Minutes of the Meeting of

SALCOMBE TOWN COUNCIL 

held in the Library of Cliff House, Salcombe

 at 6.30 pm on Wednesday 22nd June 2011  

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT
                                    * Denotes Attendance

Cllr R Moore Town Mayor (in the Chair)
*

Cllr R Clark

*

Cllr L Dilling

A

Cllr Mrs J Lidstone

*

Cllr M Long

*

Cllr. I. Hatch

*

Cllr L. King

*

Cllr. R. Wheeler

*

Cllr. Mrs A. Clacy

*

Cllr. A. Biggs

*

Cllr Mrs Pickering

*

Cllr J. Martins

*

Also in attendance:

Dist. Cllr J Carter
 - District Councillor
 *

Dist. Cllr P Coulson 
District Councillor
*

Gill Claydon (Clerk)
     *

Pc Mullin   





                      *

PCSO Gibson






       A

43. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


Members were invited to declare personal or prejudicial interests, including the nature and extent of such interests that they may have in any items to be considered at this meeting as follows: 

· Cllr Biggs wished it known that by virtue of his profession and development contacts he would remain in the meeting room and contribute to discussion on planning matters but not vote.  He also declared a personal and prejudicial interest in application 1493/11/F  

· Cllr Martins declared a personal and prejudicial interest in the Cottle Quay application.

· Cllr Hatch  declared a personal and prejudicial interest in application 1503/11.

44. OPEN FORUM

Pc Mullen noted that crime wise in the last two weeks a shed  had been broken into in Cliff Road and tools stolen as has been experienced in the rural areas.  At Salcombe Music Festival the police had attended in numbers and noted that with an 8p.m. finish at Whitestrand it had helped but unfortunately at 10.30pm Salcombe had been inundated with youngsters who had drink on them, a lot had come out of private houses.  It was sadly noted that many 15/16year olds had earlier in the week been seen in Supermarkets with parents buying alcohol.  Policing the festival was a success with only one drunk and disorderly person exposing himself.  A young lady of 15 years was taken off by ambulance due to effects of drink.  Notably the licensed premises were no problems at all.

Youngsters and drink are something to be addressed the Mayor said but noted the festival was well organised and more adjusted towards families.  Therefore with the police attendance all had been a success and the town cannot stop the festival due to bad parenting.  In excess of 100 youngsters arrived around 10.30pm and most arrived in Salcombe with drink.

For the forthcoming summer season the police had contacted Tally Ho Bus company and Coast nightclub and they will operate a service to and from Salcombe from 19th July to 30th August on Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday.  The police will monitor arrival back at night and look after bus passengers.  They will also monitor problems with drop offs and will be around if necessary, subject to emergency calls.  The Mayor gave thanks to the police for their festival attendance.  

Cllr Long noted that a number of people had passed favourable comments that the appearance of more police around town was good.  Whether this is because they have witnessed such for the first time or not the timing was obviously right.  Pc Mullen noted that this was due to the new shift system and currently two thirds of his shifts are late.  Cllr. Biggs wished to Minute on behalf of the Festival organisers their thanks too.  

On another matter a question was raised as to what the licensing hours of Island Bar Grill were as attendees were noted leaving about 2.30p.m and if such was happening now out of season there might be concerns.  The clerk was requested to ask District if there had been a change of licence hours and request a list of all licenced premises hours in Salcombe from District.

Mr and Mrs Webster-Smith were in attendance with regard to the Moult Lodge proposals.  They explained they wished develop the 'hole' in North Sands noting that unfortunately they had experienced problems with the rock face and were having to redesign the house to put it back against the rock face.  Following two or three designs they had a pre planning site meeting back in December 2010 with some proposals but as these were not acceptable and having taken note of everything that was said at that time they are now with a new architect.  A new set of plans were now available for pre-planning consideration.  These tried to be sympathetic to the previous Lodge house and had taken in some new innovations and set it back against the rock so as to note be so prominent and reduced greatly the whole area of glass which was not favoured.  The more traditional and much more reduced roof area with flat roof over left hand side of sitting room.  They have been recommended by the Design Panel that due to problems with the rock face they should have the house built against it and sought Town Council comments.  From discussions with Malcolm Elliott they advised he commented favourably.

