Minutes of the Meeting of

SALCOMBE TOWN COUNCIL 

held in the Library of Cliff House, Salcombe

   at 6.30 pm on Wednesday 13th January 2010  
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     *
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*
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*
557. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Members declared personal or prejudicial interests, including the nature and extent of such interests that they may have in any items to be considered at this meeting
· Cllr. Coulson wished it noted that he has no interest in any planning application, declaring neither a prejudicial nor personal interest.  He will thus speak on applications but will not vote on recommendations.  He further noted that by virtue of being a District Councillor he was precluded from volunteering to attend planning site meetings for Town Council

· Cllr. Clark declared a personal interest in applications 2195/09 and 2230/09
· Cllr. Hatch declared a personal and prejudicial interest in application 2249/09
· Cllr. Mrs Roberto declared a personal interest in application 2264/09
· The Mayor declared a personal interest in applications 2174/09 and 2249/09
· Cllr Wheeler declared a personal interest in application 2100/09
· Cllr. Mrs Lidstone declared a personal interest in application 2230/09
558. OPEN FORUM
The Mayor welcomed Graham Swiss of District Forward Planning and invited him to give an update presentation on the draft Site Allocation Development Plan Document.  He went on to explain when Town Council’s had first heard about this information and the Princes Foundation workshops that took place.

District were now attending as many Town and Parish Councils as possible that are included in the further informal consultation of additional sites or amendments.  Mr Swiss gave an update as to the current decisions and explained the role of Town Council in feeding back community comments.  He then asked those present to make their views known to District and Town Council please and then Town Council will be in a position to respond with confidence when the full draft document goes out for consultation some time in March 2010.

District is now preparing a new set of plans for the Local Development Framework (LDF), the documents that set out policy for future planning applications, and planning for sites up to 2016 but also looking beyond to 2026l.  He noted that this time line may seem a long way off but for planning this was normal.  District Council have decided their main priority is to define areas for development for housing and quality economic employment opportunities, therefore housing, employment, mixed units and key communities.  The Government has given them a challenging timetable and District must conform to policy documents already in place i.e. at national level, regional down to the County Structure plan and then their LDF Core Strategy which has been adopted since December 2006 setting out development distribution across South Hams i.e. Totnes – 400 to 2016 Kingsbridge – 200 and in local centres it is about 50 dwellings to 2016.  These documents currently being prepared now are the documents that decide and propose which specific sites are going to be allocated to fulfil future housing and economic allocations.
Cllr. Coulson arrived from District meeting.

Last year District undertook a community engagement process in June 2009 of workshops facilitated by Princes Foundation.  The Princes Foundation work was informed by some work already done by District when District assessed all sites across the district that were felt feasible options and such was published last May with an assessment of each site.  Using that evidence and considering availability and deliverability PF used such for their report which arrived December 2009.  District then took into account the Princes Foundation recommendation in December and now District has proposed which sites they think should come forward and this is where we are now.
Five Development Plan Documents will be published in March 2010 but it was felt that 11 sites in total needed a little further consultation and one site was in Salcombe.  Also there were a further four sites not originally identified for development by District that have been included being in Avonwick, Ermington and West Alvington.  These parishes wanted some development in their areas and asked to be included.  Other places do not have additional sites but have amendments to sites originally showed i.e. slightly different area and this is why District are coming back and asking for comments on the revised sites.

District wish comments by 10th February from the community and Town Councils on this additional amendment and then they will agree with local members of District Council what final recommendations should be taken forwarded before publishing the document in March.   Then there is a 6 week formal consultation time for representations.  After this all representations and published documents will be submitted to Government and the Secretary of State’s independent inspector will look at everything and then will conduct an examination (public enquiry) into the documents which is likely to take place in Autumn (October).  The Inspector then sends a report which is binding on District Council, there is no debate it is just binding on District as the Planning Authority who then adopt this during the beginning of 2011.

