Minutes of the Meeting of

SALCOMBE TOWN COUNCIL 

held in Salcombe Church of England Primary School, Salcombe

   at 6.30 pm on Wednesday 11th November 2009  

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT
                                    * Denotes Attendance

Cllr R Moore Town Mayor (in the Chair)
*
Cllr P Coulson 
District Councillor
*
Cllr R Clark

*
Cllr L Dilling

A
Cllr Mrs J Furness 

* 
Cllr Mrs J Lidstone

*
Cllr M Long

*
Cllr. Mrs T Roberto

*
Cllr. Ms. L. Balgalvis

*
Also in attendance:

Cllr J Carter
 - District Councillor
 A
Gill Claydon (Clerk)

     *

Pc. Steve Mullen

A
PCSO David Gibson

*
501. DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE

The duly signed acceptance of office as Deputy Mayor was RECEIVED from Cllr. Mrs Furness by the Proper Officer and the councillors welcomed her as Deputy Mayor.
502. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Members declared personal or prejudicial interests, including the nature and extent of such interests that they may have in any items to be considered at this meeting
· Cllr. Coulson wished it noted that he has no interest in any planning application, declaring neither a prejudicial nor personal interest.  He will thus speak on applications but will not vote on recommendations.  He further noted that by virtue of being a District Councillor he was precluded from volunteering to attend planning site meetings for Town Council

· Cllr. Clark declared a personal interest in application 1894/09/F 
502. OPEN FORUM
The Mayor welcomed all present and asked that PCSO Dave Gibson be allowed to give his report first in order that he could attend duties.  PCSO Gibson advised that from a police point of view the town was quiet at present.  He acknowledged the recent accident with regard to skate boarding and the police have provided safety awareness within  the school.  He went on to advise that large outboard motors had been stolen by moving such to the other side of the estuary.   This must have taken much planning and vehicles and any information will be welcomed but investigations are ongoing.  The police look to get back into schools this time of year to draw to the attention of children that the nights are drawing in and the need to be vigilant and visible.  A resident enquired whether there were any plans to stop skateboarding on pavements as this was a problem along Devon Road.  PCSO Gibson advised that he had talked to youngsters about not going on pavements and that they should not be in the road either.  If youngsters are caught on skateboards on pavements he will confiscate the boards and he warned them that the place for boarding is in a park.
Cllr. Long then addressed the members of public in attendance with regard to the inaccuracies in a leaflet distributed around Beadon estate.  This meeting he outlined was to receive and review the results of the Housing Needs Survey and not to address the Site Allocation issues.  John Scott was in attendance from the Community Council of Devon and those present could not discuss housing allocation sites because Town Council had not seen anything nor had anything appeared on the District website.  Cllr. Long advised that when such information does become available for consultation then Town Council will advise of such and discuss community concerns and aspirations.

John Scott thanked Town Council for inviting him to attend and present the findings.  He noted that there were three things to report, the background, findings of the report and next steps.  He then introduced himself and explained where he comes from and who employs him with regard to the basis for producing this report.  Devon Rural Housing Partnership work with communities to find solutions for those communities, promoting affordable housing for people in communities.  There were 580 survey forms returned (34.1%) one of the largest responses ever received.  Of that 713 were second or holiday homes in Salcombe thus 40.4% of all properties responding.  It was noted that in order to purchase people need income of £60,000 to afford the lowest priced house in Salcombe.  Twelve households needing housing in Salcombe were earning less than £10,000 p.a.
After the presentation Mrs Girling asked about the sort of people being able to afford affordable housing.  She went on to question how many people in the survey were employed locally and were advised that 26 were working locally so there was a genuine local need.  Mr Scott noted that previously many comments made were that there is no work in Salcombe but clearly there was and as such second homes generate work.  A significant response from second home owners was questioned and those present were advised that mostly this came from the Town Council hosting such questionnaire on their website to ensure all those with properties in Salcombe were involved in the consultation process.