Cllr. Long explained that Town Council comments were being given without pre determining a final application in line with the Town Council policy document.  It was felt that it would again be good to have further on site pre application discussions with the architects, Malcolm Elliott and applicants present.  The applicant was concerned as arrangements for the previous meeting took 3 months to arrange with District and now they were on a tighter time schedule and would like some initial comment.  Town Council noted they were pleased to see that many of the Town Council and Design Panel comments had been taken on board with a use of a lot more local materials, setting the building back etc.  The proposed style is more in keeping with the former building and improves on some of the previous extensions.  Such application would therefore be worthy of consideration with some slight variations observed that the current architects have put forward that are quite subtle.  If the District officer was unable to make an early meet then Town Council were content to just meet the architect to be clear on some of the proposed finishes and understand the variations reasoning.  The applicant advised that Malcolm Elliott had recommended that instead of a slate roof they could install a parapet and therefore a further plan was shown.  It was also raised by the applicants that with regard to materials the existing stone stacked to the side of the development plot had experienced some theft and they would not have enough remaining to build the house out of them.  Most of the bags are half empty.  

Mr and Mrs Webster-Smith left the meeting.

The discussion on Minute Item 50 below was moved forward to this part of the meeting to allow Mr Hosking to observe such.

45. MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting dated 8th June 2011 were approved by council and then duly signed by the Mayor as a true and correct record.  

46. ELECTION OF DEPUTY TOWN MAYOR AND SIGNING OF DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE

It was AGREED that Cllr King be so elected and such Declaration of Acceptance of Office of Deputy Mayor was duly received.

47. PLANNING APPLICATIONS: 

Councillors duly considered the following applications and sent the following observations to the District as Planning Authority:

· 1190/11/LB + F Resubmission of listed building application reference 41/0591/11/LB for conversion and extension of garden shop to form dwelling The Garden Store, Cottles Quay, Thorning Street, Salcombe TQ8 8DW – Applicant Mrs S. Hosking.  This application was considered at the previous meeting and the response noted therein.  Due to such not being on the agenda as receipt of plans were delayed it was advertised and noted herein to allow any member of the public to speak to such.

· 1493/11/F Demolition of existing and replacement with 2 dwellings Rutherfords, Herbert Road, Salcombe TQ8 8HN – Applicants Mr and Mrs Baker –  Objection.  This is a modern building with the form observed from the road being pitched slate, with an amount of render.  In principle Town Council were in favour of this application  but there were some issues on fenestration and materials used particularly to the rear where there are elevated balconies which, in one part has a privacy screen and the other none so  there is possible overlooking.  It was felt this application needed to soften such render to the back facade and potentially at the front.  It is proposed separated from the boundaries and now two separate properties with ridge levels very similar to existing so overall what Town Council would favour.  However there are protected trees such as a prominent Monteray Cyprus which is a valuable amenity tree.  The documents within the application reference different trees to those to which they relate and if approved would allow felling of such protected tree and is thus an error.  Town Council therefore are objecting this application on fundamental errors and concerns with fenestration and overlooking at the rear of the property requesting consideration in changing some materials to soften the facade and also so that they are assured the correct tree is protected.  The plans also note felling a eucalyptus which has already been felled.  It is suggested in the application that the roots of the Monteray Cyprus potentially affect development of the site but the eucalyptus was nearer to the site.  There should be no issue with the tree remaining between the two properties.  It was questioned whether the street tree was viable and it is felt by Town Council that this should remain as it does not affect the entrance and nor building.  Thus Town Council seek clarification and guidance from the officer on these points.  

· 1499/11/F Householder application for construction of subterranean extensions and associated works 4 Moult Farm Cottages, Salcombe TQ8 8LD Applicant Mr and Mrs P. Robinson – Objection.  Although this development will be sub terranean it is in fact cut into the bank to the rear and side of property and so long as local stone and wooden doors are used it is acceptable.  However it is stated in the application that the adjustments to this house are allowed under permitted development.  Town Council raise an objection to this that those changes would allow a full height window from the first floor level to the eaves which would change the character of this property.  The plan is for an oil tank above the plant room and the ground floor sub terrannean extension and the intention to put this in and enclose such in concrete.  Town Council request to be advised of the Environment Agency response comment on this as to whether it is allowable as they have concerns about leaks into/hidden in concrete and that such could get into the ground.  It is suggested such should be external, exposed and in concrete bunds so as allow any leaking to be seen.  