Therefore the reason Mr Swiss’ return is these sites and looking especially at the Shadycombe one as the boundary is slightly amended, the fields above Shadycombe Creek and parcel of land between them and the road going through Shadycombe car park were outlined.   It was felt that this section of land should have been included in the greater site originally.  This amendment however does provide another opportunity for the local community to makes its views known.  The 50 houses proposal to 2016 includes the site at Bonfire Hill so this is satisfied.
John Chalmers referred all present to an email he had sent out.  His assertion was that the development of a site on fields above Shadycombe is the wrong site to develop.  This he said was a green field site when there are brown field sites within Salcombe boundary and such green field development would be a significant erosion of the beauty of the harbour affecting views from the sea.  Also these fields are part of the AONB which District planners have protected for 50 years and now propose to spoil.  He went on to advise that access to the site is very difficult via Croft Road and Shadycombe Road which are both single tracks and the site slopes at 30 degrees.  Mr Chalmers advised that Devon Wildlife Trust say these fields are a County Wildlife site and habitat for 2 protected species.  He therefore wished to convince District to think again.

A member of the public, a Chartered Civil Engineer with 40 years of experience, endorsed what John Chalmers had said about the site.  He went on to note that it must be one of the most expensive sites to develop as there is no footway provision and narrow roads, cuttings that would be involved to gain access which would take a slice of Shadycombe out and added to this there is a gas main and high voltage power line that goes across this land.  The service industries will require access or have to be diverted.  Some 10/12 years ago this gentleman was advised by District planning office that he could not put 3 or 4 houses on his site because of access and his site abutts Shadycombe.  

Terence Martins noted he was born in Salcombe and was now 83 years.  Salcombe had always been his home and base and he wondered where Salcombe was heading and the importance that is placed on affordable housing.  He suggested Government look to condominiums and these could be in Kingsbridge although this would be a complete failure for the community.  He noted that there are many sites around town but ‘wealth’ buys these sites and blocks such.  He could understand the Shadycombe site and many years ago it would have been possible to have constructed a wider road down and construct a road for Batson Creek and it could provide all kinds of amenity and housing for this community.  He went on to noted however that if houses were built in the Salcombe and Batson area it would be detrimental to the current communities and he could not see this.  The area is trying to deal with ‘local community’ problem and Government should take this on as otherwise people will move inland and uphill.  Much good work is done by Local Government but he did not think Government would listen to locals and it is sad that they do not hear what people say about their area.  
Another member of the public asked why is this issue being raised as the District LDF policy DC1 refers to this area as an AONB and Coastal Preservation Area and no development should take place unless it enhances the beauty of the area.  Mr Swiss advised that the AONB, AGLV etc designations are being dropped across all Planning Authorities over the country and being replaced by Local Landscape Character Assessment.  He went on to explain that the development boundaries recognise that development is needed to help foster economic and social viability of areas.

It was asserted that the Department of Transport do not go through AONBs for trunk roads so why housing?  Mr Swiss responded that they are providing affordable housing to meet local needs.  Further questioning enquired ‘Are these houses affordable or just ‘housing’.  District has high targets for affordable housing from 50 – 60% of the site build and these were resisted by the Development Industry.  The Inspector who considered the percentages for affordable at examination confirmed these targets and these have to be subject to viability, case by case and the argument will be had with developers.

Mr Swiss noted that Salcombe land values were as high as anywhere in the District and high values can contribute to affordable housing problems.  If the site does generate such high prices however the open market can then generates higher return which underwrites building income and return.  It was again noted that the Shadycombe proposed site must be one of the most expensive sites in Salcombe considering its building problems.  

