 Minutes of the Meeting of

SALCOMBE TOWN COUNCIL 

held in the Library of Cliff House, Salcombe

   at 6.30 pm on Wednesday 25th February 2009  

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT
                                    * Denotes Attendance

Cllr P Coulson 
Town Mayor & District Councillor
A
Cllr R Moore Deputy Town Mayor (in the Chair)
*
Cllr Mrs G Tabiner 

*
Cllr R Clark

*
Cllr L Dilling

*
Cllr Mrs J Furness

* 
Cllr Mrs J Lidstone

*
Cllr M Long

A
Cllr D Stevens

*
Cllr Mrs A Thompson

* 

Cllr. Mrs T Roberto

*
Also in attendance:

Cllr J Carter
 - District Councillor
 *
Gill Claydon (Clerk)

     *

Pc. Steve Mullen

A
265. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Members declared personal or prejudicial interests, including the nature and extent of such interests that they may have in any items to be considered at this meeting:
· Cllrs. Mrs Tabiner and Mrs Lidstone declared a personal and prejudicial interest in the matter relating to the  Cliff House rent.
266. OPEN FORUM

Mr Julian Mann was in attendance with his wife and advised of his concerns relating to the use of The Berry.  The other Sunday six cars were parked on the Primrose Field and the bank adjacent to this area is getting destroyed.  The parking is by users of the Rugby Club and Mr Mann was of the understanding that the Rugby Club signed an agreement that they or their members were not to use this area for parking.  He was asserted that a person from the Club stewarding in this area when matches were on and stopping people parking would alleviate this problem and a formal letter from Town Council is to be sent to the Rugby Club.  Cllr.  Clark also noted that Town Council had considered putting a gate or post and chain across the entrance to Primrose Field and were awaiting works to be carried out by South West Water on making the bank higher. 

Members of the public then left the meeting.
267. MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting dated 11th February 2009 were approved by all present and duly signed by the Chairman as a true and correct record.

268. PLANNING APPLICATIONS:
· 2438/09/F WITHDRAWN Demolition and rebuilding of existing garden room and associated works Lower Deck, Shaws Corner, Devon Road, Salcombe TQ8 8JL

· 0033/09/F AMENDED PLANS Proposed alterations to an existing side entrance and rear balcony Crossways, Herbert Road, Salcombe – Objection.  The proposed balcony and extension is to use materials of stainless steel and glass which are felt to affect the streetscene and not be in keeping.  The adjacent properties use wooden balustrade and Town Council would suggest that this is more in keeping.
· 0171/09/F/ Retrospective application for timber decking and glass balustrade to front of existing property along with new refuse storage cupboard and new surface finishes to existing terraces and steps Blue Haven, Allenhayes Road, Salcombe, Devon TQ8 8JU – Applicant Mrs P. Darby – Objection.  The use of stainless steel is not felt to be in keeping.  It was noted that although this application has been considered on its merits as it stands now, Town Council objected to such original application submitted and this retrospective application now seeks to validate such works.
· 0184/09/RM Amendments to Reserved Matters Approval 41/1572/06/RM for erection of detached dwelling The Retreat, Onslow Road, Salcombe, Devon TQ8 8AG – Applicant Mr J. Wright – Objection.  The raised ridge line by 810mm should be lowered to compliment the adjacent property level.
· 0185/09/CU Change of use from retail (Class A1) to Business – Office (Class A2) Dormers, Market Street, Salcombe – Applicant Mr R. Petit – No objection.
· 0215/09/F Replacement of windows with white uPVC windows Flat 4 Churchill House, Market Street, Salcombe TQ8 8DE – Applicants Mr and Mrs Blanchard – Objection.  The use of uPVC is not felt to be compatible with a Conservation Area and as such would be prominent.  Town Council would prefer the use of wood in a conservation area.
· 0238/09/F Extension to flats 1,2,3, and 4 Glenthorne House, Devon Road, Salcombe, Devon TQ8 8HQ – Applicant Mr P. Griffiths – Objection.  This application is felt to be an overdevelopment of the site and such proposed design inappropriate in a Conservation Area.  Such proposal would allow severe overlooking and loss of privacy in the neighbouring property.  The application is felt to be contrary to District policy and would remove cohesion with neighbouring properties in the locality.
PLANNING PERMISSION GRANTED
· 2368/08/F Extension to dwelling Melrose, Bonaventure Road, Salcombe TQ8 8BG.

269. REVIEW OF LEASES
Councillors were reviewing Leases held by Town Council and having received costings approved enlisting an independent assessor for a fee up to an invoice limit of £500 in order to update such and advise council on current market level and outline their obligation as Lessor to ensure future inclusion and implementation of relevant terms.