Cllr. Hatch left the meeting whilst this application was considered.

· 1503/11/F Variation of condition 5 (stonework) for planning consent 41/1168/09/F for a cast stone instead of carved stone The Italian and Waterside Gardens at The Moult, Cliff Road, Salcombe – Applicant Mrs D. Marks. – No objection subject to the colour and finish of such being approved by the planning officer.  Town Council acknowledge that there is currently planning permission granted for some work.  The local stone proposed, which was part of a previous condition from District Council, is now felt inappropriate for carving and as such would not be acceptable.  It was suggested Portland Bath  or Sandstone and this application proposes a caste stone, looking for Portland colour to blend in.  one.

       WORK TO TREE PRESERVATION ORDER TREES

· 1292/11/TW Reg. 3164 The Valley House, Sandhills Road, Salcombe  - This application is for work to a number of beech trees and to remove one particular tree.  It was noted there is a lot of dead within the crown of these trees.  A Holm Oak it is suggested does need pollarding.  No objection but Town Council would like to see this work monitored closely and young trees already in place protected as to lose too many trees would change the area.

PLANNING CORRESPONDENCE

· Email received providing illustrations of amendments to the proposed development at Four Winds, Devon Road, Salcombe.  Dist. Cllr Carter advised he had spoken to the applicant who wished to come back to the table to reconsider this and he suggested he contact Town Council.  The owner has planning permission granted on Appeal for something that Town Council believe was not in keeping with the area.  What they are now proposing does soften this as the structure is still considerably box like.  They have however moved to a different architect and designer from the original and are making proposals to replace zinc with slate and put timber screens in whilst making adjustments to a window that overlooks the Vicarage.  It is suggested a change from white render to grey to reduce impact.  Town Council are encouraged to see the applicant moving away from the approved plans and this would be a useful start for discussions and they would therefore suggest a meeting.

· Email from Harrison Sutton providing pre application plans for consideration in relation to Moult Lodge, Salcombe.  This item was covered in Open Forum.

· Three copy letters to District dated 8th, 12th and 16th June 2011 from various objectors with regard to 1287/11 and 1288/11 noting objection to the proposals.

· Officers Report notifying that it was not expedient to take enforcement action for the alleged unauthorized alterations to garage roof Rockvale Knowle Road, Salcombe.

· Request from Harrison Sutton for a pre application meeting for Poynts Croft in South Sands to include attendance by Dean Kinsella.  Town Council requested drawings prior to such meeting so they can be studied.

· Email of notes of informal meeting with regard to RA3 site at Batson.  The email stated Minutes even though they were headed notes and it was felt they gave the impression that those who attended the meeting gave some agreement one way or another whereas they had not.  The notes are therefore misleading and could give members of the public the wrong appearance of views and opinions of Town Council at a pre meeting and this should be pointed out.  The meeting was to receive information and the only issue covered was points of clarification on statements.  

48. COUNCIL HALL

It was AGREED that Cllrs Martins, Wheeler and King address the health and safety concerns in relation to the works required and seek costings.

49. FUTURE OF LOCAL PUBLIC AUDIT

It was AGREED that the Town Council approve the recommendations requesting that Devon Association of Local Councils be considered as the body to identify an auditor to act as ombudsman in such cases as required such.  

50. RELAXATION OF PLANNING RULES FOR CHANGE OF USE FROM COMMERCIAL TO RESIDENTIAL

Government want to encourage more dwellings to be provided by re-using commercial sites.  In many urban towns it was agreed this would be of assistance and Town Council would agreed such should go ahead but that the houses should be permanently occupied.  It was however felt that such should not be in a Conservation Area nor Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.  Inner city areas and their surroundings fit this change of planning rules where it is acknowledged it is difficult to find places to build.  Places like Salcombe town and surrounding villages that are within a tourist area and have expensive residential properties could however find this proposal to be seriously detrimental to their sustainability.  If the General Permitted Development were to take the rights away for strict planning consideration of B1 business plus B2 then all light industrial units would move over almost automatically over night and there is no urban area to reinstate such provision.  The Policy needs to be clear and identification of industrial need in a town evaluated and if there is a lack of employment problem this policy should not take place.

It was also felt that such issues as these that would emerge have not been clearly identified for a town like Salcombe.  

It was AGREED that Town Council respond accordingly.

Cllr. Wheeler arrived.