The Mayor gave full marks to the Princes Foundation for their logic in the process but personally felt that District was deciding the last thing first.  It was noted that the Sherford development has now accepted 20 – 25% affordable.  The Mayor said District should be looking at a community contribution through section 106 payments and should look at style, density and allocations.  The land should be last thing decided upon after contributions have been agreed to ensure the best return to the community.  Town Council therefore will be manacled as someone will decide on a site and discussions with developer will be tight.
David Cohen asked for an explanation as to where the Princes Foundation fits in and whether during the course of the meeting will the public learn who the landowners are.  Mr Swiss noted that District owns Shadycombe creek car park section.  During the early process of this a SHLAA was carried out and all Local Authorities have to do this as part of the Development Plan Document process.  Once the sites were put forward through the SHLAA they had to be evidenced so that the sites proposed could be guaranteed would be deliverable.  Therefore landowners were invited to come forward with suggestions and the process looked at the develop-ability of each site so yes District do know the land owners, in the case of other sites nominated by communities District have been to the Land Registry to ascertain ownership.  The Princes Foundation was commissioned by District to firstly bring their own planning, urban design, place making skills to the process and also to facilitate a community engagement process last year through Enquiry by Design.
The housing statistics to 2016 are known and beyond at the moment is with the Regional Spatial Strategy.  All types of housing figures are in Structure Plan and Core Strategy and affordable housing is a percentage of that number i.e. 50/60%.  South Hams District a just trying to deliver as much affordable as possible.
Mr Swiss stated that he was no fan of the Local Development Framework and even Government have had to re-jig certain aspects recently but District has to follow the basis of planning rules as they have done for 30 years.  

Peter Sandover declared an interest as he is currently working on development of Mr and Mrs Elwell’s site in Salcombe.  He conceded that the location maybe not in contention but the timing of build is strange.  The recent Housing Needs Survey stated that there was an immediate need for 24 affordable houses.  In this LDF process no affordable housing is to be provided until after 2016.  Acknowledging the process for the LDF and sifting of SHLAA together with the sustainability appraisal but with respect Mr Sandover felt that when Princes Foundation had become involved ‘wheels fell off’.  The proposal has gone from 8 sites to one specific site and the consultation process did not involve enough people.  The Enquiry by Design consultation in Totnes was good but such forum involving Salcombe and the hinterland of Kingsbridge used a list of people which only included 3 residents of the area.  He therefore urge District to go back and reconsider from the number of initial sites.   Mr Sandover then quoted the introduction from Princes Foundation.  

Jon Elwell then made a brief powerpoint presentation on the site considered for Salcombe.  He noted that most of those who objected to the site being discussed mostly wanted housing, employment/industrial.  He asked ‘What will Salcombe look like in 50 years if do not do nothing now and housing on this site is allowed then the next site on will go round Batson and another site and it will look like Newton Ferrars and Noss.  He stated that Foy and Dartmouth, both main towns, have been protected down by the water and the main housing has been put up on top of the hill back from the water.  What Mr Elwell suggested was needed now is to provide some community up at the top of Salcombe.  Houses for the middle market are needed for working people in Salcombe and he suggested more of these should be built in the back lands at the entrance to Salcombe.  Shadycombe would be split between affordable and second homes unless a developer buys off the affordable element and it goes to Kingsbridge.  Mr Elwell is trying to increase the community in Salcombe and Housing Needs Survey carried out by the Commmunity Council of Devon said 24 households were looking right now for a house and only 17 of 235 answers in that survey suggested Shadycombe, more than half suggested sites at the top of hill on the entrance to town.  Mr Elwell advised that his site is just before Salcombe Park &Ride.  He had wanted to plant a wood down to Batson but 2.5 years ago they were approached by District to ask if they would consider affordable housing.  He agreed but felt they needed to provide housing, work units, community hall etc.  The affordable housing officers at District are enthusiastic but Forward Planners and the Community Regeneration people do not want to speak to him and Mr Elwell agreed with the Mayor that District should come and speak to him, Mr Elwell, as a developer to agree things needed through a section 106 for the community.  He finished by saying ‘please make sure you make your views known to District Councillors and send a copy to the Town Clerk’.
The Mayor suggested that Town Council set up a meeting providing some tables with facts to allow people to comment for and against sites and form a view.  Mr Chalmers asked if District would accept these views and act on them?  Mr Swiss said this is why they are doing this now and District always try to ‘go beyond’.  District councillors however make the final decisions.  

Jim Martins noted that only Jon Elwell had mentioned needing places for work.  He went on to advise that on walking to the meeting he had counted that there were 14 shops in town closed till summer.  Mr Martins advised that there needs to be infrastructure to support more houses and although Government policy might say a number of houses below the A38 everyone must look at the whole equation.  The Mayor noted that an allocation for industrial was included in the site allocation areas.  Another aspect was whether the amount of business was going to generate enough jobs to pay rents but these were felt to be factors that cannot be guaranteed and therefore there needs to be land available so such can be created.

