  Minutes of the Meeting of

SALCOMBE TOWN COUNCIL 

held in the Library of Cliff House, Salcombe

   at 6.30 pm on Wednesday 14th January 2009  
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*

Cllr D Stevens

A
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* 
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A
Also in attendance:

Cllr J Carter
 - District Councillor
 A
Gill Claydon (Clerk)

     *

Pc. Steve Mullen

A

209. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Members declared personal or prejudicial interests, including the nature and extent of such interests that they may have in any items to be considered at this meeting.  

· Cllr. Coulson wished it noted that he has no interest in any planning application, declaring neither a prejudicial nor personal interest.  He will thus speak on applications but will not vote on recommendations.
· Cllr. Coulson also noted a personal interest in application 2415/09.

· Cllr Mrs Thompson declared a personal interest in application 2344/08.
210. OPEN FORUM

There were four members of the public in attendance to speak against The Vinery application.  Firstly someone questioned the public rights of access along the foreshore and enquired of Town Council understanding about public rights.  It was noted that a man had been walking with two children aged 5 & 7 along the foreshore and was approached on the Woodcott foreshore being informed it was private.  The man responded that he was fully aware it was private as with foreshore on the opposite side and thus the response came back if you do not like it talk to the harbourmaster.  It was noted that during all generations families have always used this access and they were just enjoying the foreshore.  This matter is not an isolated case on this section of foreshore and adjoining users have had the same problems and concerns.  There are worries that once this owner uses the land more ‘fully’ further problems of access could occur.  The rights sold by Duchy in 1884 were commented on and a section read out.  The member of the public has according written to the Duchy.  Councillors agreed that further clarification is required.  Clerk is to seek further information and legal advice.
Other members of the public sought clarification on some of the drawings and also raised concerns having read The Mail newspaper article currently in the public domain with regard to a court case pending and works on another Listed Building carried out by this applicant.  

With regard to the building of the boathouse this is a resubmission and the member of public noted councils views last time.  The member of public felt that the difference in style of buildings with them being so close together and attached was wrong.  With regard to the copper roof and the way it is joined back in a curved design was personally felt not to look good.  It was asserted that there are no photographs provided of the shed to show when it was last in situ and the application shows stonework but infers wood/boardwork.  The question was raised as to how boats were to be brought up on to the structure as there is no ramp.  It was noted by Cllr. Long that there is an inference but no proof of the original structure and he suspected if anything it was wooden.  This would thus have been a shed against an opening that was a window and thus not designed to be together.
211. MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting dated 10th December 2008 were approved by all present and duly signed by the Chairman as a true and correct record.

212. PLANNING APPLICATIONS:

· 1917/08/F WITHDRAWN Demolition of existing dwelling and outbuildings and construction of a pair of co-joined dwelling units Beacon House, Main Road, Salcombe TQ8 8JW

· 2008/08/F WITHDRAWN Listed Building Consent for the conversion of the Cider Barn to ancillary residential accommodation comprosiing a studio/office and store Batson Hall Cottage, Shadycombe Road, Salcombe TQ8 8NE

· 2009/08/F WITHDRAWN Conversion of the Cider Barn to ancillary residential accommodation comprising a studio/office and store Batson Hall Cottage, Shadycombe Road, Salcombe TQ8 8NE

· 2037/08/F WITHDRAWN Decking, handrail and balustrade to front of dwelling with refuse storage and new surface finishes to existing terraces and steps Flat A Blue Haven, Allenhayes Road, Salcombe TQ8 8HU

