Minutes of the Meeting of

SALCOMBE TOWN COUNCIL 

held in the Library of Cliff House, Salcombe

 at 6.30 pm on Wednesday 18th May 2011  

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT
                                    * Denotes Attendance

Cllr R Moore Town Mayor (in the Chair)
*

Cllr R Clark

A

Cllr L Dilling

*

Cllr Mrs J Lidstone

*

Cllr M Long

*

Cllr. I. Hatch

*

Cllr L. King

*

Cllr. R. Wheeler

*

Cllr. Mrs A. Clacy

*

Cllr. A. Biggs

*

Also in attendance:

Dist. Cllr J Carter
 - District Councillor
 *

Dist. Cllr P Coulson 
District Councillor
*

Gill Claydon (Clerk)
     *

Pc Mullin   





                     A

PCSO Gibson






       A

1. DECLARATIONS OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE AND UNDERTAKING TO OBSERVE THE AUTHORITY’S CODE OF CONDUCT TOGETHER WITH REGISTER OF INTERESTS

(a) All councillors present were provided with a Declarations of Acceptance of Office and Undertaking to Observe the Authority’s Code of Conduct and the Town Clerk duly witnessed such signature and received forms.

b) All councillors were provided with the Register of Interests form for them to complete and return for submission to the Monitoring Officer.  They were also advised of the Register of Gifts and Hospitality and Register Amendment forms for future use.

2. ELECTION OF THE TOWN MAYOR AND SIGNING OF DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE

Cllr. Wheeler nominated Roger Moore to continue as Town Mayor and this was seconded by Cllr. Long and all present AGREED unanimously and such  Declaration of Acceptance of Office was duly signed by Mayor Moore.

3. ELECTION OF DEPUTY TOWN MAYOR AND SIGNING OF DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE

Due to no nominations this was DEFERRED.  

4. CO-OPTION OF COUNCILLORS

The two applications for two co-opted councillor positions were considered, Caroline Pickering and Jim Martins and following a vote it was AGREED that both be co-opted.  The Declarations of Acceptance of Office and Undertaking to Observe the Authority’s Code of Conduct and Register of Interests documentation will be completed and received by the Proper Officer in the next few days.

5. STRATEGY FOR WORKING PARTIES AND REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE ORGANISATIONS

It was AGREED that councillors would represent the Town Council as detailed on the attached.

6. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


Members were invited to declare personal or prejudicial interests, including the nature and extent of such interests that they may have in any items to be considered at this meeting as follows: 

· Cllr Biggs wished it known that by virtue of his profession and development contacts he would remain in the meeting room and contribute to discussion on planning matters but not vote.  He also noted he had a personal and prejudicial interest in application 0158/11/F and therefore left the meeting whilst this was discussed and voted upon.

7. OPEN FORUM

The architect for the Loughrigg application was invited to outline changes.  He explained that  they had made a number of changes since the last meeting and were attending for informal comments before submitting a further plan to District.  The number of houses had not changed as the scheme the architect asserted was not viable with lower.  The daylight within the neighbouring property had been responded to by email and the neighbours had been visited  at their house 1 Coronation Road.  He explained the changes that they had made and then went on to inform those present with regard to 'right to light' certain height lines of screens and street scene.  

A meeting too place with the neighbours of 1 Coronation Road and noted they would prefer 3 houses but advised they had a perfectly amenable meeting with compromise on amenity; offered to commit to render, obscure glass windows on side will be fixed, they will also commit the scheme to a 'condition' to prevent a garage or roof to be developed, will give confirmation that the deck at the back of the sitting room will be below 1.4m below their ground floor, retain the hedge at the back and that the 1.7m screen in that position will be increased to 2.m and extended to 5m from the back of their house, a small change to the roof pitch at the rear – lower eaves at back by 400-450mm and reduce ridge by 200m.  The architect felt that they have done everything they possibly can now.  