Mr Swiss advised that the decision to publish the draft document was taken in December but District did not go out with it then and always do their best to avoid putting documents out at Christmas and summer time but the length of the consultation timetable is challenging but set. 
In concluding the meeting the Mayor gave a note of caution to those present that if they were going to stand up and say no to a site they must find somewhere to say yes about otherwise Town Council would have nothing to respond with. 

Dist. Cllr. Coulson noted this opening of a second round of consultation for Salcombe and felt the proposed meeting at the school would be the time to crystalise thoughts and ideas but again urged people to put their views into District also.

A question from the floor asked ‘Had the boundary or inclusions not been put forward at this last stage would the ‘deal would be done’?.  Mr Swiss agreed that had the change not been made they would not now be re visiting a limited number of communities but the key time for consultation will be in March.   He went on to explain that District has decided which site should go forward and be included in the publication document for beyond 2016, Shadycombe.  The proposal for Salcombe can however be amended from any comments received in February and if changes are made they will be incorporated in the document formally published in March.  Dist Cllr. Coulson noted that all information so far is evidence based so people just saying they prefer another site is not enough they must state planning/community reasons.  
Mr Elwell noted that within the SHLAA evidence there were material errors that have not been corrected even though he had asked District to.  He attended the District meeting on 17th December when councillors rubber stamped this document but they were told that in the extra selected communities they acknowledged there had not been enough consultation.  Mr Swiss disagreed.

It was asked ‘Is it deliberate that the consultation starts after a final decision has been made?’    Mr Swiss responded that they have to decide on something in order to publish to consult on!  

The meeting was adjourned whilst most members of the public left, 7 remained, and Town Council moved the meeting back upstairs to the meeting chamber.
Chris and Nick Bonnet attended the meeting to speak about their proposals for Salcombe Town Football Club.  They now have 30 players based and living in Salcombe.  Also they have been speaking to South Devon Football League and should have a place in division 6 and sponsors for their kit.  A friendly has been arranged with Chagleigh and membership is open to anyone over the age of 16 yrs.  The only thing not in place is a home football pitch and they wish to use the Berry pitch throughout the season once every two weeks and to include a premier.  Also required is the use of the Hockey Club changing rooms for home and away players, it was noted that this permission is not in the gift of Town Council.  This is to be a community led and joint venture.  Issues however would be who would cut the grass at the Berry on a more regular basis?  Could Town Council finance these cuts?  Would such usage affect current community enjoyment?  Who would finance and repair the goal posts/nets?  There was too much within this request to be considered at this point and it was agreed that a further meeting would take place to ascertain all requests and explain what matters were not within the remit of the Town Council.  This will be an agenda item on 27th January.

559. MINUTES
The Minutes of the meeting dated 9th December 2009 were approved by all councillors and duly signed by the Mayor as a true and correct record.  

560. PLANNING APPLICATIONS:
· 1955/09/F WITH DRAWN Householder application for extension to front of dwelling and internal alterations Ty Hapys, Loring Road, Salcombe