· 2279/08/F Amendments to Planning Consent 41/1820/04/F for new driveway and alterations to entrance and ancillary building The Ridings, Bennett Road, Salcombe TQ8 8JJ – Applicant Mr R. Brewster – Objection.  This application was felt to be out of keeping with the style along the estuary with particular regard to the extensions proposed and thus an overdevelopment with an inappropriate design for this area.  This proposal would substantially change the look of this property and it is believed visually if not in the future physically create a separate dwelling by the very nature of the extensions detached, playroom with own bathroom etc. The entrance extension was felt to be fairly subservient to the original but the proposed accommodation under the driveway lent itself as a separate unit with its own parking on top.  The complete glass fenestration across the front is clearly obvious from the estuary and the driveway materials are impermeable and thus inappropriate for this area.  With parking provision on the roof of the extension this is a 40% increase in size.  It is suggested that the boundary wall proposed should only be 1.2m high adjacent to Bennett Road and erected with only stone whereas the proposal is for stone and timber 
· 2282/08/LB Listed Building Consent for the consolidation of existing walls to reconstruct tower, Old Vinery, Bennett Road, Salcombe TQ8 8JJ – Applicant Mr J. Morris – No objection so long as the plans are faithfully followed and the building is constructed in the way described.  Town Council wish written assurance from English Heritage of their support for this proposal and confirmation of their due control over the construction and use of materials.  Town Council also seek a condition that such structure not to be used now or in the future for accommodation purposes in any form.
· 2283/08/F Resubmission of 41/1080/08/F for consolidation of the existing walls to reconstruct tower, Old Vinery, Bennett Road, Salcombe TQ8 8JJ – Applicant Mr J. Morris – As above.
· 2284/08/LB Listed Building Consent for the demolition of existing boathouse, reconstruction of concrete base and erection of two boathouses, Old Vinery, Bennett Road, Salcombe TQ8 8JJ – Applicant Mr J. Morris – Objection.  The proposal seeks an additional boathouse being provided in a place where there appears to be no former photographic evidence of such apart from hard standing.  Such evidence provided does not appear to indicate that anything has been attached to the current building due to the form of the rock face and current windows and thus was probably hard standing for fish pots etc.  The moving of this structure to tie in with the rockface at the back and further linkage is felt to be completely inappropriate and changes the ratio and visual impact on the estuary and thus it is asserted is a completely inappropriate size of development in an AONB and Estuary area.  Historically the slip has been of wooden structure but there is no indication of a wooden structure being replaced and the raising of this structure makes it unlikely.  Town Council suggest the refurbishment and restoration should be on a ‘like for like’ basis within the same footprint albeit raised for flood purposes, but it is noted that this structure is a boathouse.  Town Council seek a condition that this structure is only used for the storage of marine equipment and should such future improvements for a slip or davits be required then the applicant should need to make a new planning application.  They further seek to withdraw any further permitted development rights due to the sensitivity of this site and also with regard to the Folly.
· 2285/08/F Resubmission of 41/1079/08/F for demolition of existing boathouse, reconstruction of concrete base and erection of two boathouses, Old Vinery, Bennett Road, Salcombe TQ8 8JJ – Applicant Mr J. Morris – As above.
· 2286/08/LB Listed Building Consent for the reconstruction of storm damaged jetty for sea defences and boat access, Old Vinery, Bennett Road, Salcombe TQ8 8JJ – Applicant Mr J. Morris –  Objection due only to concerns with regard to the increase of length of the jetty by one metre and thus going beyond mean high water and council questioned whether this was permissible?  The use of stone and timber to create the jetty are agreed so long as no concrete and steel are showing on completion.   
· 2287/08/F Resubmission of 41/1081/08/F for construction of storm damaged jetty for sea defences and boat access, Old Vinery, Bennett Road, Salcombe TQ8 8JJ – Applicant Mr J. Morris – As above.
· 2324/08/F Parking bay Leylands, Allenhayes Road, Salcombe TQ8 8HU – Applicant Mr & Mrs R. May – Objection.  This proposal was not felt to provide enough space for such development in view of the proximity of neighbouring walls and lack of space to park a car.  Usage of this area with a normal sized car will incur overhanging onto the pavement and is not acceptable.  The location of this proposal is on a main bus route and requires reversing on and off the highway.  This together with the loss of garden area/open space in a Conservation Area was felt not suitable and no indication was given that the surfaces would be permeable.  This application was felt to require a highways report before consideration.
· 2344/08/F Installation of external platform lift to garage and new decking Lammas Coombe, Main Road, Salcombe TQ8 8JW – Applicant Mrs B. Drabble – No objection.  In keeping with the existing structure and does allow better access particularly for disabled and elderly.
· 2347/08/F Retrospective application for timber steps and associated works Land adj. Asman, Sandhills Road, Salcombe TQ8 8JP – Applicant Mr & Mrs A.H. Carter – No objection.  Town Council however require such permission to be conditional that these works are purely for the enjoyment of this garden and will not allow movement towards future additional activities being created. 
· 2368/08/F Extension to dwelling Melrose, Bonaventure Road, Salcombe TQ8 8BG – Applicant Mr S. Tibbles – No objection.
· 2386/08/F Extension and alterations to dwelling Huckleberry, Fortescue Road, Salcombe TQ8 8AP – Applicant Mr & Mrs N.A. Roberts – No objection but council would wish to see the inclusion of privacy screens either side of the proposed balcony to prevent overlooking into adjoining properties.
· 2399/08/F Resubmission of 41/1694/08/F for extension and alterations to dwelling 10 Victoria Place, Salcombe TQ8 8DB – Applicant Mrs T. Taylor – Objection.  This proposal was felt to be inappropriate in a Conseration Area with their primary concerns being that the proposed windows are to be large full height single panes in the place of classic small windows. The roofing over of the courtyard is a loss of external open space to the property and thus overdevelopment.
· 2415/08/F Garden room extension Oldway Cottage, Lower Batson, Salcombe TQ8 8NJ – Applicant Mr Hincklieff – No objection. 
PLANNING PERMISSION GRANTED