Tim and Judy Bayley live a 1 Coronation Road and wanted to ask one further thing in relation to the Town Council  13th April minutes which was not clear.  They enquired whether the council felt this application was an overdevelopment or not?  They would prefer to see 3 two storey houses and had seen further drawings and the architect had explained about the vertical light component but they were still concerned about shadowing and loss of sunlight in their living room and would like to reserve their option to take further professional advice.  Noting the Conservation Area they remained concerned that the proposed application was a dominant structure and cramped layout which will harm such with visual impact. 

The Town Council view was that they felt a smaller scale development on site would be preferred and felt it was an overdevelopment.   However they recognised the size of the site and what could be put in place there due to Government guidelines and felt planning officers would have felt such acceptable.  The original proposal was for six properties and they were now down to four .  

It was commended that the applicants, architects and neighbours had discussed and appeared to have addressed some of the issues.  Town Council Planning group had looked at all applications on this site and were mindful of views before and were appreciative that many of the points raised were picked up by the applicant.  The development is proposed just over 1m from the boundary which is something Town Council had been pushing to ensure on all developments.  They appreciated steps that were taken to address the comments Council made on the last planning application but they still had concern about style of the properties to the front..  Town Council recognised the extent of brick and such relatively unbroken form to the front and having  looked at draft plans felt it still had potential to be a very stark development between the properties of Coronation Road and Shadycombe house noting this was a buffer for the Conservation Area.  Such issue was still concern that it looked institutionalised.  Recognising that the slate roof and brick is a substantial change there was a dilemma that steps had been taken that have changed the development over time since Town Council first saw it.  A suggestion was offered that the end wall that is rendered with brick could be used to the front so that it could be broken up and this might go some way towards alleviating concerns but the bay windows along Coronation Road broke such uniformity on older properties.  Pastiche is often used to envisage quaint whilst Town Council felt it was a genre acknowledges development that will try and be sensitive and simulate the setting of the area and thus supported such.  

Town Council were appreciative of the pre application discussions as there is much development in Salcombe but this applicant and architect had obviously listened to comment and moved to accommodate such.  At this point Town council were just providing pre application comments to draft documents.  

The Architect, Mr Kerr and Mr and Mrs Bayley left the meeting.

8. MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting dated 27th April 2011 were approved by council and then duly signed by the Mayor as a true and correct record.   It was noted that from the beginning of this set of Minutes the numbering will recommence from one.

9. PLANNING APPLICATIONS: 

Councillors duly considered the following applications and sent the following observations to the District as Planning Authority:

Cllr. Biggs left whilst the following application was considered.

· 0158/11/F REVISED PLANS Resubmission of 41/2084/10/F for demolition of existing extensions and alteration/extension of existing hotel to provide bedrooms, improved restaurant, swimming pool, spa, gym and treatment rooms and erection of 10 waterside villas and conversion and extension of Bakerswell House to form 4 apartments Salcombe Harbour Hotel, Cliff Road, Salcombe, TQ8 8JH – Salcombe Developments Ltd. – No objection.  Confirmation was however sought that the rooflights to Bakerswell will be Conservation Grade.

· 1031/11/F Resubmission of householder application 41/2791/10/F for alterations and extension to dwelling 6 Bonfire Hill, Salcombe TQ8 8EE – Applicant Mr M Greatorex – Objection due to overdevelopment.  Although such development on site is reduced it was felt from the plans that the development seeks two dwellings on this site which is against policy.  The plans clearly show that each level has a living room and kitchen.  There are also already two entrances to the property which would allow it to be easily divided in the future.  The proposal for the garage was also felt to be excessive in height and depth into the garden and could adversely affect neighbouring properties producing overlooking despite such proposed privacy screen.  Also such proposed garage is to be built right on the  boundary to the neighbouring property and thus presents a distance of under 1m to the eaves of the bungalow.  Salcombe Town Council have grave concerns with any building being right up to boundaries.  It was also suggested that the number of bedrooms and living accommodation were inadequate for such parking provision in this area. 

PLANNING CORRESPONDENCE

· Letter dated 4th May 2011 in objection to 0652/11/F Loughrigg and architects additional comments.

