Minutes of the Annnual Meeting of

SALCOMBE TOWN COUNCIL 

held in the Library of Cliff House, Salcombe

commenced at 7.25 pm following on from the

Annual Town Meeting on Wednesday 12th May 2010  

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT
                                    * Denotes Attendance

Cllr R Moore Town Mayor (in the Chair)
*
Cllr P Coulson 
District Councillor
*
Cllr R Clark

*
Cllr L Dilling

A
Cllr Mrs J Furness 

* 
Cllr Mrs J Lidstone

*
Cllr M Long

*
Cllr. Mrs T Roberto

A
Cllr. Ms. L. Balgalvis

A
Cllr. I. Hatch

*
Cllr L. King

*

Cllr. R. Wheeler

*
Also in attendance:

Cllr J Carter
 - District Councillor
 A
Gill Claydon (Clerk)

     *

Pc. Steve Mullen (having previously attended the Annual Town Meeting)
A
676. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Members declared personal or prejudicial interests, including the nature and extent of such interests that they may have in any items to be considered at this meeting as follows:
· Cllr. Coulson wished it noted that he has no interest in any planning application, declaring neither a prejudicial nor personal interest.  He will thus speak on applications but will not vote on recommendations.  He further noted that by virtue of being a District Councillor he was precluded from volunteering to attend planning site meetings for Town Council
677. ELECTION OF THE TOWN MAYOR AND SIGNING OF DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE

Cllr. Coulson  PROPOSED Cllr. Roger Moore as Mayor and Cllr Wheeler Seconded this nomination with all in favour.  The Declaration of Acceptance of Office was duly signed.

678. ELECTION OF DEPUTY TOWN MAYOR AND SIGNING OF DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE

Cllr. Mrs Lidstone PROPOSED Cllr Mrs Furness as Deputy Mayor and this was seconded by Cllr. Long with all in favour.  The Declaration of Acceptance of Office was duly signed.
679. WORKING PARTIES AND REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE ORGANISATIONS

It was AGREED to defer to the following meeting consideration of the working parties and representatives on organisations for councillors to indicate which they would wish to serve on and clarity to be sought on the Cliff House Trust Constitution requirements.  

It was agreed that further work should be done on a Media Policy and remit for the Media Working Party and a pro active stance to ensuring that matters appertaining to Salcombe and Salcombe Town Council were put forward to the Gazette for inclusion in view of the fact that the designated reporter for Salcombe has left and no replacement as yet sought.  

680. OPEN FORUM
No members of the public present this was dispensed with.
681. MINUTES
The Minutes of the meeting dated 14th April 2010 were amended in Open Forum to read ‘Normandy’s bridge’ and then approved by councillors and duly signed by the Mayor as a true and correct record.
682. PLANNING APPLICATIONS: 
· 0781/10/LB Listed building consent for variation of listed building consent 41/1538/08/LB to include 2 roof lights 7 Victoria Place, Salcombe TQ8 8DB – Applicant Mr & Mrs W. Ward : Objection as this property sits in a Conservation Area and thus should be sensitive to visual development.  Such skylight is felt inappropriate for a listed building and the increase in internal size believed overdevelopment.  By way of explanation town council believe that although this property has permission to place an en suite and bedroom in the roof and are now looking to include an additional skylight, this room is not felt to be suitable for accommodation.   It is suggested also that for a 3rd level usage fire proof doors should be provided.
· 0801/10/F Householder application for conversion of existing workshop to provide ancillary accommodation Slade House, Forster Road, Salcombe TQ8 8EB – Applicant Mr N. Parker : No objection.  
· 0810/10/F Householder application for loft conversion, including dormer window and Juliette balcony 6 Knowle Court, Knowle Road, Salcombe TQ8 8EH – Applicant Mr A. Tucker : Objection.  There is proposed a fairly large velux to the front of the property which is not felt appropriate on the front roofline due to the streetscene impact and it is suggested the height would afford overlooking down into adjacent properties.  One bedroom proposed fronts the street and is to have full height doors and a Juliet balcony.  Such doors and Juliet balcony are inappropriate in this setting and could provide additional overlooking whilst also throwing out the symmetry of these propoerties.  There is currently a dormer conversion of roofspace on the neighbouring property and town council suggest in view of the visual aspect the dormer at the rear should match the adjacent property as they are semis.  Of concern to councillors also and raised by a resident is the question with regard to the change of internal plans.  These flats were designed to sit over each other with the rooms mirrored on upper and lower floors.  The relocation of the kitchen over a lower bedroom it is felt would be unneighbourly and inappropriate even though it is stated that sound proofing it is to be installed as hard floor surface, cupboards and different usage will affect the wellbeing of the occupier of the lower flat and possibly interfere with their enjoyment of their residence.   Councillors wish it noted that the drawings provided are incorrect with regard to some perspectives and chimneys placement.
PLANNING CORRESPONDENCE