1901/08/F Resubmission of application 41/1374/08/F for alterations & additions to existing dwelling to include revised parking arrangements, replacement garages, external swimming pool, conversion of undercroft to accommodation & associated works Underdeck Cliff Road, Salcombe TQ8 8JQ

1967/08/F Alteration and extension to dwelling Greenhill, Bonaventure Road, Salcombe TQ8 8BG

2010/08/F Alterations to approval 41/0039/08/F for external windows & doors and flank wall to staircase.  Extension to form log store/boat store & increase of height of NE, NW & SW stone boundary walls Cable Cottage, Cliff Road, Salcombe TQ8 8LD

2013/08/F Replacement of existing dormer window Glenleigh, Coronation Road, Salcombe TQ8 8EA

2074/08/LB Listed Buildign Consent for internal alterations to form new staircase and revised kitchen, utility & bathroom layout together with the introduction of patent glazing over the dining room 3 Mount Knowle, Knowle Road, Salcombe TQ8 8HY

PLANNING PERMISSION REFUSED

2005/08/F Extension & alterations to dwelling 5 Rosemount Court, Church Street, Salcombe TQ8 8QB

2046/08/F Extension and alteration to maisonette units and new external lift shaft 52, 53a and 53 Fore Street Salcombe, TQ8 8JE

2049/08/F Reconstruction of boat store/garage 13 Shadycombe Road, Salcombe TQ8 8DX

2083/08/F Third floor extension 77a Fore Street Salcombe TQ8 8BY

APPEAL

Planning Insp. Ref: APP/K1128/A/08/2080442/NWF - 0683/08/F Construction of balcony and other alterations Underdeck, Cliff Road, Salcombe TQ8 8JQ

Councillors were advised that the Appeal will be heard on Tuesday 3rd February 2009 at Cliff House 10a.m .  Cllrs. Long and Coulson to attend.
APPEAL DECISION

Planning Insp. Ref: APP/K1128/A/08/2084882/WF Site at 2 Garden Close, Devon Road, Salcombe TQ8 8HF

Councillors were advised that the Appeal has been dismissed.

WORK TO TREE PRESERVATION ORDER TREES

TPO 813 (No. 56) Reg. No. 2839 Site: Welsummer, Coronation Road, Salcombe Proposal: Fell to ground level one Yew tree.

This is a substantial Yew tree within 3 feet of a dwelling and therefore Town Council are aware of the effect on the property and will thus defer to the District Tree Officer’s advice and decision.
TREES IN A CONSERVATION AREA – NOTIFICATION TO UNDERTAKE WORKS

2132/08/TCA Fell 1 Alder The Mooring, Devon Road, Salcombe TQ8 8HQ – Approval given.

TREE PRESERVATION ORDER: GRANT OF CONDITIONAL CONSENT

TPO 373 (No. 17) Reg. No. 2833 Site: 1-3 Mount Knowle, Knowle Road, Salcombe – Approval given to T1 Sweet Chestnut – crown lift over garage roof to five 2.5m clearance, T2 Sweet Chestnut – crown lift, removing branches over garage up to 4m and first secondary branch over neighbouring property.