· Copy letter from enforcement dated 4th May 2011 highlighting options in relation to the alleged unauthorised building works/use of land or building has changed/planning condition is not being complied with Old Solicitors Office, Whitestrand Quay, Salcombe

· Copy letter from enforcement dated 5th May 2011 highlighting options in relation to the alleged unauthorised change of figurehead Cove House, Island Terrace, Salcombe

· Various emails advising of consultation and talks with District from applicant along with further emails of support from two neighbours.

· Email dated 16th May 2011 from enforcement officer in relation to alleged unauthorised rubbish dump at field at end of Moult Lane, Moult Hill.

· Kingsale Heights formerly Summerhayes letter responding to comments.  

· Claire Stewart email advising of  site visit arranged Thursday 26th May at 3.30p.m. and Cllrs Long and King are to attend. 

TREE PRESERVATION ORDER: GRANT OF CONDITIONAL CONSENT

· 0708/11/TW TPO 086-4 Reg. No: 3142 Oversteps, Froude Road, Salcombe Consent to works to Pinus Nigra

10. POLICY FOR PRE PLANNING APPLICATION DISCUSSIONS

It was noted that Town Council will need to reconsider pre application needs and terms for ongoing negotiations  if some applicants return two or three times for such meetings.  However it was AGREED to adopt this policy as it stands and build such future meeting knowledge into ongoing policy. 

11. END OF YEAR ACCOUNTS 2010/11

Town Councillors having received the accounts, Annual Return and attached documents completed the Annual Governance Statement therein, noting the internal auditors comments and AGREED such contents and submission to the auditors of these documents by 20th June 2010.

12. ASSETS REGISTER REVIEW

It was AGREED to accept the Assets Register as no amendments were noted this year to this list.

13. COMMUNITY FUND

It was AGREED to note the use during the year of such funds and thus closure of this account which was duly recorded by Town Council but not part of the Town Council accounts as signatories were the Town Mayor and Vicar and this was a community held fund.

14. COUNCIL PROPERTY CHARGES

It was AGREED to note the following charges for tenants or users and if appropriate raise such for review at a subsequent meeting:

· Allotments Rental – Reviewed 2003 – Clerk advised should be reviewed during this year.  

· Cemeteries – last reviewed January 2010 – Councillors advised to note further consideration should be given to an administrative renewal fee of  Deeds of Exclusive Rights due to the 30 years term now in force and this will be placed on a future agenda.

· Council Hall Rents – Reviewed under current Lease, August 2009 with a minor amendment for Museum 2010.  New leases required for both Information Centre and Museum and thus legal advice and new terms must be sought during the coming months.

· Mortuary – Minutes during 2010/11 have proposed an Agreement be entered into – This must be tied in with review period for legal agreements for Town/Council Hall.

· Park & Ride Charges – Reviewed for this year with provider Tally Ho and such Parking Order still to be sought.

15. CONTRACTS AND LEASES

It was AGREED to approve the following contracts currently held by the Town Council

· Grass cutting – Contract commenced April 2009 for 3 years – Renewal March/April 2012 tender for contract must be sought December 2011.

· Tally Ho bus for Park and Ride annual terms agreed – Copy of such agreement of terms sought.

· Photocopier maintenance – renewed annually.

· Town Hall Building and Mortuary – Town Council required to seek legal advice immediately on Lease renewal.  Any legal advice should perhaps include Agreement for use of parking spaces within Park & Ride with Harbour Hotel.

· The Berry – Seeking to take freehold from District to hold for community as Town Council have peppercorn rent and already maintain out of town budget.  Current peppercorn Lease runs from 22nd August 1989 for 28 years thus to 2017.  Town Council tree report for Berry valid till June 2014.

· Cliff House Tenancy – Rent £3065 for 2011.  Terms unknown.  

· Redfern Woods – Land Certificate held by Salcombe Town Council.  Currently discussions with adjacent neighbours doctors surgery with regard to boundary and ownership/maintenance of trees.  Town Council tree report valid till June 2014

· Bonaventure Woods – Registered at the Land Registry.  Tree report carried out 2007.  

· Shadycombe Cemetery – Tree report carried out 2007 stated it would last for one year.  Works have however been carried out since.