· 2100/09/F DEFERRED FROM PREVIOUS TOWN COUNCIL MEETING Retrospective householder application for alterations and amendments to 41/1874/07/F Westgarth, Bonaventure Road, Salcombe – Applicant Mr S. Culley – A meeting took place on site with the planning officer present.  No objection subject to the materials and construction corresponding with the amended plan dated 11th December SHDC i.e.balconies timber and glazed, front elevation dormer rendered.
· 2174/09/F Householder applicant for enlargement of basement to provide additional accommodation together with alterations of existing rear extension including the provision of decking Shelter Cottage, Coronation Road, Salcombe – Applicants Mr & Mrs Clutterbuck – Objection.  Most of the proposal appertains to the lower part of the existing building to considerably increase store rooms.  It is however felt to be overdevelopment of the site by such increase.  There is concern of overlooking of neighbours from the proposed decking and the basement rooms have neither ventilation nor light which is of concern.  There is a question as to impact to neighbouring properties and how such development would affect neighbour foundations.  If District were minded to approve Town Council would need conditions that the basement room could not be used for ancillary living accommodation being totally unsuitable and there are questions over fire aspects, narrow corridors to utility rooms.  TV room with combined wet room etc.
· 2191/09/F Householder application for loft conversion, erection of dormers, replacement of windows and general upgrade to existing house Restcot 1, Raleigh Terrace, Raleigh Road, Salcombe – Applicant Mr D. Sadler – No objection.  A condition requiring a privacy screen to the decking to protect adjacent properties is however sought.
· 2194/09/F Resubmission of householder application 41/1955/09/F for extension to front elevation with internal alterations Ty Hapys, Loring Road, Salcombe – Applicant Mr R. Bellamy – Objection.  Town Council previous objections on this property stand.  This is an overdevelopment of the site which would have significant impact on the streetscene by pulling the front of the building towards the pavement.  In addition there were concerns raised that the internal alterations to be created were unsuitable for their use.
· 2195/09/F Advertisement consent for external signage to shopfront 10 Clifton Place, Salcombe – Applicant Mr N. Daly – Objection.  Town Council agree to such signs above the shop window and door on the property that such relates to.  They however object to the additional signage on other shops and buildings as the sign on Fore Street will detract from road signs, if allowed direction signs at all places there would be a plethora of signs.  Town Council would have no objection to a hanging sign, if applicants wanted to draw more attention to shop there.  
· 2206/09/F Householder application for velux windows 88 Fore Street, Salcombe – Applicant Mr & Mrs Smith – Objection inappropriate rooflights in a conservation area.  The space provided in the loft is not a habitable room and thus rooflights for a loft space is not needed and in such area would destroy the character.
· 2227/09/F Erection of replacement dwelling and new house with access, parking and new landscaping Harbour Lights, Devon Road, Salcombe – Applicant Mr T. Stanton – Objection.  This property is one of the most visible sites of Salcombe and this proposal is felt to be an overdevelopment of a site in a conservation area.  The major objection is the spine road intended to run down the centre of the site being very visible from the estuary with an 8m drop from top to bottom.  It is felt that the design would require use of local stone being in such close proximity to the Chapel and such stone would be difficult to source.  It is suggested that any attempt to create access on to this site that would not impact would be nearly impossible.  There is no objection in principle of the upper development as long as this also uses local stone.  Such development at the bottom of garden adjacent to Chapel however would create overlooking and would be very visible and such streetscene, surrounding areas and access causes impact.  This site has major obstacles and it is suggested should be linked with Harbour Lights and neighbouring properties rather than dividing the site.   This garden is felt to be too small for a garden development and it is noted that the neighbours next door object on overlooking. 
· 2229/09/F Conservation area consent for demolition of single storey dwelling and greenhouse Harbour Lights, Devon Road, Salcombe – Applicant Mr T. Stanton – Objection and such approval of this require to be aligned to permission being given to 2227/09/F and no demolition to take place until the scheme is agreed as any earth working or moving would potentially impact properties adjacent and below.
· 2230/09/F Retrospective householder application for amendments to 41/0921/08/F for revisions to terrace/deck Beacon House, Bonfire Hill – Applicants Mr and Mrs P. Lowe – Objection. The elevated terrace/decking area is already in existence and does not comply with the previous application approved and Town Council object to such.  This is development is very prominent and overlooks neighbours.  The decking is also visually intrusive when looking from the town.  The previous permission for extension to the existing patio area would have been in stone, if the deck area is to be approved in any way it should accord with the previously approved plans.  Only a small area raised in decking would still be visually intrusive even with the proposed screening as it would still be visually intrusive over stone. 
· 2249/09/F Householder application for conversion of existing workshop to provide additional accommodation.  Extend/modify existing terrace adj. to workshop.  Raise ridge height of existing buildings with new roof lights and window gable Slade House, Forster Road, Salcombe – Applicant Mr N. Parker – Objection.  This is the creation of a detached ancillary accommodation in a back garden with a ridgeline which elevates quite considerably.  It is an intrusive development by virtue of pushing the ridgeline up, increasing the roofline which is inappropriate and thus gross overdevelopment of the site.
· 2264/09/F Removal of Condition 1 (removal of temporary 5 year permission) of planning permission 41/0007/05/F Land adjacent to water pumping station, Gould Road, Salcombe – Applicant Salcombe Estuary Rowing Club – Town Council support this application.
· 2273/09/F Proposed remodelling of hotel car parking and landscaping to include new bin storage area and bulk gas storage tanks South Sands Hotel, Bolthead, Salcombe – Applicant Mr A. Turner – Objection.  This application also seeks to input lighting in the car park although such detail is not on the resume.  Town Council have no objection with such remodelling and in principle agree to the majority of changes.  However they object to uplighters to the trees and signage to direct people as this is visually intrusive in low light area.  The signs should be lit in a less obtrusive manner.  
PLANNING PERMISSION GRANTED

