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*

Pc Mullin   
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PCSO Gibson






        A

104. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Members were invited to declare personal or prejudicial interests, including the nature and extent of such interests that they may have in any items to be considered at this meeting as follows: 

· Cllr Biggs wished it known that by virtue of his profession and development contacts he would leave the meeting until all planning matters are discussed.

· Cllr Mrs Clacy declared a personal and prejudicial interest in application 2805/11/F and any matter in relation to land owned by Mr Elwell.

· Cllr King declared a personal interest in application 2940/11/F.

· Cllr Clark declared a personal interest in application 2805/11/F

· Cllr. Moore declared a personal and prejudicial interest in application 2892/11/F

105. OPEN FORUM

Mr Elwell enquired whether any further explanation had been obtained from District as to why the Harbour Hotel were not required to make any Section 106 contribution at least with regard to the new dwellings provided within the hotel curtilage.  He felt the owners were hiding under a veil of dependency of  being a hotel and yet the marketing of the properties belies this.  Dist. Cllr. Coulson is to take this question to the planning officers.

In relation to the Yacht Club, Mr Elwell advised that their opinion in relation  to Harbour Hotel's request for a pontoon was that the Club were not happy at such precedent being set if a pontoon were approved in this location.  They do not feel it is appropriate to have pontoons up and down this area of the harbour as it would be opening the floodgates for further development along the waterside.  Mr Elwell advised that the Yacht Club would also be writing independently.  Such provision of a pontoon could also intrude on the free use of the harbour for dinghies.  

Cllrs Biggs and Clacy left.

Jon and Simon Elwell were present to hear what town council said about their Master Plan response.  He also clarified that when attending the last time they were present to advise they had submitted a draft Master Plan and that South Hams would be sending such out in due course.  He asserted that it was not his intention to have a response sent before District in turn sent such draft out and requested a response.  The Mayor noted that this was not what town council had understood and thus had put a lot of effort into a response for the document and town council were not likely to defer such response.  Dist. Cllr Coulson is also to ask where District stand on the planning process in relation to Mr Elwell's outline application submitted on 22nd August.  On 23rd September Dave Kenyon, planning officer, asked for some additions and amendments which were sent in on 4th November but to date no response whatsoever had been received with regard to validation.  Although nothing had been heard District had cashed the applicants cheque in September and as far as Mr Elwell was concerned they were now 3 weeks into the 13 week process.  Mr Elwell felt that the Master Plan was not part of the outline planning application and thus no statutory response was required to the Master Plan but it had been sent so District could be aware of its formation.  The Mayor noted that District are currently in this transition and following the new process on proposed planning so a Master Plan must be in place to consider such application. 

The Mayor asked whether Mr Elwell was now in a position to give town council a response on land equalisation?  He declined yet to do so. 

PcSO Gibson emailed to apologise for his and Pc Mullen’s absence from the meeting.  He advised that this is national road safety week and they have been into schools delivering safety advice although PcSO Gibson will be visiting Salcombe Primary school next week due to the schools hectic schedule. 

 

The area is still being targeted for scrap metal and power tool thefts from building sites and therefore the police urge anybody seeing anything suspicious on sites, out of hours, to call the police non-emergency number 101 unless the crime is in the process of being committed then call 999.

The Mayor noted that the mobile CCTV had been taken to Yealmpton and the police have detained person  in relation to recent thefts within the shops in Salcombe.  Another person is still sought and it was believed another couple are also working this area.

106. MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting dated 9th November 2011 were approved by council and then duly signed by the Mayor as a true and correct record. 

107. PLANNING APPLICATIONS: 

Councillors considered the following applications and sent such observations to the District as Planning Authority:

Cllr Clacy returned to the meeting.

· 2686/11/F Householder application for replacement balustrade and retrospective application for new bathroom window and obscure glazing to bedroom window Lower Magdala, Baptist Lane, Salcombe TQ8 8EX – Applicant Mr and Mrs Tripp – Objection.  This application seeks to replace the decorative wooden balustrade with glass and steel and this was not felt acceptable in a Conservation Area.

