Minutes of the Meeting of

SALCOMBE TOWN COUNCIL 

held in the Library of Cliff House, Salcombe

   at 6.30 pm on Wednesday 25th March 2009  

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT
                                    * Denotes Attendance

Cllr P Coulson 
Town Mayor & District Councillor (in the Chair)
*
Cllr R Moore Deputy Town Mayor 
*
Cllr Mrs G Tabiner 

A
Cllr R Clark

A
Cllr L Dilling

A
Cllr Mrs J Furness 

* 
Cllr Mrs J Lidstone

*
Cllr M Long

*
Cllr D Stevens

*
Cllr Mrs A Thompson
 
* 

Cllr. Mrs T Roberto

*
Cllr. Ms. L. Balgalvis

A
Also in attendance:

Cllr J Carter
 - District Councillor
 *
Gill Claydon (Clerk)

     *

Pc. Steve Mullen

A
304. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Members declared personal or prejudicial interests, including the nature and extent of such interests that they may have in any items to be considered at this meeting:
· Cllr. Coulson wished it noted that he has no interest in any planning application, declaring neither a prejudicial nor personal interest.  He will thus speak on applications but will not vote on recommendations.
· Cllrs. Long, Coulson and Mrs Thompson declared a personal interest in application 0434/09.
305. OPEN FORUM
No members of the public being present this was dispensed with.
306. MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting dated 11th March 2009 were approved by all present and duly signed by the Chairman as a true and correct record.

307. DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE AND REGISTER OF INTERESTS

The Declaration of Acceptance of Office and Register of Interests duly completed were received and countersigned by the Proper Officer.  Deferred to the next meeting due to Cllr. Mrs Balgalvis’ attendance at a funeral.
308. PLANNING APPLICATIONS:
· 0088/09/F FOR INFORMATION ONLY – Replacement windows amendment of  opening 2 Lakeside, Salcombe

· 0148/09/F AMENDED PLANS FOR INFORMATION ONLY – South Sands Hotel, Bolthead

· 0157/09/LB WITHDRAWN Retrospective Listed Building Consent for re-siting of satellite dish 6 Victoria Place, Salcombe

· 0341/09/F Resubmission of 41/1688/08/F for alteration to existing hand rail, deck and guarding Flat 1, Charborough House, Devon Road, Salcombe TQ8 8HB – Applicant Mr J. Gregory: Objection.  This is felt to be an inappropriate design and use of non sustainable materials in a Conservation Area.  Councillors strongly object to the use of stainless steel as edging for the balcony railings.  Town Council objected to the use of such materials on the adjacent property and again assert that such material is out of keeping and affects the setting from Courtney Street noting also that all other properties in this locality have timber edged balconies.  
· 0351/09/F Conversion of garage to living accommodation 1 Berry Close, Salcombe, Devon TQ8 8BP – Applicant Miss J. Everard – No objection.  Councillors however request clarification as to the patio door position as it is shown in two different places on the plans.  It is also requested that the decking dimensions are shown on the plans.  Whilst no objection was carried by the vote Cllrs. Mrs Furness, Mrs Thompson and Mrs Roberto wished it recorded that they were against this application due to the use of a garage for domestic accommodation removing parking provision.
· 0398/09/LB  Listed Building Consent for renewal of vertical slate hanging and replacement cills Snapes Manor, Lower Batson, Salcombe TQ8 8NP – Applicant Trustees of Snapes Manor Trust – No objection.
· 0400/09/F Resubmission of 41/1210/08/F for demolition of existing building and replacement with two new houses Rutherfords, Herbert Road, Salcombe TQ8 8HN – Applicant OEM Plc – Objection.  There was felt to be no significant changes to the original 1210/08 application albeit an addition of one window on the street side and  such adjustment to the porch is inadequate to meet the Town Council’s previous streetscene concerns that this is inappropriate in design, bulk and affects the streetscene.  District are referred to the Town Council’s response to 1210/08.
· 0434/09/F Conversion of existing garage to accommodation for disabled relative and erection of new double garage 16 Beadon Road, Salcombe, Devon TQ8 8LX – Applicant Mr & Mrs P. Lee. – No objection.
PLANNING PERMISSION GRANTED