· 1776/09/F Householder application for replacement to damaged section of roof, replacing asbestos sheeting with slate 16a Fore Street, Salcombe

· 1777/09/F Householder application for replacement to damaged section of roof.  Replacing asbestos sheeting with slate 15a Fore Street, Salcombe

· 1796/09/F Householder application for car parking bay for off street parking 18 Grenville Road, Salcombe

PLANNING CORRESPONDENCE

· Officers report on 1652/09/F and 1651/09/LB Horsecombe House.
· One email for and two against with regard to proposals for Site Allocation Document area at Shadycombe.

· Copy letter dated 8th January 2010 to Katy Phillips, District Planner with regard to repair of storm damaged barn at Long Park Cottage, Higher Batson

· Email of objection on Harbour Lights application 2229/09/CA

· One email 13th January and one letter 9th January of objection from residents with regard to Beacon House application 2230/09/F

· Email dated 13th January 2010 from Lucy Hall, District Planner with regard to The Orangery with sketch drawings and comments from the Conservation Officer Nils White.  Clerk given authority to respond with the considered opinion of Town Council in order to allow a further application to come before them.
· Revised plan for application 2033/09/F Pheasant Cottage, Combe for information only.
561. CEMETERIES

It was AGREED to accept the breakdown for new charges and approve such policy to be implemented with regard to the sale of plots and charges for burial and such headstones etc and all Deed of Exclusive Rights will now be provided on a 30 year renewal basis.  Such charging and term of the Deed of Exclusive Rights will be subject to annual review at the May Annual meeting.  
562. FERRY PIER

The Mayor requested that Standing Order 21(q) be invoked to allow Jim Martins to speak.

Mr Martins advised that the letter put before council is to update Town Council with the history that he is aware of and correspondence undertaken together with photographs etc on this matter.  There was also included a page of contacts that have been involved over the years.  Mr Martin had telephoned Trevor Finch District but at present there was no particular update just vague talk about funding but Environmental Agency question whether there is any protection from the sea by the Ferry Pier.  He had then called the Environment Agency and spoken to Dave Brogdan (replaced Richard Fisher) and has sent him a CD with the information.   Mr Martins then enquired whether District Council had met with Town Council yet as suggested by Dist Cllr Baverstock with regard to the Whitestrand Pontoon refurbishment and was advised this had not taken place.

The Mayor suggested that Town Council should write to District to say they were opposed to any monies being spent on the pontoon refurbishment without necessary maintenance to fix the pier.  It was questioned why long term plans to set aside money in the capital and budget for these works had not taken place for 7 years.  It was believed that Town Council should request District to attend a meeting and explain what they are doing.  With £400,000 proposed towards a community hall in Kingsbridge when they need to raise £3.5 million for the project and to call it Kingsbridge and Salcombe Community Hall was a disgrace.  At the very beginning of this problem when it was falling apart ownership was discussed with it being County steps, District the harbour and part of the coastal path when in reality this pier has great effect on the end of Normandy Pier, the shift of silting and maintenance dredging and thus harbour budget costs so the problem should be sorted.  Also it is asserted that there is a sewerage leak into the estuary. 
A councillor suggested that there is no data whatsoever on increased vulnerability to the pontoons and boats in the harbour but when Steve Tooke was Harbour Master the swell smashed all boats.  Salcombe is missing an incredibly interesting and useful facility for the community.  Cllr. Mrs Furness noted that when her father used to own the shop that is now Fat Face the Ferry Pier would stop the flooding coming up but such swell is now damaging properties and yet the Harbour Master wants to redo the pontoons.