· 2746/11/F Resubmission of approved application reference 41/1915/11/F (construction of replacement dwelling) to allow ridge to be raised by 150mm The Cot, Island Street, Salcombe TQ8 8DP – Applicant Mr and Mrs P. Taylor – It was acknowledged that the ridge height is to be raised up 150mm.  This is accepted due to Health and  Safety requirements for the three floors.  However in a previous application town council objected to the square dormer being faced with weatherboard and wished the slate front retained and therefore town council Object and reiterate this point.  The current slate covered bay window is a good example of inter community, architectural osmosis and should be retained in a Conservation Area.

· 2761/11/DC Improvements to fish quay to include improvements to quay wall, replacement of Southern slipway, provision of hard standings, installation of containerised freezers, renovations to existing timber buildings, relocation of fuel tank, relocation of water pipes.  Provision of quay side winches and installation of chain link fence – Regulation 3, LPA own development Salcombe Fish Quay, Gould Road, Salcombe – Applicant South Hams District Council – Support.  However town council request that the applicant considers the security fence colour and mesh density as such will be highly visual and town council would prefer a softer structure in  an AONB/Estuary area.

· 2759/11/LB Listed building application for overall roof replacement The Grange, Cliff Road, Salcombe TQ8 8JQ – Applicant Mr A. Nicholls – No objection.

Cllr Clacy left the meeting whilst the following application was considered 

· 2805/11/F Householder application for proposed dormer loft conversion 2 West View Terrace, Main Road, Salcombe – Applicant Mr and Mrs Bourne – Objection as town council believe a pitched roof dormer sits more comfortable in this area.

· 2809/11/F Construction of pontoon affixed to sea wall Salcombe Harbour Hotel, Cliff Road, Salcombe TQ8 8JH – Applicant Salcombe Harbour Hotel – Objection due to environmental concerns for the eel grass and other marine sensitive areas, private and public precedents being set together with the views of the Yacht Club, AONB, Estuary office and any comments from the Harbour Authority .  In discussion town council were of the opinion that the major weight of decision on this application should rest with the estuary officer and harbour board.  It was noted that the Estuary officer and AONB had submitted an objection and raised concerns.  Town Council believed that the area south of the ferry including part of the coast path are coastal waters and thus different to the harbour area.  The Harbour Board and harbour officer have a policy in place to limit the use of private pontoons and there were concerns that this public provision could set a precedent that could be challenged by all other properties (also commercial) along this stretch and at the adjacent Batson Creek, East Portlemouth etc, watersides.

· 2823/11/F Householder application replacement single storey rear extension and formation of basement storage space Bottom House, Coronation Road, Salcombe TQ8 8EA – Applicant Mr and Mrs Stone – No objection.  It was noted that the existing and proposed drawings are submitted on two separate sheets in different scales to each other and it was felt this should not be permitted by District.  

· 2886/11/F Householder application for provision of parallel parking bay and extension to deck area Moult Sylvan, Moult Road, Salcombe TQ8 8LG – Mrs T. Hitchins – No objection.

Cllr Moore left the meeting whilst the following application was considered.

· 2892/11/F Installation of 32 solar panels to roof of swimming pool building Salcombe Swimming and Life Saving Club, Onslow Road, Salcombe TQ8 8AG – Applicant Mayor Roger Moore – Support.

· 2907/11/F Householder application for personal funicular lift to new property Sunny Cliff Hotel, Cliff Road, Salcombe TQ8 8JX – Applicant Mr M. Blackwell – No objection.

· 2940/11/F Householder application for double door in existing window opening leading to new balcony Kingsholm, Knowle Road, Salcombe TQ8 8EQ – Applicant Mr W. Ellard – No objection.  


PLANNING CORRESPONDENCE

· 2487/11/F Copy of extract from planing application showing completion of Certificate of Ownership – Certificate B giving notice to everyone who was owner of any part of the land or building.

· 2926/11/TW Reg. No. 3228 Site Shadycombe Cemetery, Shadycombe Road, Salcombe.  Town Council application for works to trees received.  Due date of letter seeks response by 7th December.  It was noted that this is a Town Council application which they duly Support due to the undermining of the cemetery wall.

