation to the planning application at Summerhayes Diana Patton and her husband wished to present their objections.  They live at Alvestone directly behind Summerhayes so felt that the proposed development would affect their eastern boundary and overlook their bungalow and back garden.  It was also suggested that there would be a detrimental effect to their quality of life due to noise levels and noted that some aspects of the current plans appear to be against the permitted outline application.  The applicant is increasing the footprint from such outline planning by introducing a two storey unit where there had been a break on the outline plan ad thus it was contented was trying to build the original requested 6 properties that were refused in 2007.  They also felt that the wall was out of keeping with the current streetscene of Loring Road.

The number and size of windows and doors on the western elevation on the outline permission showed four windows but the current plans shows 26 openings on this elevation.  There are five windows and one door presently so this would be a 350 % increase in openings which overlook the neighbouring property creating a loss of privacy and increase in possible noise disturbance.  Also proposed are four timber bridges on the western side and with such usage by people on these it will further raise such noise in accessing and it was suggested that the timber bridges and patio doors that link could well be removed and replaced by windows as there appears no necessity for them to be doors and bridges.

On the north elevation there is an additional timber deck over a covered parking space, which by its hollow nature will carry sound and will be 5 metres from the neighbours bedroom window and by virtue of its intended use will be a focal point for entertainment that could affect the neighbours sleeping and is out of keeping with Kingsale Road.  It is suggested that this use will cause a detrimental effect to neighbour relations.

The proposed plan adds three driveways between the neighbours driveway and Kingsale/Loring Road.  Currently there is parking on the neighbouring side where the proposed driveways are.   Traffic coming around that corner is thrown out when accessing it and the neighbours currently have problems getting on to their drive.  The applicant asserts that people will back on to the new driveways but the neighbours disagree.  Summerhayes is currently a single dwelling for an average sized family which is now going to be increased significantly.  Mrs Patton noted that continued necessity to object to the various applications is stressful and time consuming and she feared other people adjacent appeared confused by the term ‘Reserved Matters’. 
Julian Mann attended as Vice Chair of South Devon Marine to raise concerns with regard to the District and Harbour Master’s proposals to take over the running of Batson Car Park.  The District meeting of 20th April states that Town Council were consulted in 2009.  The Harbour Master has visited Town Council meetings to report but this was not felt to be consultation.  The Mayor noted he had spoken to the Harbour Master today who advised the matter had been being discussed for 3 years but the Mayor advised that Town Council had not given approval.  The Mayor had visited a harbour users meeting and their main concern was how to fence the area for Health and Safety reasons but no mention was made of anyone taking over the whole running of the lift/crane and pressure washing.  Mr Mann noted that local contractors are going to lose out on tens of thousands of pounds worth of work if this proposal goes ahead.  Local contractors cannot afford to lose that money.  District will also have to invest heavily as a travel hoist and/or cradles are very expensive.  It was noted that District have based their figures on certain averages and those present felt this was about 50 boats usage too high.  The figures were discussed at length and it was felt that much stated in the Harbour Master’s report was exaggerated.  
Dist. Cllr. Coulson advised that he had attended a meeting with District CEO David Incoll and the Harbour Master at Totnes and he had started the meeting with logic and agreed set areas where they could agree.  It was agreed that the concerns at the moment largely related to risk because District had not been operating this area with any formal agreement with the operator of the cranes as to safety and procedures.  Technically District is responsible for all operations and procedures on their land on a Health and Safety basis.  The Harbour Master has thus been left with no basics for insisting on standards of operation as nothing has been laid down.  The lawyers for each party have ‘locked horns’ and no one has agreed to give way on just one point within the agreement.  The operator of the crane say they are not there all the time so cannot agree to being responsible for the area and equipment at all times.
Cllr. Wheeler arrived.