Mr Martins advised he has a copy of the District Jubilee Pier restoration feasibility study which came from the Chaiman of the Association from Salcombe Apartments.  The first page is Question and Answers and has information of engineers who have been looking at this on behalf of the Association but there has been acknowledgement of repair needed to be carried out.  

There has been a Working Group set up after the Executive Committee to look at all capital reserves from District.  Dist Cllr. Mike Howarth is on this group and had come down to see Mr Martins, Cllr Long and the ferry master but as Dist Cllr Howarth is spearheading funding for the Community Centre it was suggested he had a conflict of interest.  

District quote that tourism is key in the South Hams but as one of the most picturesque areas this is being undermined by the ferry pier repairs.

Standing Order 21(q) was removed and the meeting continued.

After due consideration of the maintenance required for the Pier and such new District proposals currently being put forward for Salcombe Estuary it was AGREED that Town Council write to District advising they are opposed to any monies being spent on the pontoon refurbishment without necessary maintenance to fix the pier.  
563. NORMANDY PLAQUE

It was AGREED to accept the quote for these works due to its historic significance.
564. LOCAL GOVERNMENT REVIEW

Town Council considered the latest proposals put forward by the Boundary Committee and AGREED Town Council should re affirm their previous comments with regard to the perceived problems in removing Exeter and assert their wish and hope that should such change be considered that it is a whole Devon Unitary or no change.  

565. DOG FOULING

It was advised that the driveway verge to the Bonfire Hill cemetery is being used as a dog toilet.  This has been cleared but signage might discourage or alert the culprits owners to the fact that Town Council will act.

It was AGREED that Town Council purchase dog fouling signs, to be placed on Town Council property where necessary, up to a cost of £30.00.

566. REPORTS FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
Dist. Cllr. Carter sent a message to advise that the Rowing Club application will definitely be going to the next planning committee as it is council land.
Dist. Cllr. Coulson noted that there had been much going on at District.  With the Baltic Wharf and other major development projects coming to Development Control virtually all of major projects had been rejected through huge public pressure.  He outlined The Bothy application as an invasion of privacy and loss of amenity as it is not in an industrial area so councillors have to accept that it is outside the designated zone and an inspector would not support.  Provided was an artists illustration of what such amenity area at the back of The Bothy would cause and a photograph of the neighbours sitting room, but the decision was to defer until the applicants come up with acceptable proposals of design for complete screening of that area.  It will be more attractive and hopefully less invasive.  There are very strong conditions on live/work developments as the work has to be there at the time people take residence and it must be a going concern.  The person living there has to be associated with such work so the conditions are quite onerous.
567. MAYORS REPORT
The Mayor consulted others councillors and advised that the Civic dinner is to be held in April.  He also noted with congratulations that the Federation Head at Salcombe Church of England Primary School had received an OBE. 

568. COUNCILLORS REPORTS
Cllr. Mrs Furness – The sign at the top of Onslow is still not repaired.  Swimming Pool AGM is on 26th January 7p.m. but the situation is serious as they need committee members or it might fold if no volunteers. 

Cllr Mrs Lidstone – Shaws Corner/Bennett Road junction the road sign is reduced to ‘nett’ .  A request has been made for a handrail down the steps before entering the Yacht Club.  Ownership is uncertain but it may be County – Clerk to investigate.
Cllr. Clark – The fountain at Whitestrand is not working again and he request that it be running by the holiday season.  It requires electrics and plumbing.  The milestone and boundary stone on the cycle track look like lumps of granite in the earth.    The milestone is positioned incorrectly as it is angled to the road and their maintenance and repositioning needs attention.  People are parking on the land extend for the cycle path and someone should notify the owner to sort this out now and tell District to close it off.  Resident requested the speed gun or flashing 30 sign on Main Road someone nearly got broadsided exiting from Beadon to Onslow Road.  A few days later a motorist was travelling too fast along Main Road towards Kingsbridge and had to swerve around a stopped car at the zebra crossing nearly hitting pedestrians.