· 10/2824/11/F Copy information from South Pool Parish Council with regard to an application for installation of a 15 Kilowatt Wind Turbine.  Discussion took place on this application in an adjacent parish it was noted that there were concerns about erecting wind turbines in an AONB when further exploration into using tidal flow had not been undertaken.  Also other countries have started pulling down wind turbines due to  problems of flow and collection.  Discussions continued on the visual impact and noise noting that when it was cold last year there was no wind.  It was agreed that the notion of sustainable power is welcomed but these structures are often intrusive and intermittent on supply and thus town council objected.  

· Copy letter dated 17th November 2011 addressed to owners of Old Solicitors Office 24B Fore Street, Salcombe from District regarding unauthorised change of use from office and storage to holiday accommodation and storage.

· Cllr King noted that he had personally been in correspondence with District in relation to the fence erected at The Bluff nearby to Overbecks and such non compliance with planning.  Debbie Crowther planning office had written to the architect Michael Stopher who advised that planning application had been put in and the fence was to deter the general public from private entering land and using the area as a picnic site.  No application had to date been received and no date provided for the removal of the fence and District are to pursue enforcement to seek removal.  

Cllr Clacy left the meeting.

108. MASTER PLAN RESPONSE

All councillors have received a copy of the draft Master Plan with comments included in red and it was AGREED to approve this formal response to District with respect to the allocated site RA3 Bonfire Cross, Salcombe. 

Jon and Simon Elwell left the meeting.

Cllrs Biggs and Mrs Clacy returned to the meeting.

109. TENDER FOR MAINTENANCE CONTRACT

This item was DEFERRED.

110. THE MORTUARY, SHADYCOMBE

Town Council were made aware of the progress to date by the Salcombe History Society in relation to their application for a grant to enable them to install electricity in the Mortuary to use as a workshop.  It was AGREED to invite Ken Prowse and the society financial officer to attend a meeting and discuss the implications of the Heritage Lottery conditions.  Town council were concerned with regard to the Heritage Lottery wish to increase activity and public admittance to the mortuary area.  It was felt that no parking should take place in a place of rest and therefore town council would need to close and lock the main gates.  It was noted that a portaloo is mentioned and this needs further clarification.  

111. SALCOMBE PARK AND RIDE

This item was DEFERRED and may receive amendment before being returned to the agenda.

112. EMBER ROAD LANDSCAPE PLANS

It was AGREED to pay of out of pocket expenses for the work to date by the Landscape Designer up to £100.00

113. REPORTS FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS

Dist. Cllr. Carter advised that the Harbour Board had listened to town council comments and withdrawn and were now re submitting their showers planning application using stone cladding.  The Brixton brickworks was now demolished and there is a 5 acre employment site being installed there.  The Sherford site is back in for application.  On a question of the percentage of affordable housing he felt this would change on percentage during the life of the development due to the amount of housing being provided.  There are also sites at Ermington, Brixton and Loddiswell.   Dist. Cllr. Carter said District had definitely had the Fish Quay grant monies confirmed and the sea wall would be the first thing to look at.  On the question of when this would start he noted that they are going to tender and will look at costs.  When sheet piling was first placed in this area it kept going down and did not bottom out so due consideration must be given to this.  The pontoon system is up with flashing lights indicating routes and the contractors are returning to finish December 12th.   He also apologised that he had been advised that the advertisement was not in the local paper notifying of the 5 Year Plan consultation meetings.  Therefore town council asked where District stand as this was a public consultation but the public did not know about it?  Such notification should have been a public notice stated Dist. Cllr. Coulson going on to say the public consultation should be done again. 