270. CLIFF HOUSE RENT REVIEW

It was AGREED having received no response from Cliff House Trust to defer this matter and Cllr. Mrs Tabiner agreed to contact the Treasurer to ensure contact and arrange such meeting.  Cllrs. Moore and Stevens are to attend and discuss such matters and thus report back to full council with a recommendation.
271. PARK & RIDE PROVISION

Cllrs Mrs Thompson and Furness tabled a report which illustrated the amount of information they had gathered and advised they should have complete costings and legal implications by next meeting.  The councillors had met with a representative of a parking meter company today.  Out of 3 Companies one was not suitable, one had not responded and thus this meeting had taken place.  The Company ‘Metric’ are keen to assist and have said machines in many areas around the County.   The councillors had also liaised with County to ascertain if the Town Council to add their order to their group ordering, this appears feasible.  The parking meter would cost in the region of £3,000.

Tally Ho had indicated that they wish to run a system whereby they receive a monthly balance of payment, thus there would be a £5,000 cash flow over the year whilst awaiting the County grant.  Consideration was then given to the bus travelling to the TIC with turning in Courtney Street before returning to the Park & Ride.  This was a provisional idea and councillors were urged to think of this and offered other alternatives .  Cllr Clark was concerned that the turning of a bus at the TIC was dangerous and would not work but acknowledged that he could not at present think of anywhere else.  It was also to be a different problem in summer if deliveries were taking place and thus blocking this road.  Cllr. Mrs Thompson noted that all deliveries should have delivered before 10a.m.  Cllr Stevens noted that on reviewing the routes that at Herbert Road by the halt sign this is a blind point and advised that Tally Ho should revisit this route, Cllr. Stevens suggested going up Devon Road.  The provision of town passes was questioned and it was advised that presently the 0ver 60s, RNLI, Art Club etc purchased at a lower rate.  After much discussion and consideration with suggestions it was questioned as to who in the longer term pays for maintenance of the field and suggested that this is why parking charging is needed.  A further point was disabled provision with regard to access and egress of the bus.
272. SALCOMBE FLORAL SOCIETY
An application for a grant towards providing educational workshops for the Floral Society members was received and it was AGREED to grant £250.00 and offer thanks to the Society for all the gratis flowers arrangements provided within the church for civic occasions etc. 
273. REPORTS FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 

Dist Cllr Carter had attended the Sustainable Communities Act forum in Ivybridge held at the Watermark Centre along with Cllrs Coulson, Mrs Thompson and the Town Clerk).   He felt that the arrangement of this meeting had been rushed through and was merely ticking boxes.  The groups presented good ideas but were too local when Governmental changes were welcomed.  Thereafter he had attend two planning site meetings in the afternoon and expressed to Town Council his concerns and views.  Tuesday had seen him attend the Carbon Management Programme in Exeter which he had found to be most informative and he had learnt a lot and understood what they were trying to strive for in future.  Today the Environment meeting had gone through reports from the Food Safety department along with others such as AONB report.
274. REPORT FROM MAYOR
No report was received.
275. REPORTS FROM COUNCILLORS
Cllr Stevens – Raised concerns with regard to large pothole on Footpath 10 the clerk updated councillors with regard to Cllr. Coulsons efforts and the fact that Alan Pope from County had attended the area and cordoned of such sections and was awaiting confirmation on funding to carry out such necessary works.
Cllr. Mrs Lidstone – Noted the installation of the roadsign for Bonaventure and Beedon but was concerned that operatives have put new signs in and left old rusty ones above and below the new ones!  Clerk to contact District.  She went on to enquire after progress on Malborough Skatepark and was advised that all at Malborough seem to be in agreement and thus was moving ahead well.

Cllr Mrs Furness – Advised that the heating is installed at the Young Salcombe centre and is working very well and all users are delighted.  A guard is needed and certain snagging point but all considered the Centre with to offer thanks for Town Council help and support.  Hazel Burkitt has been working with camera crews and a programme is due to go out on 2nd March Channel 5 at 8.50a.m. as she has been nominated for all her voluntary work.  A Jumble sale is also to be held by panto people towards the swimming pool funds.

Cllr. Mrs Thompson – Noted that there had been reports from residents with dogs being extremely ill after going down to North Sands.  A visit to the vet had confirm Campilabacta.  She advised she could provide a list of people with pets.  It was noted that there is now a Notice is down at North Sands advising – if children are playing on beach wash hands but this was felt ineffective as where could children do so.

Cllr. Mrs Thompson went on to enquire on behalf of Richard Wotton what the position was with regard to the trees opposite Bonaventure Close and also what is happening in Bonaventure Woods as trees are becoming overgrown.  It was noted that a survey had been carried out a few years prior and those works must now be appropriated.  Also a letter was to be sent to the landowners following Cllr Long investigating ownership with regard to trees opposite Bonaventure Close..