Cllr. Coulson – No progress whatsoever has been made on the P3 footpath report and Management Plan for the Berry due to the weather and Christmas.  Progress will be made shortly.
Cllr. King – Someone had enquired how he got on Town council and he wondered what could be done to educate others.  Unfortunately people never read noticeboards but the advertisements were there of vacancies and an article was run in the Kingsbridge Gazette.  The bollards on the eastern end of Cliff Road have been thrown in the hedge and the Mayor is to speak to the developers in this area.  Cllr. King advised he would be attending his first Festival Committee meeting the following night.  

Cllr. Hatch – The hedge at North Sands coming along the road from the public toilets through Cliff Road, needs cutting.  On Onslow Road going down on the pavement Redfern wood is overgrowing.  The Harbour Authority compound brambles are coming out into the road.   There is a drain blocked in Fore Street by Normandy Way by Victoria Inn.

Cllr. Long – Advised of his contact with Tim Pollard District and arrangements for works at Hangar Marsh.

569. CLERK’S REPORT

· Rats in hedge at allotments and District advise a contractor deal with the problem – advised at meeting they are also in lower Coronation Road.  To be actioned.
· Noted that Silvanus have been working on behalf of SWElectricity Board cutting back trees from cables and all such works on Town Council land has been reviewed by Clerk and Tree Warden and permission given.

· Request received on 13th January 2010 from Assistant Harbour Master for a letter to be sent requesting that works be undertaken to remove hedge overhanging pavement at the bottom of Acland Hill.

· Request from East Portlemouth to write in support of their letter to Chris Lucas District Environment Services advising how important the East Portlemouth public lavatories near the Venus cafe are and that capital expenditure should be allocated to ensure they continue to be available.  Being on the Coastal Path councillors noted it was such a high usage tourist area and their loss would be felt to have a detrimental effect on this area as a whole.

· Notification of an application by Carillion Telent for a Road Closure Order for works to be carried out on behalf of British Telecom.  Closure 23rd – 25th March 2010 of Cliff Road from Bennett Road to 50m south of Bennett Road.

· Letter dated 8th January 2010 from Ros Davies County Public Rights of Way with regard to improvements to access at Splat Cove and suggestions of possible further works from P3 grant held by Town Council.

· Email from Tim Pollard in response to Cllr Long with regard to finalising capital improvements in Salcombe and provision of interpretation at Hangar Marsh.  It is also noted that the District Maintenance Team will cut the two panels scheduled for this year and an ongoing maintenance schedule will be drawn up.

· Noted that a further request for the cutting and maintenance around the SWWater depot in Gould Road be carried out.

· Reminder to the Mayor and Deputy that they are to attend a DAPC meeting at Quay house to discuss the Stokenham Pilot and future arrangements on 19th January 2010.

· Message received from David Stevens with regard to the Citizen of the Year Board that he and Gaynor Tabiner are having made and donated to advise that the contractor has had a serious accident and thus this will be delayed.

· Request from a member of the public to use the Park &Ride to ferry people from for a private function on 1st May.  To be considered next council meeting.
570. WORKING PARTIES

· Finance – Nothing
· Open Spaces – Nothing
· Policy –.Nothing
· Planning – As usual.
571. REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES AND OTHER RELEVANT MEETINGS.
None received.

572. POINTS OF INFORMATION
District Minutes of Executive 7th January 2010.

South Devon & Dartmoor Crime & Disorder Reduction Partnership Forum 25th February 2010 at The Watermark, Ivybridge.

South Hams Society Bulletin December 2009.

District Executive Forward Plan January 2010.

District Executive Agenda 7th January 2010.

Don’t be Scared, be Well Prepared County Leaflets for Emergency planning advice for residents.
District Council meeting 17th December 2009 Agenda, reports, plus Appendix (2)

573. FINANCE
Councillors noted bank balances and APPROVED cheques for signature. 
574. URGENT MATTERS
None
575. NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be the held on 27th January 2010 in the The Library at Cliff House at 6.30p.m .
Meeting Closed: 10.15p.m
…………………………………………………..   27th January 2010.

Mayor.