Dist. Cllr. Coulson advised that the Executive have approved the review of winter preparations for car parks and keeping them open and accepted liability for keeping the car parks clear.  This is to be done in co-operation with local villages and town councils and there will be secured grit bins within the car parks.  The dog control orders legislation was now being moved forward and there will be overarching legislation for all areas and town and parish councils will be able to contribute to specific orders for specific areas.  Waste collection and trade waste is now all coming under review but District have a current contract till 2014.  The recycling rules have now changed and the only plastic collected is currently plastic bottles.  Work is ongoing on recycling for trade waste as at present such is disadvantageous as huge advances have been made since the contract was taken out and TQ are a shining example of what can be achieved.  District collection for plastic is going to landfill as people are depositing all sorts of recyclable and non recyclable plastic which contaminates the batch.  Dist. Cllr. Coulson along with Dist. Cllr Carter enquired whether their reports could be heard after planning and they then leave as at present they are having to wait through all other discussions on the agenda. The clerk is to amend the agenda accordingly and also by request of the Mayor with town council approval include the District Councillors in all group emailing sent to town councillors.

Planning committee are to consider Alston Gate affordable housing shortly.  It is intended to provide some shared equity and some Tor Homes letting and they are hoping to have 3 out of the 4 rented properties secured for a local connection.  Malborough have done extremely well and had Guinness, then Hastow and now Tor Homes housing.  

Dist. Cllr. Carter left the meeting.

The Mayor noted that whilst Dist Cllr Coulson was on vacation nothing further had progressed with regard to the Bonfire Hill hedge removed and other planning matters in this development.  It was felt town council needed a meeting with the planning officer to discuss on site.  Dist Cllr. Coulson stated a hedge would be replanted but once such Devon hedge species have been destroyed it cannot be redone so it will just be a replacement hedge.  It was noted also that the scaffolding on this development is virtually into the road and along with other matters this needs addressing.

114. MAYOR’S REPORT

None. 

115. COUNCILLORS REPORTS

Cllr King –  The property owner half way along the main road towards Malborough was again blocking the cycle path with a white transit van and trailer containing logs and District bins.  There is also a car parked on the opposite side of the road and this will be reported to the police and County Highways.

Cllr. Mrs Lidstone – The display boat has been replanted.  On 16th December 2011 a commemmorative bench will be placed on the cycle path by a resident.  There followed a discussion with regard to areas that are pathways or public areas that are being encroached upon.   The question as to the turn on of Christmas lights received the responses that this will take place on Tuesday 29th November 2011.  Cllr. Mrs Clacy will ensure this information is placed into childrens bags and sent out on texts.

Cllr. Mrs Pickering – Noted that the kerb stone outside Cuba shop was fixed and is again all broken and loose.  

Cllr. Biggs –  Noted that a deep hole at the junction of Devon Road/St. Dunstans Road should be lit as it is dangerous.  This problem had been reported to Highways but to date no one has been to check.  The leak outside the Catholic Church is still running.

Cllr. Hatch – Noted that at Cross Park garden waste rubbish had been fly tipped in a corner.  He also advised that when manning the barriers outside 'The Plaice' shop in Fore Street for the Remembrance Sunday Service it had been noted that the kerb stones are loose and thus dangerous.  

Cllor Mrs Clacy – Understood that the tree next to the display boat at Beadon Cross was talked about a year ago  with regard to cutting back but nothing had been done.  The Clerk is to remind Cllr Long to mention this to Ross Kennerley or Simon Putt Tree Officers when they visit to seek permission to carry out such works.

116. CLERK’S REPORT

· In discussion with the Allotment Committee with regard to their investing in insurance.  Also they wish to consider Allotment Agreements with a view to changing to another Allotment Society.

· Town councillors were allowed to attend the Stokenham Planning training on Wednesday 7th December 2011 at a cost of £20 each within the training budget.  Those attending are Cllrs Wheeler, Biggs, King, Long, Hatch and Mrs Lidstone..

· Email dated 22nd November 2011 from a resident forwarded to all councillors with regard to concerns for the retaining sea wall at North Sands Beach and possible undermining of Cliff Road.  Town Council asked the Clerk to send a letter adding their concerns to this matter and noting that on the town side between the boathouse and public conveniences the water is getting inside and digging out the wall.

· Documents received from Land Registry with regard to land at Beadon Cross appear to indicate the rotten fence belongs to County highways.  County have been notified and a response is awaited.

· Formal letter dated 30th October 2011 received from Salcombe History Society inviting town councillors to attend open meeting at Salcombe Primary School on 8th December at 7.30p.m.