TPO 376 & 473 (No. 18 & No. 25) Reg. No. 2815 Site: Shadycombe Cemetery, Salcombe – Approval given to Fell Yew T2, Crown raise sother part of crown overhanging Forster Road, yew T3 and fell Cypress T6

TPO 804 (No. 55) Reg. No. 2820 Site: O’Sullivan House, Cliff Road, Salcombe  Approval given to reduce crown to give 4m clearance above deck only.

213. LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK – HOUSING AND EMPLOYMENT ALLOCATIONS

Councillors considered the offer to add suggestions for content to this document and it was AGREED to suggest focus for employment should remain, as historically, on Island Street, Gould Road and Batson area/quayside and include the old gas works area and potentially fish quay rather than trying to dilute and pushing employment up town, or dropping in anywhere else.  Councillors wished to see such kept in established areas that have been considered in the past linking local employment to the sea, maritime and fishing. 

Town Council is increasingly concerned with the encroachment of ‘pretentious’ retail into the designated industrial area that was originally zoned.  Starter units are needed which are set up to be available and realistic affordable rents for local people or those employing local people. 
214. OPEN SPACES WORKING PARTY

Councillors AGREED in principle to create two smaller working parties of Amenity and Non Amenity areas to deal with Town Council land, property and issues.
215. SOUTH HAMS PUBLIC SPACE STRATEGY – IMPROVEMENTS 2009/10

It was AGREED that Cllrs. Moore (Finance) and Cllr Mrs Thompson (Policy) and Cllr Long (Planning) and attend such meeting and feedback such information for consideration to full council.

216. BATSON PONTOONS

It was AGREED that the Town Council has no objection as this area is seen as a harbour facility bordering an industrial zone.  This proposal was felt to be beneficial for the town and Batston and would improve environmental aspects of the area.  Potentially this will provide better disabled access and security for this area.
217. COUNCIL NEWSLETTER

It was AGREED that the draft will be circulated next Monday and if councillors are satisfied will be sent for printing and thereafter distribution.  A notice will be placed on the noticeboard with regard to Park and Ride and Cllr. Mrs Thompson will place and article in the Gazette.
218. WEBSITE

Following a verbal report and update by the Deputy Mayor together with information on comparable costings it was AGREED to move the council website to Vision ICT to allow greater flexibility and thus better interaction with the community.

219. REPORTS FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 

Dist. Cllr. Coulson offered Happy New Year to everyone.
He noted that at District Development Control Committee the members had reversed a site visit decision which had approved the plan for a 5 bedroom property all ensuite, heated indoor swimming pool etc which was 10 metres from one of the most sensitive feeding grounds situated in a SSSI and AONB.  The members had then demanded that Natural England produce a formal scientific report on the natural environment.  He went on to advise that he would be meeting with the Harbour Master, Ian Gibson tomorrow with regard to the items on the agenda for the next Harbour meeting on 26th.  
220. REPORT FROM MAYOR
Nothing to report other than attending various social civic duties over the Christmas period.

221. REPORTS FROM COUNCILLORS
Cllr. Mrs Furness – Noted ongoing concern with the TOR Homes lane behind Westview.  She went on to report holes in the road opposite Westbourne, clerk to report to Highways.  At the top of Beadon the sign that notes ‘Health centre, swimming pool’ is pointing the wrong way.  The Clerk was requested to write letters to the two town street sweepers thanking them for their efforts. 
222. REPORT FROM CLERK
Councillors were advised of the following:

· South West Water notification of Road Closure in Bennett Road 5th – 24th January 2009.
· Emails dated 22nd December 2008 and 13th January from Robin Beavis, County confirming Cycle Path proceeding and expected to commence mid February 2009, completion due end of March 2009.

· Cliff House, Town Council nominees of Trustees confirmed as Gaynor Tabiner and Jackie Lidstone.

· No responses received to co-option notice but a letter has been received since stating interest.

· Letter of thanks dated 9th January 2009 from John Carpenter on behalf of Salcombe Christmas Lights Appeal

· Resignation of councillor received.