Therefore if children climb the jib at night they ‘the contractor – Wilsons’ would have to take out further insurance.  Dist. Cllr. Coulson felt that all the disagreements were surmountable with discussion and relate to Health and Safety.  Therefore he will go back to Wilsons tomorrow to attempt to see if there is scope for agreement.  The paper provided to District members was made available 24hrs before the meeting and put forward a business case with emotive language not expected in such business case.  The Harbour Master would not accept the risks and stated ‘he could not live with himself if something happened’.  Members were being told that they should jump through hoops due to this document but Dist. Cllr. Coulson did not feel they were given proper reasons.  He then explained that he had not received the notification of the meeting which accepted this report.  Another town councillors felt that Winters public liability insurance should cover this aspect but Winters advise that the insurance company will only cover the time the operator is in control and using it.  Dist. Cllr. Coulson is to again ask these insurance questions and has agreed to disagree with District.  He was not sure this was a sound and well based document and felt it guided members one option only because of such need for urgency in an untenable situation!     District officer Mark Seymour is to report to David Incoll tomorrow and then CEO David Incoll is delegated with authority to make the final decision. 
It was questioned whether there was an ability to question this proposal from an audit office stand point on expenditure or involvement of monies when the business case does not appear to have been well put forward.  The Mayor was advised that if town council questioned this and someone died this/next year it would be town council’s fault and thus they were being held to ransom.  Further discussion took place on the other matters put in this report with regard to Health and Safety and Environmental matters such as wash equipment chemicals.

Town Council felt that such expenditure of £160,000 to £200,000 for new equipment when the current provision is still functioning was mismanagement of funds and not value for money in this economic climate when District have not repaired a broken structure such as Jubilee Pier.  If such necessary paperwork was completed for insurance and the crane maintained properly then such risks would be minimal or null and void.   

Dist Cllr. Coulson noted that there had been no impact study on the local community of such actions and District do not know the long term effect.  

Town Councillors understood that the equipment must meet certain criteria for safety and Julian Mann noted that insurance inspectors check the crane twice a year.  A hoist would also have to have a crane attachment to it.  Winters independent Safety Line UK report throws questions up as to the District safety statements.  

Even if the Harbour Master implements this nobody can guarantee no accident will take place and Health and Safety is not there to say there will be no accidents it is merely to manage such risk.  

Julian Mann  left the meeting.

702. MINUTES
The Minutes of the Annual meeting dated 12th May 2010 were approved by councillors after the word ‘Mayor’ was added to the last page then duly signed by the Mayor as a true and correct record. 
703. WORKING PARTIES AND REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE ORGANISATIONS

It was AGREED to accept the following changes to the working parties and representatives on organisations:
Cliff House Trust – Additional representative to remain Gaynor Tabiner

Allotment Committee Liaison– Ian Hatch

Finance Working Party to remain as shown (Mayor – Chair)
Planning to remain as shown (Long – Chair)

Open Spaces to remain as shown (Clark – Chair)

Policy & Staffing to remain as shown (Furness – Chair)
Property – Remove Lonija Balgalvis (Roberto – Chair)

Media – Remove Lonija Balgalvis (Wheeler – Chair) 
704. PLANNING APPLICATIONS: 
Town Council observations:

· 0875/10/F Demolition of existing and erection of new holiday cottage High Point, Bolthead, Salcombe – Applicant Mr. C. Smith – Objection.  This is felt to be an overdevelopment of the site and the increased height of the ridge unacceptable.  The proposed balcony would be unneighbourly due to overlooking the adjacent properties and the dwelling increase is too large for this plot. There were concerns also for the adjacent protected trees.  
· 0893/10/F Householder application for extension to dwelling 59 Kingsdale Road, Salcombe – Applicant Mr P. Dyson – Objection as town council would seek to encourage dormers to the gable rather than a flat roof.
· 0926/10/RM Reserved matters application for demolition of existing buildings and erection of 5 dwellings with associated parking Summerhayes, Loring Road, Salcombe – Applicant Greywell Property Ltd.  DEFERRED Letters of objection and presentation above were noted.  Councillors requested the matter be deferred until their next full council meeting to enable them to have the opportunity to discuss this application with planning officer Malcolm Elliot as there were fundamental points they wished taken up with regard to changes from the outline permission.
· 0967/0/F Householder application for erection of wooden garden shed to house invalid vehicle with designated parking space (off road) 5 The Elms, Devon Road, Salcombe – Applicant Mrs A. MacKenzie – No objection.  The email from planning officer Lucy Hall was noted.  A condition is to be requested that this structure is to house a disabled scooter and if the property is sold or there becomes no need for this vehicle then such structure be removed. 
· 0957/10/F Conversion of lower section of outbuilding to form holiday let/ancillary accommodation Horsecombe Farm, Higher Batson – Applicant Mr C. Thompson – No objection.
· 0978/10/F To utilise the swimming pool barn for ancillary accommodation (changing room, shower etc) plus providing gymnasium with exercise space and children’s play area Snapes Manor, Lower Batson, Salcombe – Applicant Mr M. Badale & Ms. K. Yirrel – Objection to the use of veluxes.  Cllr. Long had spoken to Nils White Conservation Officer and been appraised of English Heritage comments.  Many discussions took place pre application and this application had been moderated.  Such new flooring will protect the original flooring and they are protecting some of the second flooring.  There is to be owl access although there is a question of bat access but English Nature report there is no roosting currently.  The tiles and peg tiles are at the end of their life so will start to deteriorate.  English Heritage felt with development there was a chance to preserve and protect the property at this point.  The problem for town council is the installation of veluxes/roof lights which would make the property modern and they object to these.  The changing room is ancillary and does not have light.  The solar panels are to be installed on a pergola so are therefore not affecting the building and thus protecting it/restoring and are situated behind a wall that runs through but a note is to be made that the panels be sited so that they cannot be viewed from public footpaths.  It was noted that the earth works did not require planning as they were a part of protecting the house due to water run off into the fabric of the building.
APPLICATION FOR LISTED BUILDING CONSENT
· 0959/10/LB Listed Building consent for conversion of lower section of outbuilding to form holiday let/ancillary accommodation Horsecombe Farm, Higher Batson – Applicant Mr C. Thompson – No objection.
· 0977/10/LB Listed building consent to utilise swimming pool barn for ancillary accommodation Snapes Manor, Lower Batson, Salcombe – Applicant Mr & Mrs M & K. Badale/Yirrell – See above 0978/10/F response.
PLANNING PERMISSION GRANTED
· 0165/10/F Householder application for amendments to roof covering (including minor increase in height) cladding and windows Tumbly Hill, Devon Road, Salcombe

· 0221/10/F Retrospective householder application to repair and rebuild storm damaged store barn to create two store barns and new pedestrian access Long Park Cottage, Higher Batson, Salcombe

· 0469/10/F Resubmission of householder application 41/2078/09/F for part demolition and rebuild enlarged kitchen/dining area.  New metal balcony on north elevation 24 Church Street, Salcombe

· 0495/10/F Householder application for enlargement of existing garage 1 Beadon Road, Salcombe

LISTED BUILDING CONSENT
· 0447/10/LB Listed building consent for internal and external alterations to first floor accommodation 3a Island Terrace, Salcombe

PLANNING PERMISSION REFUSED
· 0331/10/F Householder application for re-submission of application reference 41/2191/09/F for loft conversion, erection of dormers, replacement of windows and general upgrade to existing house Restcot, 1 Raleigh Road, Salcombe

PLANNING CORRESPONDENCE
· 0613/10/AG AGRICULTURAL DETERMINATION Copy letter in relation to proposed agricultural grain/straw store at Motherhill Farm, Main Road, Salcombe advising that the no planning permission is required for such.

· 0810/F 6 Knowle Court, Knowle Road, Salcombe – two copy letters sent to District planning from two residents advising of concerns with regard to this application.
· Two letters of objection and a copy of a letter sent to District from residents received with regard to 0926/10 Summerhayes.

· Email from Lucy Hall requesting information and consideration of Town Council with regard to a structure in the Conservation Area at 1 The Elms, Devon Road – As above.
· Revised plans received for application 0595/10 – The Bach, Devon Road :  It was noted that this is part of an application for a CLP application which Town Council have not been provided with.  This could be as no information was required from town council with regard to this application for lawful development but the Town Clerk is to raise this matter.  
705. RURAL AREAS SITE ALLOCATION DEVELOPMENT PLAN DOCUMENTS

Town Council AGREED to respond to District offering their support of the submission of this document to the Inspector in accordance with the criteria permitted.

706. LINCOMBE BOATYARD

It was AGREED that Town Council were not in favour of such a large expenditure for a new slip hoist based on the information available and were concerned for the impact on the community.  There are many things in the community that are broken and need to be fixed and this is not Best Value and the Clerk was requested to write to District accordingly.  

Dist. Cllr. Coulson Abstained on vote but all other councillors were in favour.

707. BEACH MANAGEMENT IN THE SOUTH HAMS

It was AGREED to respond to the District Beach Management ‘Task and Finish Group’ at District that the attached recommendations be considered.
708. LONE WORKING POLICY

It was AGREED to approve the draft Lone Working Policy and put in place such checks and working practices.