· 2542/07/O Reserve matters planning application at Summerhayes, Loring Road, Salcombe – copies of documents intended to form part of a proposed new application.  -  Planning Working group looked at this information on a pre application stance.  It was noted with concern that such landscaping at the front includes a Holm Oak.  There were some design aspect questions raised over the potential for windows at the front to have Juliet balconies installed at a later point and some issues around the rear of the property being painted completely white.  With high level windows such visibility or additional light pollution is noted and the decking raised concerns.  Also on these plans a gap that previously existed on the outline application has been filled by additional joining of the buildings so this is a substantial change and therefore there are a number of points that could be addressed.  These points will be brought to the architect and planners attention.
· Letter from a resident dated 5th May 2010 stating concerns should an application be resubmitted for an adjoining property at Magdala House.  

· Copy email sent by George Allpress Planning Officer to the architect for Moult Lodge, North Sands with regard to the Design Panel comments and any future meetings proposed.  The Conservation Design Panel review was reported at the last full council meeting and this is a further request from architects to the District planning department for discussions to consider Moult Lodge.  Mr Allpress has suggested that all people involved in the Design Panel decision could have further pre application discussions and suggested availability but indicated that such discussions would only take place if previous suggestions by the Design Panel had been taken on board.  Cllr. Long to attend, Mayor will also attend if District permit.
· With regard to the fence adjacent to Cliff House steps Cllrs. Long and Moore had met with Lucy Hall from planning and the owner of the site to discuss issues with regard to the height and materials.  The councillors attending requested opening the structure up to view whilst maintaining health and safety considerations.  Lucy Hall however did advise the owner that any proposals would have to be submitted to planning.  One suggestion was to open up the bar fencing and installing large wire netting to stop users falling but allowing the view.  There was a request by the owner for a shed to house canoes etc but this was felt by the planning officer to be inappropriate but town council suggested a low locker 4ft x 3ft painted green may be appropriate.  Planning have advised they will enforce if no there is no solution found but the owner was open to suggestions.  Within full council councillors discussed this matter and there was a body of feeling that such solutions offered so far did not go far enough.  Also a valid point raised was whether the engineering specifications had provided that the ground will hold having been raised?  All these comments are to be put to District planning.  
WORK TO TREE PRESERVATION ORDER TREES

0909/10/TW (No. 44) Reg. No. 3041 Site Kinrara, Sandhills Road, Salcombe Proposal – Ilex Oak remove 2 limbs overhanging Sandhills Road, Salcombe – No objection and town council actually support this application due to branches previously causing issues in the past with regard to high vehicles accessing the adjacent highway.
683. END OF YEAR ACCOUNTS 2009/10

Councillors were provided with a copy of the accounts, the internal Auditor’s statement and the completed Annual Return and then the Clerk duly went through each and every section with full council and completed the Annual Governance Statement therein before it was AGREED that such could be signed by the Mayor and Clerk and submitted to the auditors by 21st June 2009.

684. ASSETS REGISTER REVIEW

Councillors were appraised of those items currently on the Assets Register and it was AGREED to approve this list as amended for this year and actions/maintenance taken during the year to update accordingly.
It was requested that the water fountain by the Victoria Inn and Normandy Plaques be added to the list at a nominal value to ensure their recording as assets.