· South Devon Healthcare NHS letter dated 21st November 2011 advising they have been named ‘Acute Healthcare Organisation of the Year 2011.

· Road Traffic Order 11th – 16th January 2012 Roads affected Church Street, Salcombe Utility Works.

· Card with photograph received of W.I. together with Cllr Long planting their commemorative oak tree at the entrance to Bonfire Hill Cemetery.

· Clerk and Mayor met with another mapping company to seek to remedy digitally capturing the cemetery records.  The Town Clerk is now to write to Manuscripti offering a payment for the documents already digitalised to pay for works done and take ownership of records.  Thereafter an alternative solution will be sought within budget.

· South Hams District Council are holding a public event on Monday 5th December from 5-7pm at the District Council Offices at Follaton House, Plymouth Road, Totnes to discuss the budget challenge for the year ahead.  The Mayor advised he would attend and requested the papers that will be attached to the Executive Agenda on 8th December. 

· Steve Mason of District had enquired whether town council had any concerns with regard to cleansing matters in Salcombe and it was felt there were none at present.

· On Tuesday 15th November 2011 the Localism Bill became the Localism Act. Neighbourhood Planning Regulations and Community Infrastructure Levy consultations need responding to in December and Cllr Long is currently reviewing the Statement of Community Involvement consultation from District which will come forward to the December agenda.

· Cllr Hatch will join Cllr Biggs to take Snow Warden training Wednesday 30th November at 1p.m.  Cllr King will attend if possible. 

· The Clerk raised the matter that the dining room table in the council office needs removing.  It is hoped that this can be sold but if not it will be taken away.

117. REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES AND OTHER RELEVANT MEETINGS.

Cllr King – Attended the Information Centre AGM wherein all attending were acknowledged and thanked but he noted that the IC are still paying £4,000 p.a corporation tax on the premise they have to have enough money just in case.  It was suggested the IC could just reduce their fees as this money was being given to Government.  

He went on to express concern that the Cliff House meetings will now be hard to attend because due to the dark nights the Trust are going to meet at 4p.m. in the afternoon.  Therefore anyone who works is now marginalised.  It was noted that the renovation work is progressing.

Mayor – He chaired the recent Cluster meeting and noted that Cllrs. Hatch and Mrs Pickering also attended.  There were notably no other responses from parishes with regard to devolved services just Salcombe and Yealmpton.  Yealmpton were the parish council who wrote the form.  There was also no interest in a District Link Officer.  Less than 50% of parishes were represented at this meeting and it was felt there was no reason to have cluster meetings any longer.  John Tucker, District Leader, advised that a reason to get together is the County and District £1.10 being offered which is not going to each town or parish but to the Cluster Group and then each council will bid for the money.  Kingsbridge however just wished for their share of approximately £6,000 to be given directly to them to utilise.  The Mayor therefore felt that most did not know where devolvement or Clusters were going.  Dist Cllr. Coulson felt the Link officers were not a tool for parish but in order for the District CEO to illustrate what a forward thinking District Council they were and how far reaching.   

118. POINTS OF INFORMATION

· On table.

119. FINANCE

Bank Balances:

Current: £500

Deposit: £114209.53

Councillors APPROVED the following cheques for signature:

	Name
	Amount

	One Bill – Telephone
	£31.08

	Royal British Legion – Remembrance Wreath
	£19.00

	HMRC – Tax & NI
	£390.58

	Claydon – November
	£880.17


Dist Cllr. Coulson, Cllr Biggs and Mrs Clacy left the meeting and did not return. 

PART II

Members of the public and press were excluded from this part of the meeting as the item under discussion contains information exempt under the LGA 1972, Schedule 12(a) Part 1, Section 1 and the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960.

120. LUSCOMBE MAYE LAND AGENTS

It was AGREED to put forward the Terms of Reference and if these are approved accept the Terms of Engagement from Luscombe Maye with amendments as noted in Confidential Minute 120 23rd November 2011.  

121. NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will held on Wednesday 14th December 2011 in the Library at Cliff House, Cliff Road, Salcombe at 6.30p.m.

Meeting Closed: 9.50p.m

…………………………………………………..   14th December 2011.

Town Mayor.

