Minutes of the Meeting of

SALCOMBE TOWN COUNCIL 

held in the Library of Cliff House, Salcombe
 at 6.30 pm on Wednesday 14th July 2010  

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT
                                    * Denotes Attendance

Cllr R Moore Town Mayor (in the Chair)
*
Cllr P Coulson 
District Councillor
*
Cllr R Clark

*
Cllr L Dilling

A
Cllr Mrs J Furness 

* 
Cllr Mrs J Lidstone

*
Cllr M Long

*
Cllr. I. Hatch

*
Cllr L. King

*

Cllr. R. Wheeler

*
Also in attendance:

Cllr J Carter
 - District Councillor
 *
Gill Claydon (Clerk)

     *

Pc. Steve Mullen

A
739. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Members declared personal or prejudicial interests, including the nature and extent of such interests that they may have in any items to be considered at this meeting as follows:
· Cllr Hatch declared a personal and prejudicial interest in the Orangery and 1427/10 Batson Hall.
740. OPEN FORUM
Deborah McCann a planning consultation and Damon Pearce the Architect attended to provide a pre application outline of the proposals for The Tower.
Cllrs Wheeler and Coulson arrived.

The architect advised that there had been no pre application discussions with District so far.  The Tower is a Listed Building and therefore they had started by looking at this and the Conservation Area and how it works with other listed buildings bearing Planning Policy Statement 5 -  Listed Buildings in mind.  Immediately west of the site is in a Conservation Area but the garage is outside such Conservation Area.  He suggested that at present it is quite a jarring building as it is formed of various constituent parts based around the dwelling.  
Cllr Lidstone arrived.

Structurally the Tower is sound but has some pointing on the walls that is not letting the walls breathe correctly and thus there is damp.  The dormer flat roofs need replacing as with the flashings and the balcony is not the most comforting place to stand and will be removed as unsafe.

The budget is not unlimited and they will be carrying out cost appraisals.  Thus this is not a blank canvass as they cannot demolish the appendage to the tower and rebuild from scratch.  There is however a decent large scale refurbishment proposed to the existing dwelling.  Councillors were taken through some sketch drawings and advised that it is hoped to retain existing rooms, apertures etc as like for like.  It was suggested by the architect that there is no scope for extending as there is a 30/40ft drop from the rear of the garage.  The internal merits were explained and assessed alongside the Conservation Area Management plan and how to deal with rooflines having considered a pitched roof without dormers but in order to get habitable space it was intended that the roof line would have to go up by a significant amount.  The garden is quite steep and to add a base to the sea view aspect of the building it was proposed to deck the front elevation and underneath have storage for renewable source energies (air source heat pump and storage facilities for surf materials etc).   It was hoped to keep as much of the surrounding walls as possible but do away with a window in the tower and add a vertical exit that sits appropriately with such vertical emphasis of the tower.  On the south east elevation lower and ground floor the intention is to keep the apertures as existing but add on balconies.  On the top floor to provide glazed wall to two bedrooms on the front and they had done calculations on the totality of any additional windows to such development and felt it was like for like number.  The north west elevation is the one planned to need most work and needs to be appropriate to the street scene along Devon Road.  The process had also created a model to try to include a bit more activity and bring some vitality to the rear elevation along Devon Road.  He felt that they had arrived at a successful solution to such south west elevation and considered zinc to the upper floor having tried copper which was not successful.  
Council  noted that the key to any proposal is actually materials that are used.  He raised question with regard to the north west and south west elevations as the proposed zinc panelling/proofing to that section tends to stop the tower looking like a tower.  The northwest elevation runs right up and blocks the edge of the tower and perhaps this detracts on this corner.  At present there is a fall and such roofline does allow the tower to stand out more.  The architect noted this from the drawings and thought there was a short coming on the dimensional drawings but generally as a whole standing at the corner you would be able to view the tower.  This is a Grade II listed building and town council were not too sure about the treatment of the top floor as it appeared harsh and visually industrial.  Pre weathered zinc was suggested not to be a suitable material.  The northwest elevation proposal was disappointing as the proposed house still turns its back on the road and the windows appear to be a jumble and yet some of the generated images were starting to make major opening.  They would gain a lot of space on the top floor by such proposed treatment and bringing it forward to the streetscene but this increased impact raising such roofs is maintaining the back to street.  This elevation is the most problematic.  At present the refurbishment was not felt suitable for the Conservation Area as it is too square, blocks a lot of light and is such a bulk mass.  It was suggested that the roof is just putting another box on top and does not appear innovative.  At present the property leans back but looking at the proposed south east elevation such proposal will have no merit from the estuary.    