685. RISK ASSESSMENT REVIEW
It was AGREED that the Annual review of such Risk Assessment had not highlighted any new factors and many items had been addressed and reduced in risk.
A question was raised however as to whether town council can insure themselves for such costs if the auditors request to carry out a full in depth audit.  Clerk to enquire of the insurance company.
686. COMMUNITY FUND

This fund was set up with the signatories being the current Vicar and current Mayor but not within the remit of Town Council to decide on its usage which it is believed to assist those who are vulnerable.  Town Council were advised that the current balance stands at £660.43 and such signatories remain unchanged being the current Town Mayor and Vicar.  It was AGREED to again approach the Vicar to agree a remit as to its application.  Town Council will continue to annually advise how much is held in this account and make note of any movements in it in their Annual Minutes so that there is a regular review.
687. COUNCIL PROPERTY CHARGES

Town Council APPROVED the following charges for tenants or users and requested a review of allotment charges at a subsequent meeting:

· Cemetery Charges – last reviewed January 2010

· Park & Ride – last reviewed 2010

· Town Hall Rents – August 2009 with a minor amendment for Museum 2010

· Allotments – 2003

688. CONTRACTS AND LEASES

Town Council APPROVED the review of contracts currently held by the Town Council

· Grass cutting contract for areas in Town Council control commenced April 2009 for a term of three years.  Tenders should therefore be sought again in January 2012.
· Photocopier maintenance – renewed annually on invoice request.

· Town Hall Building and Mortuary – currently one tenant on rolling tenancy and other tenant Lease expires April 2011.
· The Berry – Lease from South Hams District Council for a term of 28 years expiring August 2017.
· Cliff House Trust Agreement for use of office with rent review and arrangements extended for a further three years in 2009 and due to be reviewed again February 2012.
Cllr. Mrs Lidstone asked that the Town Clerk be thanked for all the work that has been involved in compiling and providing an update on the Annual review of all town council property and risks.
689. RURAL AREAS SITE ALLOCATION DEVELOPMENT PLAN DOCUMENTS

It was AGREED that Town Council would promote awareness of this consultation document by placing a link to this District document on their website and putting posters around the town encouraging residents to make their own representations preferably on line or by requesting a bespoke form from the Town Clerk.  Town Council will formulate a response to District for consideration and approval at the next Town Council meeting.

690. REPORTS FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
Dist Cllr. Carter conveyed his apologies as he was attending his parish Annual meeting and Dist. Cllr. Coulson advised that having been on vacation he had nothing further to report.
691. MAYORS REPORT
The Mayor thanked councillors for attending the Civic Dinner and advised that from current feedback everyone had enjoyed the location and evening.  The letters of thanks and congratulations from visiting Mayors etc were read out.  The Deputy Mayor responded and thanked the Mayor for the evening and acknowledged also all those who had contributed to the organisation especially the work on table planning and menus provided by Nicola Coulson.  
692. COUNCILLORS REPORTS
Cllr. Mrs Furness – The bingo was held at the Rugby club in aid of the swimming pool and raised £220.  A Gala day will be held on 29th May and Sir Simon had agreed to open the pool.   The committee were alright for this year but such ongoing provision will have to be considered with regard to viability of  people coming forward to organise for next year.
Cllr. Mrs Lidstone – Reminded everyone of Friday 4th June 2010 when there will be a service on Whitestrand at 10.30a.m. for remembering the Americans that served.  With regard to Town Twinning they are holding a Civic Evening on Tuesday 8th June in Chart Room of the Yacht Club followed by a meal  (£22.50) in Harbour Hotel and all councillors are invited to join them.   There will also be a meeting the following day on Wednesday 9th May 2010 at 11a.m. at the Yacht Club between the French visitors and the Town Council Mayor to consider future ties.

Cllr. King – Advised he had made contact with TCP and they will be meeting him shortly.  He noted that in the last minutes mentioned had been made about traffic wardens and how they dealt with certain areas and enquired whether anything had been done?  There is illegal parking on pavements and abuse of resident parking in Coronation Road and yet the wardens seem heavy handed in Island Street.  
Cllr Hatch – Walked from North Sands to Salcombe and noted the weeds in gutters and once he looked closer noted how bad all around is looking for weeks.  Also by the fountain adjacent to the toilets at North Sands this needs weeding around it.  Clerk is to advise Chris Lucas as this is District land.  North Sands on green none of the cuttings from trees has been cleared.   Clerk to advise Simon Putt and Rob Harkness)
Cllor Long – Did we get any response on grass cutting mess?  Clerk still to make contact with Rob Harkness.  Top of Herbert Road to Berry grass  has not been cut (area that backs on to Hockey Field).  Noted the hoarding on Bonfire Hill site and have contacted enforcement to see if planning permission is required.  The 13 Shadycombe Road excavations to Gould Road are of concern and he had spoken to Debbie Crowther, Nils White and Richard Gage and advised about size of excavations.  
693. CLERK’S REPORT

· Summary of letters of thanks received from those attending the Civic Dinner and congratulations on an enjoyable evening and superb venue.