· County letter dated 2nd January 2009 regarding disabled parking bay at 23 Kingsale Road, Salcombe.  Councillors acknowledged and had no problems or queries with this.
· Letter dated 11th December 2008 from Cliff House Trust advising of problems with the lift door and requesting that Salcombe Town Council contribute.  It was noted that the doors were not forcibly held open but on exiting had hit a councillor on the knee and then bounced back and stuck.  This lift is in normal use by all attending Cliff House and Town Council pay rent and upkeep towards fixing such items.  As part of a commercial lease and payment of rent for such misdemeanours together with an annual cost towards the lift no further contribution was felt necessary.  The clerk was asked to write accordingly and note that the assistance of the caretaker with regard to chairs at such meetings would in future be welcomed.
· District letter dated 22nd December 2008 enclosing Devon Wide Choice Based Lettings Scheme consultation and questionnaire.  Cllrs. Mrs Thompson and Furness agreed to complete and return such.
· Consultation on Code of recommended practice on local authority publicity – date for responses 12th March.

· Open Spaces News Release and notification with regard to common land.

· Notification that two quotes received for painting of TIC railings and councillors were questioned whether they wished this on as an agenda item.  The clerk was requested to obtain a further quote before consideration.
· Councillors were advised of a telephone call on 14th January between the clerk and Jen Nixon when she advised that she will be leaving South Hams to take up a post in North Dorset.  Thus the Conservation Area Appraisal will pass to Nils White at District.  Jen advised that she has completed most of the draft in order that Nils is not working from hand written notes and during the next two weeks, although Jen will not be at District, there will be a hand over period.  She confirmed that the Appraisal will still go ahead as promised and the public consultation should take place towards the end of February beginning of March when the Drawing Office have been able to put the plans together.    Nils White will be making contact in the next week to arrange bringing the draft to Town Council before going public.

· Request for assistance in locating the graves of two children killed in the war in 1943 and mentioned on the Salcombe War Memorial was received.  It was noted that there were some unmarked graves in Bonfire Hill.
223. WORKING PARTIES

Finance – Nothing to report since no meetings since precept.
Policy – Due to be held.
Open Spaces – New groups to come together shortly.
224. REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES AND OTHER RELEVANT MEETINGS.
Cllr. Moore – Advised that he and Cllr. Mrs Lidstone attended the Festival Commitee and were impressed with the arrangements.  Also he had attended the council surgery and advised that the Headmistress Sue Warne wished the Mayor to attend the primary school and explain to the children what he does as a Town Councillor.  She also requested that the class visit a town council meeting and the clerk is to send an invitation.  Councillors were all invited to attend the school council meeting on the first Tuesday in each month.

Cllr. Mrs Furness – Attended the Regatta meeting on Friday night.  She is no longer chair but still involved and advised that they would be having fireworks and hopefully the Red Arrows, this time on a Sunday (if confirmed mid February) and a race night for fund racing.
Cllr. Long – Advised that he and Cllr Clark together with the Clerk had met with a Balfour Beatty representative at the Berry to discuss the reinstatement of earth adjacent to the play area to stop erosion and misuse.
225. POINTS OF INFORMATION
District Executive Forward Plan 22nd January 2009.
DAPC Newsletter Jan/Feb 2009.

District Development Control & Conservation User Group Minutes 15th October 2008.

Invitation to Police Authority Liaison Meeting – 26th January 2009.

District Meeting of the Executive 8th January 2009 (2) Reports.
District notificiation of cancellation of January 2009 Parish Cluster Meetings.

District Executive Agenda 8th January 2009.

Devon Wide Choice Based Lettings Scheme questionnaire.

Police Posters for Appointment of Independent Members to the Police Authority

Police Poster for Appointment of Independent Custody Visitors

St. Luke’s Hospice, Plymouth – Posters for Triple Challenge 15th March 2009.

District Meeting of the Executive 8th January 2009 (1)

South Hams Society Bulletin December 2008.

Open Door – Tor Homes.

District Executive Forward Plan 8th January 2009.

Devon County Council Newsletter Issue No. 5.
Local Council Review January 2009.

Office of Fair Trading Poster – Scams

District Council meeting 18th December 2008 (1)

District Agenda & Minutes 18th December 2008.

District Minutes of Executive 8th January 2009

226. FINANCE
Councillors APPROVED cheques for signature and noted receipts.

227. URGENT MATTERS
None

228. NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on 28th January 2009 in the Library at Cliff House, Salcombe at 6.30p.m.
Meeting Closed:   8.50 p.m.