The northwest bank of zinc appears to mirror portacabins.  Town council however wished to express their thanks for being able to provide some comments at this stage. 
Deborah McCann asked for a few points of clarification in order to feedback to the client.  The elevation is fairly brutal at present and in terms of the proposed elevation they have largely kept existing openings she clarified what might be acceptable for this elevation.  The proposed design was felt to be too symmetrical and lacked architectural merit.  Such doors provide fantastic views outwards but are jarring to anyone looking in and these larger openings increased light pollution and presented potential noise from windows and decking area.  The lower ground floor would be screened by vegetation but it is the upper floors that caused most concern.  
Deborah McCann and Damon Pearce left the meeting.

741. MINUTES
The Minutes of the meeting dated 23rd June 2010 were approved by council and then duly signed by the Mayor as a true and correct record. 
742. PLANNING APPLICATIONS: 
Town Council observations:
Cllr. Hatch left the room whilst the following item was considered
· 1168/09/F Re-Advertisement – Amended Plans Construction of an orangery The Italian and Waterside Gardens at The Moult, Cliff Road, Salcombe – Objection as this application is for an area within the Coastal Protection Zone.  Due consideration and discussion was given to the applicants wish to recreate such gardens and place an Orangery but the construction of such building was felt inappropriate.  
· 0173/10/F WITHDRAWN Householder application for quay steps and improvements to include Boat Lift Underdeck, Cliff Road, Salcombe

· 0326/10/F WITHDRAWN Householder application for alteration and extension to dwelling Lower Magdala House, Devon Road, Salcombe

· 1352/10/F Resubmission of application 0009/10/F Householder application for proposed changes and alterations in respect of extensions to north west side and south west end, new pedestrian access and timber decking balcony to south east side Windrush Cottage, Herbert Road, Salcombe – Andrew Ralston – No objection.  Condition of privacy screens on ne elevated balcony and on decking area where potential overlooking.
Cllr. Hatch left the room whilst the following item was considered
· 1427/10/F Householder application for formation of parking and turning area and erection of gates Batson Hall Farm, Higher Batson, Salcombe – Applicant Mr G. Brownlee – No objection.
· 1440/10/F Resubmission of householder application 41/0326/10/F for alteration and extension to dwelling Lower Magdala, Baptist Lane, Salcombe – Applicant Mr & Mrs Tripp – Objection.  Neighbours comments were noted with regard to disputes on land rights.  There is concern with regard to guttering and overhanging of such over the highway and such development with a balcony above to include handrails which would be extended and overbearing on the footpath.  It is also considered that the window in the west elevation would be overlooking a neighbour.  If permitted this window should be obscured and a wooden sash in keeping with the building.  
LISTED BUILDING CONSENT

· 1353/10/LB Listed building consent for internal and external alterations to second and first floor accommodation 3a Island Terrace, Salcombe – Applicant Mr and Mrs Vaile – No objection.
PLANNING PERMISSION GRANTED

· 0190/10/F Householder application for extension and alteration of existing property Summerleaze, Drake Road, Salcombe

· 0893/10/F Householder application for extension to dwelling 59 Kingsdale Road, Salcombe
APPEAL

· 0514/10/F Appeal Reference: APP/K1128/A/10/2128495/WF Householder Application for extension above garage to provide granny annex Land at 7 Longfield Drive, Salcombe  Appeal Starting Date: 19th May 2010.