51. LAND VALUE CONSULTANT

It was AGREED that a Land Value Consultant was required to assess such land in town and that expressions of interest for such consultant and interviews take place to select an independent professional to advise town council and the community on land value of council land.  The Mayor, Deputy Mayor and Cllrs Long, and Wheeler so to action.

52. LIST OF OUTSTANDING PROJECTS

The following projects were AGREED to be actioned by:

Park & Ride – Cllrs King and Long

Ember Road – Cllrs Mrs Clacy, Mrs Lidstone and the Mayor  (Priority)

St. Dunstans – Cllrs Mrs Clacy and Mrs Lidstone together with the Vicar’s wife Frances French (Priority)

Open space and woodland – Cllrs Long, Hatch and Martins

Shadycombe Wall and trees – Cllrs. Wheeler and Long  (Priority)

Bonfire Hill Cemetery improvements – Cllrs Clark, Hatch and Biggs (Priority)

Land issues ownership/encroachment – Cllrs Wheeler, Clark and Biggs

Council Buildings Leases – Cllrs Biggs and Mrs Pickering

Transfer of Land – Cllrs Moore, Biggs and Wheeler

Grass cutting and verges/3 yr contract – Cllrs Hatch and King 

Road sweeping, rubbish collection and litter – Cllr Martins and Dist. Cllr. Coulson

Snowmen –Cllrs King, Biggs and Dist Cllr Coulson

Social Housing, Swimming Pool & S106 – Cllrs Biggs, Mrs Clacy, Mrs Pickering and Mayor

53. REPORTS FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS

Dist. Cllr. Carter noted he was also in attendance at the pre meeting for RA3.  He had attended the opening of the Malborough new football pavilion and a LAG meeting on Monday as the District representative.  There followed a meeting today with District looking at proposed pre application sites wherein they noted when employment land is included District needed to consider the aspect of such provision as the house building companies are not used to building commercial.  District now need a policy of how to provide such.  Therefore they are to do a business/employment usage needs survey.  He finished by responding to the Mayor's question last meeting as to what happened to the slate boards commemorative boards that were situated at the bottom of the steps and advised that the RNLI had removed them.  He no idea where to as not District.  

Dist. Cllr. Coulson – As chair of the Environmental and Economic Scrutiny he explained what scrutiny was.  In essence it was to look at a policy area and determine whether or not the policy is sensible and then look at the effects of what is being done to implement such to ensure there is no disconnection.  He had been on leave so had not attended further meetings although did have a Conservative Group meeting on the Monday and noted that normally what is said within such is not reported to councils but they had been given permission to.  Chairman Rufus Gilbert had decided not to hold a civic dinner nor civic service and all expenditures are being stopped.  There was already a degree of networking so they saw no reason why Follaton should not invite mayors and councils to a meeting such as the super cluster for a working lunch for such networking no civic ceremony is needed.  He also requested feedback  on a suggestion that parish councillors might want to attend District training sessions for upcoming legislation and localism bill.  Town Council were interested and questioned whether there would there be a cost?  

54. MAYOR’S REPORT

The survey on Ember Road is to be carried out shortly and once done Town Council can be given suggested sketches.    He attended the 90th Anniversary of the British Legion Service on Sunday noting that Salcombe were one of the founding members of the British Legion.

55. COUNCILLORS REPORTS

Cllr King – The Park & Ride is still breaking even though there had been bad weather recently, due to a good Easter.  There were a couple of complaints about signs but it was noted people tend not to read them.

Cllr Mrs Lidstone – Noted there was lots of activity around the old gasometer area and wondered what was happening.  Had there been an environmental assessment?  It is apparently in the ownership of the Gas Board or National Grid.  There had been a further hold up on the highways outside The Ridings. Bennett Road which stretched right back through town as the builders held up everyone for 15 minutes to unload.  Will ask Pc Mullen to have a word.  The benches on the right hand side of the boatpark she felt were in a disgusting mess and also there was grass all overgrown around.

Cllr Biggs – Noted that the recycling bags are still on the road and not being cleared.  TQ instead of collecting every day  are believed from information from the holiday homes to be only collecting once a week on changeover.   It was agreed that District must lead on discussions to rectify this matter.  