· 1083/08/F Extensions and conversion of existing two houses into one dwelling Old Vinery, Bennett Road, Salcombe TQ8 8JJ

· 2386/08/F Extension and alterations to dwelling Huckleberry, Fortescue Road, Salcombe TQ8 8AP

· 0033/09/F Alterations to porch and roof light Crossways, Herbert Road, Salcombe TQ8 8HS

· 0076/09/F Extension to dwelling to form double garage 2 Landmark Road, Salcombe, Devon TQ8 8NY

· 0088/09/F Replace window with doors and Juliet balcony 2 Lakeside, Salcombe TQ8 8EJ.

LISTED BUILDING CONSENT REFUSED

· 0013/09/LB Listed Building Consent for the demolition of existing house and the erection of replacement dwelling with associated parking Woodwell, Cliff Road, Salcombe TQ8 8JJ

· 0014/09/LB Resubmission of application 41/1082/08/F for the demolition of existing house and erection of replacement dwelling with associated access and parking Woodwell Cliff Road, Salcombe, TQ8 8JJ.

APPEAL

1369/08/F Appeal Ref: APP/K1128/A/09/2098393/WF Appeal Starting Date: 25th February 2009 Resubmission of application 41/0516/08/F for alteration to internal layout and modification to allow access to new balcony at rear Springfield, Devon Road, Salcombe Devon TQ8 8HQ. By written exchange.

Clerk to write to Appeal office to request that councillors be notified when he attends the property so they can also be present.

309. DRAFT CONSERVATION AREA PLANS
Councillors having had the benefit of the presentation from Nils White at the previous full council meeting AGREED to offer the following comments on the draft Conservation Area plans to District:

The inclusion of Island Street was questioned and Cllr. Long was concerned that Salcombe could lose the slipway and distinguishing characteristics if not careful.  Hannafords Landing and the adjacent District owned building were felt to be out of character with this area. 

A question as to the inclusion of the Shadycombe field is to be raised.
Councillors also understood District intending to bring in Shadycombe Cemetery but felt if they were intending going that far then they should include Coronation Road.

Cllr. Stevens raised the importance of retaining the foreshore and thought the Conservation Area should go all the way to South Sands and include areas such as the castle and this point was generally agreed.  The Conservation Area should go through to the Coastal Preservation area South West of town to include Woodcott.
Cllrs Moore and Long are to furnish Nils White with any further comments.
310. PARK & RIDE

The policy working party had initiated a meeting with the TIC and Chamber of Commerce in order to liaise and consult with the business community and explained why they were currently reviewing the Park and Ride and what had happened historically.  They also went on to explain at this meeting why the service had to come in more cost effective.  Those attending were most co-operative and understanding.  Policy Working Party then met again and produced a paper that was tabled.

Town Council do not want to route the bus through Fore Street as they wish to consider pedestrianisation of this road in the future.  Councillors are to go with Tally Ho to drive around the proposed route at 2.30p.m Weds 1st April.  Cllr. Stevens congratulated the working party on the work done to date.  He went on to question whether the drivers will be happy to come out at Shaw Corner and also felt the age of ‘children’ should be defined.  The inclusion of Fore Street on the timetable was also felt to compromise the ability to keep to time.  The bus is to be painted blue and white and signed Salcombe Town Bus with the acknowledgement of grant support by Salcombe Town Council.

It was questioned whether future accounting has been reviewed and those present were advised that such will be open and transparent with figures and numbers being provided each month.  Tally Ho will collect fee for the bus ticket and parking ticket.

If finances allow and the bus is being well used a late night service may be considered.  The TIC, Chamber of Trade, Tally Ho and councillors would like during high season have a later night service till 7.30p.m.

It was AGREED to sign Heads of Terms for such provision of the Park & Ride service by Tally Ho up to 4th July and then reviewed. Exit strategy – terminated by either party after consultation on one months notice.
311. GRASS CUTTING
In view of the forthcoming season Town Council AGREED to seek three quotes for grass cutting but extend the annual cycle to two cuts per month for 8 months and 1 cut per month for four months from 1st April 2009 offering such terms for three years with an annual incremental increase. 
It was suggested that in future stones may be placed to stop parking on the grass area by the cycle path.  This will only be implemented if parking becomes a problem.
312. SOUTH HAMS TREE PLANTING YEAR 2009.