Town council considered this matter and it was noted that Town Council had previously found no reasons for refusal and noted that the appellants’ detailed report had not been made available but required attendance to review and District Council’s appeal statement was still in the course of preparation.  It was AGREED that the Town Council make further statement with regard to the lack of information readily provided on notice of this Appeal and the disparity in dates of the Appeal and letter sent.
APPEAL DECISION

· 0331/10/F Appeal Ref: APP/K1128/D/10/2128626 Site at Restcot, 1 Raleigh Terrace, Raleigh Road, Salcombe – Appeal allowed

WORK TO TREES IN A CONSERVATION AREA

· 1389/10/TCA Pittosporum Hedge – fell tree that is nearest the entrance Upper Flat, Eastone Grey, Allenhayes Road, Salcombe -  Objection.  A significant number of elements have already been removed to open up this area and this should now be taken back to recreate a hedge but not fell.
WORKS TO TREE PRESERVATION ORDER TREES: GRANT OF EXEMPTION

· 1333/10/TW Reg. No: 3048 Proposal to remove fallen Pine 2 Oversteps, Froude Road, Salcombe – Agreed as exempt works with conditions that works should be undertaken to BS 3998 (Tree Works) and the replanting of one Sweet Chestnut.

743. TOWN SIGN

A verbal report was given with regard to current County guidance as to requirements for signage at the ‘gateway’ and noted that any further more ornate town sign would need to be placed away from such gateway in another area and probably required planning permission.  In this economic climate it was AGREED to seek further costings for a Town Sign including a circle with a picture of Fort Charles within as per some of the illustrations of acceptable signs. 

744. HARBOUR BOARD WORKING GROUP – SALCOMBE TOWN LANDING

It was AGREED to nominate Cllr. Wheeler as Town Council representative to take part in the Salcombe Harbour Board working group in relation to the above.  The documentation for this meeting was passed to Cllr Wheeler.
745. CITIZEN OF THE YEAR

It was AGREED to defer this decision pending an article being placed in the Kingsbridge Gazette.

746. AUGUST MEETING DATE

It was AGREED that Town Council recess in August with the 11th August meeting being reinstated if the need for planning decisions arises.
747. REPORTS FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
Dist Cllr. Carter chaired a Task and Finish Group on Policies (Dog Fouling etc) and currently a new policy was being written by the District solicitor.  He noted that people in Hope Cove and Galmpton currently have to pay for the bus at 9.10a.m. as their (OAPs) passes were not usable until later.  There is currently a petition going forward.  Under the new Representation of People Act District must consider Petitions but the implementation point is 4500 signatures out of the South Hams.  Dist. Cllr. Carter went on to advise that he had a meeting with the architect and residents in Malborough to look at the new housing site and a planning application would shortly be going in for affordable housing.   There would be Full Council at District the following day with the Harbour Board meeting on Monday.
Malborough Parish Council is still awaiting a further £15,000 in funding towards their skate park and the Alston site development had expressed a wish to contribute monies to it.

Dist. Cllr. Coulson noted that the District audit Statement of Accounts came in within £27,000 of the estimated spend budget.  He had also considered policies with regard to dogs at the Environment PDG.  Over the recent weeks there had been considerable toing and froing of correspondence with regard to the boat storage handling at the car park.  It appeared that District had behaved in a way that was outwith its legal remit on the future running of this harbour facility that was to the detriment of other operators but to the benefit of District, those affected were not allowed consultation to argue their case.  He was currently asking questions to the Executive and expected a result.  Also there were a couple of difficult housing cases where bureaucracy was causing problems but he was dealing with this.  
748. MAYORS REPORT
The Mayor advised that he and Cllr. Hatch had assisted the beach clean at Batson.  The Mayor had also walked around Salcombe with Dist. Cllr. Carson who is the Executive member on Open Spaces at District and he was concerned with the small amount of open spaces.  