The Mayor noted that he was originally a second home owner but like many now lives here.  He asked if the results of this document surprised anyone in attendance and everyone agreed they knew back in 2004 that they needed housing for local people.  The Mayor then explained the need to look at what the options were now and the town at least has an up to date solid document to ask for housing, particularly rental.  A resident noted that if you encourage people to live Salcombe then perhaps businesses can stay open for 12 months rather than ‘last one out of Salcombe close the gate’ syndrome.  Cllr. Coulson highlighted a Countryfile programme that went into non viable communities where young have been forced out and shops etc closed and they had become dormitories for towns.  Countryfile was to go to France this week where it is said they have addressed the need to keep communities alive.  Cllr. Coulson asserted that at the heart of the issue is the need for housing to keep young people around.

John Scott advised that the Community Council of Devon message is that you can do it if you are determined enough and want to see it happen and they are there to help.  Need housing and employment and so those units are needed and land for both purposes.  If you maintain demand in community more businesses will come in and put throughput through communities.   
Cllr. Long asked what had been done about requirements for single people in the town and was told that it was better to build some 1- 2 bedroom properties that would suffice for this need whilst also serving others.

Also in attendance were representatives from District with the Choice Based Letting team.  Those present were advised that at the moment those seeking social housing in Devon whether they want to go to Torbay or South Hams or elsewhere must fill in a form for each council (there are 10 councils in Devon).  In future just one paper form sent to Choice Based Letting will allocate points across Devon.  Points do not mean much to people and as of 20th January 2010 the new one form system will come into place but before this everyone must re-register (its easier on line).  Thereafter each person will get a band in Emergency, High, Medium, Low and No housing need.  This is assessed on such data given in re-registering or first time registration.  Those applying also now get a start date which is taken into consideration when allocating.  People then bid on properties they are interested in.  At moment applicants get points and then District pull out a short list and the highest point applicant will be offered such.  Therefore if you were number 10 continually on the list you would never know and therefore this breeds mistrust.  Devon Home Choice has all the information about all homes in Devon, on the internet, newsletter, digital television and these come up on a weekly cycle and applicants can bid on property and the highest band of applicants will get in (if a tie in application such will go on the start date of the applicants application).    The scheme will open Devon wide but District are going to monitor net moves (across borders) and then will offer to preference up to 2%.  
John Scott noted that if a property has a local connection ‘restriction’ that will still apply and does not get overridden.  Generally only about 1% of people move across boundaries.  It is therefore important to earmark key workers, obtain sub market prime rental and self build but all options depend on the developer.  It was noted by an attendee that there is another way of locking into housing as Dartmouth have done with local lettings plans, to control social behaviour of certain areas. The Mayor thanked John Scott and District representatives for attending and advised those present that these representatives would be staying behind to answer any particular personal points that those attending wished to discuss.

The meeting was stepped down for 10 minutes whilst people most residents left the hall to talk to the experts present.  Two residents remained to listen to discussion on a planning application before also leaving.  
503. MINUTES
The Minutes of the meeting dated 28th October 2009 were approved by all councillors and duly signed by the Mayor as a true and correct record.  

504. PLANNING APPLICATIONS:
· 1530/09/F REVISED PLAN (For information only) Proposed additional bedroom and bathroom for 85 Fore Street, Salcombe TQ8 8BY – Applicant Mr M. Featherstone

· 1658/09/ REVISED PLAN (For information only) Merlins Forster Road, Salcombe, TQ8 8EB