Cllr. Martins – Noted the same point as Cllr. Biggs..  Having spoken to the road sweeper it was his job to clean the road so TQ take their bags but not the remainder if rubbish spilled.  Cleaning companies go in on changeover days and they put bags out too.  Holiday homes businesses, cleaners and the recycling company are all making money out of this service and he will take the next steps forward to speak to each of the companies to see what practical things can be done.  He provided a photograph from the bottom of Sandhills Road where a fence is 6ft tall, this was acknowledge as Beaufort and Scales and although adjacent to a highway was in the plans when considered by a previous council.

He had been contacted by two fishermen independently with regard to Cliff House Gardens and the below sea wall.  He had taken a photograph below the low water mark and whilst it seems alright there are small holes where mortar is being eroded, which is leading to cracks in the grass within the gardens etc.  This is happening other places such as  at Victoria Quay and they have large collapse problems on the road responded Dist. Cllr. Coulson.  A letter is to be sent to District.

Cllr. Mrs Pickering – Looked at Town Council website and noted items which she had mentioned to Cllr Wheeler for change but was concerned that within the list of responsibilities there was still a mention of Jean Furness dec'd.   Following the Salcombe Festival they had received feedback from Sarah Woolaston MP on how it appeared run and this feedback was positive.

Cllr. Clark – At Bonaventure Close/Woods junction there is grass about 3ft high which is obstructing view.  The Clerk was also requested to ask County Highways or the Police to question parking at this juncture as it was felt dangerous on this blind corner when cars are coming up and down Onslow.  Parking on Sandhills Road was ridiculous and the whole side from the White House to Sandhills Road was just parked cars with no gaps left for vehciles to pass etc.  At South Sands the seaweed is atrocious and also at North Sands and following a complaint to District it only got cleared a week later.  The grass on North Sands is 3ft high and boggy.  The car park also was completely flooded due to the seaweed blocking the outfall.  At South Sands on the road outside Tides Reach the sand build up is 7-8inches high across the road covering the double yellow lines.  Bonfire Hill cemetery is coming along but needs another couple of weekends of voluntary work and therefore Cllr Clark plus Cllrs Hatch and Biggs are giving of their time.  A new wheelbarrow is needed and will be purchased.

Cllr. Mrs Clacy – Has been using the cycle path which is overgrown and asked who is responsible for cutting.  It is County.  

Cllr Hatch – Noted that district are trying to close 13 more public conveniences in the South Hams.

56. CLERK’S REPORT

· Emailed to all councillors advice from Dist. Cllr. Coulson that an application has been made for a new premises licence at Cliff House, Cliff Road and he requested comments from Town Council.

· Parish Paths Partnership Spring/Summer 2011 Newsletter.

· Letter dated 13th June 2011 requesting information with regard to Splat Cove access.

· Request made for Allenhayes Lane and Ackland Road to be closed between the junctions with Bonaventure Road, Devon Road and Allenhayes Road on 20th – 22nd September 2011 – South West Water.

· Request made for Church Road to be closed between the junctions with Church Lane and Market Street on the above-mentioned dates for South West Water to carry out essential works to the carriageway surface.

· To be held on the 10th July 2011 the Vicar has made an application to hold a ‘Blessing of Boats’ service in Cliff House Gardens.

· Advised by District Street Naming that the developer has agreed to the name Salcombe Heights Close by adding the word Close to ensure it is not misleading.

· North and South Sands problem with seaweed and North Sands car park flooded.

· Letter received 22nd June 2011 from Hazel Burkitt in relation to The Young Salcombe Centre asking to be considered for a grant up to £500.00 towards a new door unit.

· Letter dated 15th June 2011 from Manuscript with regard to their quotation and longer than anticipated provision of the service.

57. REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES AND OTHER RELEVANT MEETINGS.

None

58. POINTS OF INFORMATION

· On table.

59. FINANCE

Bank Balances:

Deposit Account: £92121.86

Current Account :£500.00

Councillors APPROVED the following cheques for signature:

Clerk Wages, NI and Tax to be paid.

One Bill Telecom Council Telephone £22.57

Concorde Copiers Quarterly maintenance charge £14.15

SHDC Bonfire Hill Cemetery Bin Rental £23.52

60. NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will held on 13th July 2011 in the Library at Cliff House, Cliff Road, Salcombe at 6.30p.m.

Meeting Closed: 21.24p.m

…………………………………………………..   13th July 2011.

Town Mayor.