· Reminder that the Kingsbridge and Salcombe Area Parish Cluster meeting is to be held on 24th May 2010 at Cliff House at 7p.m.

· Request by the owner of South Sands Hotel for a pre application meeting to advise of changes and what matters are to go to the Design Panel.

· Letter from ex councillor advising of a resident who has reserved two cemetery plots at Bonfire Hill in 1997 and states he paid for markers which have not materialised.  Matter to be investigated.

· Email from Highways advising that a Vehicle Activated Sign (VAS) cannot be consider until a full audit of the existing standard plate signs has been carried out and it is clear that such new signage would not alleviate the problem.  Thereafter a Speed Compliance Action Review Forum document must be opened and such process take place before Highways will even consider the sign even if Town or residents offer to pay for such.

· Noted the email sent by South Hams Society to their members encouraging response to the Site Allocation DPD.
694. WORKING PARTIES

Nothing to report.

695. REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES AND OTHER RELEVANT MEETINGS.
Cllr Mrs Lidstone – Attended the Salcombe Information Centre meeting.  They had sent for the accounts of the Regatta which had been provided.  The Information Centre wished for the Red Arrows to return but having looked at the figures it was felt too expensive.  The Information Centre also still asserted that loose masonry was falling and disagreed with the professional opinion which had said it was paint and plaster.  A builder is to be sought to go in and take a longer ladder to check the window and old light fittings and access will be sought.  Cllr Long advised that the tone or feeling of the meeting was that Town Council had not carried out an adequate investigation.  Town Council disagree and this further check by a builder will be instigated soon.
The Mayor reported that he, Cllrs Long, Mrs Furness and Mrs Lidstone had attended Harbour Hotel and were appraised of the fact that they are attempting to keep the original shell of the building and revamp sections around it.  They wished to provide ten second homes on the sea front which councillors were reticent of but awaited a planning application.  The presentation was well put and such aspirations put forward with good business reasons for changes.  The hotel owners own four listed buildings as hotels so are well aware of keeping in line with surroundings.  This was not a modernist architect so he was not averse to using slate, wood etc.  Councillors welcomed the suggestion of removing/cleaning up the visual aspect of the hotel by removing pipes, unsightly structures etc and bringing together all these facilities.  They are attempting to carry out the conversion in stages whilst retaining occupancy.   A copy of the presentation is to be sent to the Town Clerk.  

Cllr King – Cliff House accepted him as town council representative at their last meeting.  He noted that the Cliff House gardens are to be maintained free of charge twice a month by Bayleaf and there was a discussion on whether to keep the roses or not.  They are trying to find investors to fix the roof and feel someone will give them a £250,000 mortgage to carry out such works.
696. POINTS OF INFORMATION
· District Agenda & Minutes for meeting 13th May 2010 plus additional information 1,2, and 3.

· Kingsbridge & Salcombe Chamber of Commerce Business Club meeting 19th May 2010.

· DALC Newsletter x 2.

· Police Authority Liaison meeting 24th May 2010 7.30p.m.at Dartmouth Town Council offices.

· DPFA Newsletter – The Playing Field Spring 2010.

· Devon County – Devon Welfare Rights Unit leaflet – Helping you to make work pay.

· NHS Twentyfour Seven Magazine Edition 11 – Spring 2010.

697. FINANCE
Councillors APPROVED cheques for signature. 
698. URGENT MATTERS
None
699. NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on 26th May 2010 in the Library at Cliff House, Cliff Road, Salcombe at 6.30p.m .
Meeting Closed:  21.43 p.m
…………………………………………………..   26th May 2010.

Mayor.