The Mayor also attended the Design Review Panel with Cllr. King to consider Loughrigg, Coronation Road and the Panel raised many concerns.  Also consideration was given to Pinehurst, Herbert Road which is a double sized plot that the applicant wishes to place two properties on.  Again this application did not receive support from the panel.  

James Spencer had advised the Mayor that he wished to comment on the crane issue from the Kingsbridge Chamber of Commerce and Dist. Cllr. Coulson was requested to contact Mr Spencer to advise and liaise.
749. COUNCILLORS REPORTS
Cllr Mrs Furness – Noted the amount of bottles and other items found on the Berry.  The Clerk is to report this to the police.  She advised that the Regatta Programme had been finalised and would be printed.  The Regatta Committee would be shutting Island Street on Sunday for stalls and councillors were invited to advise all charity and local groups that they can take tables and sell proceeds to raise funds.  
Cllr Mrs Lidstone – Noted that an application by a resident for planning permission for a disabled vehicle had been refused and asked other councillors to attend this property on 29th July at 1.30p.m when District officer Lucy Hall was to visit to consider a ‘lean to’ instead of garage.  
Cllr Wheeler – Observed local comments that drivers on the Park and Ride bus were reticent to do such due to the behaviour of visiting users.  This was felt to be a matter for Tally Ho to address as the private company.  At Kingsbridge Music Festival he noted the police drafted in with two tactical vehicles did not approach policing of this festival as well as the local police officers did.  
Dist Cllr. Carter – Raised the incident over the Hope Cove boat at Challaborough.  The police have been asked to investigate the behaviour of Brixham coastguard in endangering the victim’s life by not launching the Hope Cove boat.

Cllr Long – Had received comments from people thanking council for the installation of new dog bins.  He went on to note that the railings on Jubilee Pier were supposed to be replaced within the £50,000 to be spent on this structure but understand now that they were not done or included.  He advised he would circulate his correspondence with Dist Cllr. Rufus Gilbert who raised this matter at the Harbour Board meeting after visiting Salcombe.  Either District had run out of money or under estimated and Cllr. Long asserted town council must put more pressure on District to get this replaced.  As a Health and Safety issue Town Council will hold District responsible.  With regard to Section 106 payments he noted that the Kingsbridge Tesco’s development when approved back in 2006 only secured £30,000.  

Cllr Coulson – Raised pipe leaks at the junction of Fortescue and Kingsale Road where puddles are developing – South West Water to be advised.

750. CLERK’S REPORT
· Discussions with the grass contractor for Bonfire Hill and Shadycombe Cemeteries have noted that the bonfire debris collected in the Shadycombe Cemetery are placed there by an adjacent resident who has been using such area for bonfires.  The waste at Bonfire Hill was removed immediately as it had been hoped to burn this to save waste charges but the pallet at this area was fly tipped.
· Met with Rob Harkness, District officer responsible for all District grass cutting and also in attendance were the Mayor and Cllr King who discussed areas of concern and expectation of standards together with budgets allowed. Rob Harkness has since confirmed that the area around the bench on Onslow Road belong to District and they will do a light prune for now but coppice the area in the winter.  At Cliff Road they will do a prune and tidy.
· Met with Ros Davies to update on works done on footpaths and that Health & Safety concerns mean that probably additional stone cutting to provide access to Splat Cove could not go ahead.  The monies held by Town Council for Splat Cove (and other P3 work - £3416)  will be spent on other footpath works as town and parish councils are not given a P3 grant if high sums are held.  This will enable works to footpaths in Salcombe to be carried out.  Ros Davies will put together a schedule of works with costings and Town Council can then consider which works they wish contractors to do and pay for and what might be co-ordinated by volunteers.