Cllr. Mrs Tabiner – Noted the opening onto the highway pavement along Fore Street adjacent toSea Salt.  She enquired whether they had sought permission and noted the town had endured such restriction for 4 months.  It was agreed that the clerk would write enquire of Highways accordingly send a letter to the contractors from Town Council.
Cllr Moore – Highlighted earlier reports of the £35,000 attributed to Salcombe from District on Open Spaces and the need for suggestions and advised that this item will be placed on the next agenda for decision.  His personal suggestion was that Town Council should start fencing their land.

276. WORKING PARTIES

· Finance – Nothing to report.
· Open Spaces – Cllr. Clark received advised he had received the first quote from Mr Mann but this was acknowledged as materials only.  Should labour charge be required this could be sourced.  
· Policy – The Policy Working Party minutes were provided for all councillors.  Policy also requested an explanation as to how the Open Spaces Working Party are set up/made up.  Cllr. Clark agreed to review and report back at the next meeting.
· Planning – Ongoing.  With regard to the current Conservation Area consultation a report is to be made by Nils White at the forthcoming 11th March 2009 council meeting.
277. REPORT FROM CLERK

Councillors were advised of the following:

· The Public Path Diversion Order 2008 was received in respect of Footpath No. 2 Salcombe  (Batson Creek) duly confirmed.
· Notification of the Kingsbridge & District Branch ‘Senior Council for Devon’ to ensure the voice of the over 50s in this area.

· County letter dated 20th February 2009 advising that Phase 4 of the A381 Salcombe to Malborough path commenced on the 23rd February 2009 and that temporary traffic signals will be in use and to raise awareness to members of the public, especially those with children, of the dangers of construction sites.

· Clerk advised that she had advised Roadform of council’s agreement to the use of the Park & Ride for storage of materials and equipment during the works on the cycle path.  Mark Lowry has indicated that Roadform as a gesture of goodwill will carry out reinstatement works/upgrading to the Park & Ride surface and these works are to be discussed with the clerk.

· Complaint from resident with regard to scooter riders with ‘L’ plates using Bushell Lane between Bonaventure and Grenville Road.  The Mayor has advised that this is not a designated right of way and to mention this to the police.

· Development Control questionnaire as to their service and any concerns councillors may have.  The Clerk was requested to email this to all councillors and draw together all response to remit to District.
· A notice has been erected at the beginning of Bridle path 10 to warn that this path is unsuitable for horse riders, vehicles and for walkers to continue with care.  Alan Pope is to seek funding to carry out works in this area but has visited and also taped the area warning.

· Clerk now holds a stock of wheelie bin liners and household caddy liners for sale through the Town Council at a cost of £3.00 for 50 caddie liners and £3.25 for 5 wheelie bin liners.

· Waste bins have been moved to more accessible positions and councillors acknowledged such.  The street sweepers had been sent letters acknowledging their service and Chad had attended the offices to acknowledge his thanks.

278. REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES AND OTHER RELEVANT MEETINGS.
Cllr. Moore advised that the Elwell’s Architect through talks with CCD had been told that the cost of a Housing Needs Survey would be £5,049.  Guiness Trust and the Elwells are considering the way forward at present.  Cllr. Moore felt that a further Housing Needs Survey would illustrate who currently needs housing since the Bonfire Hill development.

Swimming Pool Meeting – Cllr Mrs Furness advised that preparations were going ahead well and they would be re-opening on 23rd May 2009 at 2p.m.  The Committee however are still trying to find lifeguards and will put a notice up in the community college.  They will pay for training but those applying would have to sign to agree they would stay for the season or reimburse costs.  Cllr Mrs Roberto is also to put an article relating to this in the council newsletter.

279. POINTS OF INFORMATION
Junk Mail Spring 2009.

District letter dated 18th February 2009 cancelling Parish Cluster meeting scheduled for 23rd February.

South Devon Carers Consortium invite to next meeting on 26th March 2009.

District Agenda Tax Setting Panel meeting 24th February 2009.

The Playing Field Winter 2008/9.

District Executive Forward Plan 5th March 2009.

280. FINANCE
Councillors APPROVED cheques for signature.

Receipts: 
Civic Dinner payments £903.00


Bonfire Hill Cemetery £455.00
281. URGENT MATTERS
All councillors were reminded that the Mayor’s Civic Dinner is on 14th March and it is hoped all will attend.
282. NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on 11th March 2009 in the Library at Cliff House, Salcombe at 6.30p.m.
Meeting Closed:  7.40p.m.