· Park and Ride land ownership checks in place and contract for community bus contract, charges in place with surplus from provision paid to Town Council.  

· Bonfire Hill Cemetery checks in place on land ownership.

16. SALCOMBE SWIMMING POOL

It was AGREED to approve the Mayor liaising with District on appropriation of section 106 expenditure from the Summerhayes (£23/25000) development in relation to improvements at the Salcombe swimming pool.

17. EMBER ROAD OPEN SPACE

It was AGREED that town council loans funds of £250.00 towards obtaining a topographical survey complete with CAD files for use in designing the open space project in anticipation of Town Council receiving ownership of this area.  Monies will also be transferred for such open space development from the Section 106 agreements and this £250.00 payment will be deducted from funds there provided.        .

18. REPORTS FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS

Dist Cllr Carter  - Noted that at District for the last few weeks there had been training and induction for the new council and councillors.  Tomorrow was to be full council wherein District would allocate all new positions/jobs on committees and outside groups.

Dist Cllr. Coulson – Agreed that following training and induction they awaited tomorrows meeting.

The Mayor welcomed them both back after their election as District Councillors in representing Salcombe.

19. MAYOR’S REPORT

The Mayor  noted he had attended Salcombe Primary School for a Royal Wedding tea party along with Cllrs Wheeler, Mrs Lidstone and Dilling.   From the Chamber of Commerce meeting there was not much to report in relation to Salcombe.  He had also attended a bell ringers competition from 2-9p.m and listened to 16 teams.  From this competition Salcombe came 5th.  Cllr Long noted that the visiting groups were so impressed with the church facilities they will hold their annual meeting there.  The Mayor also had met with the new Environmental officer Helen Dobby along with other councillors the outcome of which is reported later.  Attendance was required at the Blue flag photographs at South Sands and he had also attended  the Salcombe Pool meeting noting they will be opening 28th May at 2p.m and had requested Sir Simon Day to open such.  

20. COUNCILLORS REPORTS

Cllr. Mrs Lidstone – Enquired whether councillors needed to be in attendance on Whitestrand on 4th June.  Dist Cllr. Coulson then advised in his capacity as British Legion representative that there are two British Legion functions the Anniversary of the D Day sailing on the 4th June which will be held 10.30 for 11a.m.  Also the 90th Anniversary of the Royal British Legion which is of particular interest to Salcombe as they were founder members of the British Legion so there will be a  service on 19th June, 10.30a.m. Start, at Salcombe Church.  Rear Admiral Jonathan Todd will be speaking on the subject of the Legion over the years.

At Bennett Road by plantation woods there is a planning permission for a new entrance plus new driveway.  However there was an amount of soil coming out of this entrance.  Also concrete pumping for development takes over 15 minutes and blocks the main route traffic delivery drivers on their way out of Salcombe.  This is to be raised with the police and planning department.

Cllr. Wheeler – Noted he attended along with Cllr. Long and the Clerk Redfern Woods and had discussions with  doctors from the health centre as to boundaries and tree maintenance works.  Both parties are to re assess where the cut through/boundary is following the doctors obtaining sight of their deeds.  

Cllr Mrs Clacy – Requested the clerk to please email Alex Whish as to where the Berry Park swings are.  She reported on the Ember Road survey.

Cllr Hatch – Adjacent to Bonaventure Woods along the road the condition of this section where car parking spaces  and rubbish are scattered is an eyesore.  

Cllr Biggs – TQ bags were everywhere again on Sunday and Devon Road was disgraceful and he had gone out and collected everything himself to tidy the area up.

Cllr Long – Noted as Tree Warden the advice given with regard to Redfern Woods trees and such necessary works and Town Council boundary.  Devon Tree Services he advised needed to expand their report and the doctors had been recommended to talk to the Tree Officer to get guidance.  