709. SALCOMBE CIVIC LUNCH
It was AGREED to Defer this matter pending ascertaining previous dates for such and the availability of others to attend. 
710. CEMETERY RESERVE STONES

Following the Clerk’s report as to historic payment of two reserve stones for two plots at Bonfire Hill Cemetery and the fact that the order for such took place before this payment and no other order was then placed Town Council AGREED that they should pay for such to be made and installed accordingly. 
711. REPORTS FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
Dist. Cllr. Coulson had already reported and contributed during the meeting.
712. MAYORS REPORT
The Mayor advised that a meeting was required for the Park &Ride considerations and of the Finance Working Party to consider funds available and projects to be progressed during the year.
He went on to appraise of his attended at the Design Panel in relation to the further proposals for the South Sands Hotel and noted that the Panel were not in agreement with the plans.  The Mayor will be attending the Twinning functions.

The Mayor had also attended and chaired the District, Kingsbridge and Salcombe Cluster Meeting wherein many officers from District attended along with various John Halliday from Highways and advised of the topics discussed.  

A meeting had taken place between the Police, Peter Dale Emergency Plan co-ordinator from District, Kingsbridge Town Council and Salcombe Mayor and Town Clerk.  There was little to report from this meeting.  
It was noted that the Remembrance D-Day landing service will take place on 4th June 10.30 at Whitestrand.  It was noted that Mr Corkhill had asked Peter Howard for the Order of Service who in turn contacted the Town Clerk.  Councillors advised that this was held by the Holy Trinity Church Secretary and in his British Legion capacity Cllr. Coulson will contact the church and deal with this as it is not a town council matter.

713. COUNCILLORS REPORTS
Cllr. Mrs Furness – Cross Park hedge requires cutting and the Town Clerk is to advise District.
Cllr. Mrs Lidstone – Noted that the benches situated near Beehives all along the front need maintenance.  There are further by the water opposite the Bar Grill.  At the top of Batson where the end cottage built a garage, outside there is a dip in the road with a hole where lorries have driven/delivered.  Town Clerk to advise County. 
Cllr. Clark – Noted a bench that could be moved to accommodate the cycle track.  It currently sits at the top of Piggy Steps buried in a hedge.

Cllr Long – Asked if the Town Clerk was aware when the Open Spaces works are to be carried out and was advised that they have been approved and are now awaiting action.  Reported that with regard to 13 Shadycombe Road an email had been sent from Debbie Crowther with views that were in line with Town Council concerns.
714. CLERK’S REPORT
· Town Clerk to advise of dates for Dist. Cllr. Baverstock to attend Salcombe Town Council meeting in his capacity as Chairman of District.
· Bell Group Uk who carried out works on behalf of Tor Homes and utilised the Park & Ride for their equipment and vehicles have donated £50 as a token of their appreciation.
· Salcombe Maritime Museum, Tim Bass has requested various information with regard to the Council Hall policy, maintenance and meetings and the Town Clerk will respond.

· Councillors have been provided with a copy of the District Empty Homes Strategy.

· Development Control and Conservation User Group meeting is to take place on 9th June 2010 and Cllrs, Moore, King and Long. Will attend to hear about the changes to the planning system following the Killian Pretty review, moving to development management rather than control.

· Salcombe Estuary Rowing Club Regatta has alerted Town Council to their Gig Race taking place on Sunday 6th June at 12.30.  All applications have been made and Risk Assessments and insurance complied with.

· Ross Kennerley has confirmed that he has passed the matter with regard to the Open Space at Ember Close to Property Services to look at transfer.

· Salcombe Information Centre further photos of concerns with regard to the area above the suspended ceiling and works required – Noted and Finance Working Party to meet to consider funds and responsibilities.

715. WORKING PARTIES

None to report.
716. REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES AND OTHER RELEVANT MEETINGS.
None
717. POINTS OF INFORMATION
Playing Field Association News letter Spring 2010.

District Licensing Committee Agenda 24th May 2010.

718. FINANCE
Councillors APPROVED cheques for signature. 
719. URGENT MATTERS
None
720. NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on 9th June 2010 in the Library at Cliff House, Cliff Road, Salcombe at 6.30p.m .
Meeting Closed:  21.05p.m
…………………………………………………..   9th June 2010.

Town Mayor.