· Met John Halliday County Highways to consider First Responder parking and highway matters in Salcombe.  The bollard at the end of Fore Street has been removed to allow the new sized Fire Engine access around this corner.  No bollard was replaced further back and the situation is to be monitored with regard to large vehicles.  The signs advising of pedestrian priority cannot be moved from where they are at the beginning of the restricted speed area as the Highways Act dictates they must be placed here.  John Halliday is to review the signage on the wall on of the corner shop and see if a repeater ‘pedestrian priority’ can be incorporated at this point.  The issue of a designated space for ambulances/First Responders continues to be difficult to provide and John Halliday is to discuss with other officers in more detail.  Drain cover opposite Bonningtons Newsagents was reported at same time and repaired following day.

· South West Water have been contacted and agreed to cut back the brambles from the area by their pumping station but will not cut the grass and brambles thereon as people have previously been caught camping on to of the tanks and this dissuades such actions.  Trevor Nott has made contact and any future town concerns can be addressed to him as area manager.

· A complaint was received with regard to the overflowing dog/waste bin at Batson.  Operatives attended to empty such bin but were obstructed due to a car parked in front and this was why this occurred.

· East Portlemouth Parish Council has requested support of Salcombe Town Councillors in collecting names on a petition to stop the closure of toilets at East Portlemouth ferry steps being closed.  Yes.  Noted that toilets in Salcombe have been vandalised three times.
· Letter from owners of Salcombe Boat Hire to Mayor outlining concerns with regard to Rivermaid licence.  Mayor to meet and speak to owners.
· Letter from Mr Bass of Salcombe Maritime Museum acknowledging letter sent explaining informal meeting and decisions made by Town Council.  He advises within his letter that the Town Clerk’s office in the building is used on a daily basis by volunteers for archive works.  With no further information sought on the discussions to vacate the Mortuary by October 2010 the rent invoices will be sent out.

· Road Closure 4th – 8th October 2010 Roads affected Waverleigh, Devon Road, Salcombe for utility works.

· Email from Simon Hill of the National Trust advising of works to be carried out at Snapes Point Car Park.

· Request from District Councillor John Baverstock to attend 8th September 2010 Town Council meeting as Chairman of District has been accepted.
· Devon County Council Paul Uren County Solicitor notification of the intention to register Batson Green, Salcombe as a Village Green.  Any representations to be received by 13th August 2010.

· Notification has already been received that a clear audit has been given for Salcombe Town Council accounts year ended 31st March 2010.
· Caddie bags and bin liners.  It was noted that District wished Town Council to purchase the boxes of these to sell to members of the public.  At a cost of over £150 it was felt that Town Council would still continue to accept such bags and liners and forward monies received on afterwards.
· Some works have been completed through the Open Spaces monies (i.e. the Berry dragons teeth).  A schedule of the proposed works is held and town council will check these works to see if completed and ensure the quality of such repairs/instalment.
751. WORKING PARTIES

None
752. REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES AND OTHER RELEVANT MEETINGS.
Cllr King had attend a Cliff House Trust meeting.. The tiles were coming off the roof and there were worries for Health and Safety so that they will block the gate and people can only use the lift in high winds.  The committee were going out for quotes for roof works.  They were not to do painting and windowsills etc even when the scaffolding is in place for the roof.  The cost of £171,000 has been quoted for the whole roof including scaffolding.  
753. POINTS OF INFORMATION
· Devon Housing Options Partnership Recession Impact Campaign poster.

· District Executive Forward Plan 22nd July 2010.

· Voluntary Vine July – September 2010.

· District Council Tax Benefit posters.

· Senior Council for Devon July 2010 Issue No. 7

· South Hams Society Bulletin June 2010.

· District Agenda and Minutes 15th July 2010 plus 1- reports attachment.

754. FINANCE
Councillors APPROVED cheques for signature. 
755. URGENT MATTERS
None
756. NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on 28th July 2010 in the Library at Cliff House, Cliff Road, Salcombe at 6.30p.m .
Meeting Closed:   8.47p.m
…………………………………………………..   28th July 2010.

Town Mayor.