A TQ driver did not know the location of collection addresses and this raised concerns as to responding to users needs.  As mentioned above they had met with Helen Dobby the new Environmental Services Joint Services Head who has responsibility for street cleaning, sweeping, grass cutting, toilets, car parks and such street scene matters.  They had gone around Salcombe with Dist. Cllr. Coulson and the Mayor.  Discussions were had with regard to problems with waste collection, issues on non collection, rubbish coming off of boats, the state of the benches and grass cutting along from the Young Salcombe Centre to Rowing Club.  Helen Dobby had herself noted stinging nettles around the benches and her assistance Cathy was taking notes.  In the town they looked at Whitestrand and issues around litter bins, collection, quality of bins and her comments covered poorly fixed bins and size.  At Courtney Park she was astounded that the play area was scattered and not enclosed.  Around  the Beadon estate they highlighted grass cutting that had not been done and the need for weed spraying.  District had been and cut the open spaces in the morning but there were grass cuttings all over the pavement.  They then went on to the toilets and their state and issues of cleaning before looking at Cliff House Gardens.  For someone new to post it was very useful to just be able to show her the area and he noted it would be interesting to see what happens.  Other items covered were hair braiders/street traders issues, town council running of the Park & Ride, quality of the bin at the junction of Island Street/Gould Road.  

21. CLERK’S REPORT

· Email in response from Rob Harkness to Clerk's email to request attention to Cliff House Gardens that Town Council are invited to put forward a local contractor estimate to maintain weekly such area.  County are to provide the amount they will pay for grass verges to be cut by local contractor.

· Email forwarded to Town Council from Kingsbridge Gazette highlighting duties of the two Dog Wardens across South Hams and requesting feedback on hotspots for such offence and any complaints received.  Ben from the Gazette explained that this information had been obtained following a FOI request and the blue writing is the copy response from District.  Ben has already written an article on this and may seek further comments in the future.  He also advised that he is being moved to the Ivybridge office.

· Request for consideration of a representative on the Community Council of Devon Members Forum.  No nomiantions.

· Devon Association of Local Councils require nomination for a South Hams Representative.  The Mayor is to be nominated.

· Following the above representatives’ nominations an Annual Report and synopsis of the Malborough Feoffees.

· Letter dated 27th April 2011 from Richard Sheard CEO of District in relation to the letter received from Town Council in relation to the Harbour Board together with a fuller response dated 11th May 2011 advising of extensive review of Council Constitution and in-depth review of Terms of Reference and Procedure Rules for the Salcombe Harbour Board.

· Letter dated 11th May 2011 from Plymouth Land Registry acknowledging application for registration and requesting a site visit to survey the application.

· Undated letter from BT following information in a metal box received in relation to adopting a BT Kiosk.  

· Road Closures:

6th - 10th June 2011 – Cliff Road, Salcombe Utility Works.

10th - 12th June 2011 – Temporary Road Closure for Salcombe Festival Cliff Road to Newton Road, Fore Street, Market Street and Union Street. Also Island Street. - Salcombe Festival.

· Town Council noted that the Bank Mandate can stand as signed for signatories at present.

· Emails from Salcombe Football Club in relation to pitch repair and maintenance/permanent netting etc.  Town council noted this information and will bear in mind such request when considering future Section 106 payments.

· District notification of street naming of residential development at site north of Bonfire Hill.  Seeking confirmation of approval or acknowledgement.  Town Council suggested that Salcombe Heights indicates a drive which people drive through and thus suggested the definition of Close would be more appropriate.

· South Hams Society Film Show plus Talk in relation to having a 'plastic' bagless Salcombe.  Talk for 19th May 2011 and councillors were requested to attend and assist.

· Noted superb work committed to presenting a P3 report for footpaths and the acknowledgement of the footpaths officer Ros Davies.

· Emails in relation to the route of the Park and Ride Bus serving the Town Council car park were noted.  

22. REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES AND OTHER RELEVANT MEETINGS.

Maritime Museum Meeting – Cllr Dilling noted that John Wiley Chaired the meeting and Ken Prowse attended as representative of Salcombe Museum.

23. POINTS OF INFORMATION

· On table.

24. FINANCE

Councillors APPROVED cheques for signature. 

25. NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will held on 8th June 2011 in the Library at Cliff House, Cliff Road, Salcombe at 6.30p.m.

Meeting Closed:   9.30p.m

…………………………………………………..   8th June 2011.

Town Mayor.