For the 2009/10 financial year District have £4000 (with the opportunity for possible additional funding) to assist any tree planting scheme highlighted by individual Tree Wardens and parishes for planting on public or private land of a single, tree, woods, new hedges, single tree or tree nursery by a local school.

It was AGREED to nominate the following sites for a single or groups of trees (to be advised by the Tree Warden) within Salcombe Town from the District funding for 2009:
The Berry

Bonaventure Woods 
North Sands car park.

Councillors were asked to continue to consider sites and feed back such to Cllr. Long or even suggest landowners who might be interested for him to contact and discuss with.

313. REPORTS FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 

Dist Cllr. Carter offered his thanks for an enjoyable and well run Civic Evening.  He noted that the meal and service were superb.  District has full council tomorrow but at present Dist. Cllr. Carter did not have anything of interest within Salcombe that required reporting this month.
Dist. Cllr. Coulson had attended the Salcombe Harbour Board meeting in East Portlemouth and visited the affordable housing plot whilst there.  The current main issue for the Harbour Board was the dredging process which had gone superbly and they had monitored the water and there had hardly been any disturbance at all.  Plymouth University were coming in to do formal checks on the SSSIs.  The Batson pontoons were duly agreed in principle to be piled and no white caps painted thereon.  

At District full council Cllr. Coulson would be raising the reserved parking charges at Shadycombe as an issue as all parking fees across the South Hams had been raised by 4% apart from Salcombe which was 43%.  It was noted that this was not in keeping with the Ditrict pledge to help small businesses during this economic crisis and Cllr. Mrs Roberto noted that they had removed the small business council tax for schools too so their annual payment had increased by £500.  Cllr. Mrs Lidstone also highlighted a shop owners concern that the vans parking in the street do not have parking tickets on and yet they had paid such an increased payment for their parking.  At full council District would also be discussing the latest proposals from the Boundary Committee.   

314. REPORT FROM MAYOR
The Mayor advised that the civic dinner had occupied his energy and attention recently.  He had however been in discussion with District with regard to flood protection at Chapel End, Clifton Place.  District has placed cameras down the drains and concluded their solution as they were worried that any protection would force water back up the drains.  The Mayor felt that this was not an issue compared to the water that was coming up the slip and with such surges possible he had asked for something that will keep 80% of the possible flood water out now.  Signage in this area by the traders is also a problem that the planners are considering and the Mayor did not want to see just one trader targeted and felt they must look at all across the Conservation Area.
Town Council had succeeded on stopping the stainless steel and glass on a recent application but noted that the owner had been given an assurance that this was acceptable by planners.  Planning officers had since acceded this was incorrect and therefore the use of wood will go ahead.  It was noted that a new planning officer had dealt with this application and then when Town Council complained Malcolm Elliot had become involved.
315. REPORTS FROM COUNCILLORS
Cllr. Moore – Town Council have preliminary confirmation that sea gull bags are being provided by District for residents that do not have wheelie bins.  
Cllr. Stevens – The Minibus Annual Meeting is on 21st April 2009 and they are looking at the possibility of purchasing a new minibus.

Cllr. Mrs Lidstone – Enquired whether Town benches are repaired and maintained each year?  She was advised that they are not and this is a District duty.  Cllr. Moore however advised that the benches are all going to be done under the maintenance budget following a discussion with Keith Rennells. 

Cllr. Mrs Furness – Requested that a hedge cutting notice be sent to the owners affecting the footpath on Onslow Road (Knowle Road properties).  She was informed that these letters have already been sent and there was no response when Cllr. Long called at the property.  The situation will be monitored.  As Girl Guide Ambassador she attended a show at Kingsbridge Community College which was excellent and raised a large amount of money.  Hazel Burkitt is to step down in July and those present were concerned as to who will replace her good work.
Cllr. Mrs Thompson – Noted that bicycle tyres are being puncture when riding along the cycle path due to hedge cuttings from the hawthorn bushes.  Clerk to speak to Robin Beavis.  It was noted that this could also be a hazard to small children.
Cllr. Mrs Roberto – Starting work on the next newsletter so requested that others contribute articles.  Dist. Cllr. Carter is to provide an article overviewing the Local Government Review.  

Cllr. Long – Enquired whether anybody had heard from District as to why it took them so long to sweep North Sands car park.  No explanation had been received.
It was also noted that horseriders are going across Salcombe Town Council land on the grass at North Sands.  The Clerk is to speak to Alan Pope with regard to the footpath and ensure this encroachment from the footpath to Council land does not continue.
316. WORKING PARTIES

· Finance – Nothing to report.
· Open Spaces – Nothing to report.
· Policy – Park & Ride covered above.
· Planning – Going to review plans and visit properties at a set time of 4.30p.m. on each Thursday before full council with the exception of August (unless plans demand) to ensure continuity and allow councillors to plan such in their diaries.
317. REPORT FROM CLERK

Councillors were advised of the following:

· Received Audit Commission documentation advising that audit will take place 22nd June 2009.
· Councillors have been forwarded information with regard to the new suggestions from the Boundary Committee and further views are welcomed on these draft proposals by 14th May 2009.

· Kingsbridge & Salcombe Area Cluster meeting to take place on Thursday 23rd April 2009.  Councillors invited to give consideration with regard to nominating a representative to chair this meeting and offer to host it.

· Councillors invited to identify any hot spots for litter (including dog fouling) in the Town and notify District in order that they can consider putting a team in to clean up and make a difference.  Councillors suggested Shadycombe Creek to remove items such as thrown down bollards and other rubbish etc.  Possibly Courtney Park.
· Notification of an inaugural meeting of the South West Allotment Officers’ forum on 28th April 2009 in Exeter.

· Letters undated and received from Network Services Kingsbridge notifying of Road Closures.  No Highways Closure Notices have been received to support this information as yet.

· Concorde Copiers offer for an Extended Warranty to provide fully comprehensive cover.

· Estimates for Tree Surveys received and passed to Mark Long to review and consider.

· Employers Annual Return received and Hawthorns Accounting/Payroll providing on line End of Year.

· Milestone halfway between Salcombe and Malborough removed and locked up whilst works being carried out on the Cycle Path.
· Telephone call from Brian Rushbrook advised that he had requested Quantity Surveyor to visit The Berry and advise on weights and measurements for improvement works to edge of Primrose Field area.  Also advised that final works being carried out at Knowle Road, Shadycombe Road and other remaining areas requiring finishing notifying that there would be some water supply interruption whilst some valve problems were sorted.

· Ros Boase from County P3 Scheme is to meet with Clerk to discuss the possibility of working together to achieve further funding for Splatt Cove.

· The Mayor has walked all the footpaths and compiled a report with pictorial evidence for Town Council to keep as a record and to inform County P3 partners. 

· Clerk received booking form to attend annual Larger Councils’ Conference – Nottingham £385.00

· County have provided maps of footpaths they maintain within the town.  This is additional and incidental to the Definitive paths covered under the P3 Scheme
318. REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES AND OTHER RELEVANT MEETINGS.
Cllr. Mrs. Furness – Swimming Pool Committee - Advised that they have two Lifeguards currently doing courses.
Cllr. Rogers – Kingsbridge & Salcombe Chamber of Commerce attended.  They had also requested Cllr. Rogers to attend the Kingsbridge and Salcombe Revitalisation meeting and he was the only Salcombe person present.    He along with the clerk had attended the Power of Wellbeing training which all councillors will have to undertake once Town Council have achieved Quality Status in order to be able to invoke this power.

319. POINTS OF INFORMATION
Senior Council for Devon Newsletter Issue No. 2

District Agenda & Minutes 26th March 2009

District Agenda reports (1) (2) & (3)

AONB Spring/Summer Coast & Countryside Events 2009.

Devontalk Spring 2009.

320. FINANCE
Councillors APPROVED cheques for signature.

Receipts: Civic Dinner - £147.00
321. URGENT MATTERS
None
322. NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on 8th April 2009 in the Library at Cliff House, Salcombe at 6.30p.m.
Meeting Closed: 20.46p.m.