· 1861/09/F Householder application for a replacement garden/utility room Quiet House, Cliff Road, Salcombe TQ8 8LD – Applicant Mr A. Croke – No objection to proposed plans but there was a request for roof to be tiled to match house and existing extension and not the use of some other form of cladding.
· 1893/09/CA Conservation Area Consent for demolition of existing building (B2 use) and replacement with a live/work unit The Bothy, Church Street, Salcombe TQ8 8DH – Applicant Mrs A. Johnstone – Objection.  There was a query as to whether the boundaries are drawn correctly.  As such the proposals for such residential use would overlook neighbours and the amenity proposed would definitely overlook neighbouring lower areas.  The work area proposed really does not fit well for usage as a workshop as this has a single entrance and it is also felt that double roller shuttered doors are inappropriate in conservation area.  There is also considerable concern that such move from B2 to joint live/work would be substantial loss of industrial use in this area.  Town Council had further concerns that the live/work unit as integrally linked with stairs could become a second home with storage.  
· 1894/09/F Demolition of existing building (B2 use) and replacement with a live/work unit The Bothy, Church Street, Salcombe TQ8 8DH – Applicant Mrs A. Johnstone – Objection as above.
· 1910/09/F Householder application for removal of boundary wall and formation of parking area Thimble Cottage, Higher Batson, Salcombe TQ8 8NF – Applicant Mr G. Sowerby – No objection but stone removed from existing walls must be used to form any pillars adjacent to properties.
· 1930/09/F Resubmission of householder application 41/1586/09/F for balcony and Juliet balcony – Objection because the inclusion of doors and Juliette balconies are inappropriate in design and scale for this building and overlooking.  If approved Town Council would wish to see the exclusion of the proposed conversion of the window nearest to the neighbours as converting such to a door would be overbearing, overlooking of neighbours with loss of amenity.  The plans currently state the bottom balcony is a door but this in fact is incorrect as it is a window with a fire escape included therefore the plans are misleading.
PLANNING PERMISSION GRANTED

· 1570/09/F Householder application for demolition of existing store and workshops and replacement studio workshop Uppercot, Devon Road, Salcombe, TQ8 8HJ

APPEAL DECISION

· 0861/09/F Appeal Ref: APP/K1128/D/09/2112519 Formation of a dormer window to the rear extenson The Old Church Hall, Church Street, Salcombe TQ8 8DH – Appeal Dismissed.

WORK TO TREE PRESERVATION ORDER – CONFIRMED AS SERVED

· TPO 829 (No. 58) Bonfire Hill (North), Salcombe

TREE PRESERVATION ORDER – REFUSAL OF CONSENT

· TPO 086 Reg. No: 2923 Site: Italian Garden, Land adjacent to The Moult, Salcombe – Refused : Fell x 2 Fastigiate Yew on grounds of amenity value.

505. CHRISTMAS MEETING DATE

It was AGREED that Town Council meet only once during December on Wednesday 9th at 6p.m. 
506. NEWSLETTER PUBLICATION

It was AGREED that at least 650 copies of the Town Council newsletter are produced each quarter and that each such publication has a budget up to £180 without the need to return to council to approve costings.

507. STREET LIGHTING – PART-NIGHT LIGHTING POLICY

Councillors were advised of the County designation/description of ‘main roads’ to be kept lit after introducing a part-night lighting policy and it was AGREED to advise Cty Cllr. Sir Simon Day of the following areas of concern where it is felt part-night lighting would be inappropriate: 
Onslow Road – It was felt that the area adjacent to Bonaventure was narrow and thus required lighting.

Fore Street – In view of the businesses along this stretch and such usage from the public  
508. REPORTS FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
Full council on 29th October, Salcombe Harbour on the  2nd and Development Control today but no significant matters of interest for Salcombe.
509. REPORT FROM MAYOR
Splatt Cove has had works done – cleared and steps and now County officers are coming to do a report on the lower section.  The upper level is already walkable.  It was noted that the same operative is due to return to carry out works on Bridlepath 10.
The Mayor requested that Town Council form a small working group for such duties as the Civic Lunch and Civic Dinner to allow proper Town Council monitoring of expenditure and in house governance of functions.  It was AGREED that Cllrs Ms Balgalvis, Mrs Roberto, Mrs Lidstone and the Mayor are given the remit to so organise.  
510. REPORTS FROM COUNCILLORS
Cllr Long – Met with Nils White on Conservation Area review to discuss a couple of points raised about Article 4 buildings.  He is working to produce the Management Plan and other documentation and Cllr Long will circulate to all for final review.  Time scale – such extension to the Conservation Area should not be problem within this review but Article 4 will probably go to Committee in Spring due to Xmas and paperwork in between.  With regard to the Vanguard Review the Conservation Officer has received a significant amount of work from other officers and thus whilst committed to the report has other work to attend.

Cllr. Mrs Roberto noted that work had been encountered with regard to cemeteries and such was being detailed to the next Finance Working Party.
Cllr Mrs Furness – Meet in Pool Foyer on Tuesday 24th November for extra ordinary AGM.  All members are resigning and it does not look good for members on committee next year only about 6 left.  If anybody knows of people who can help to take money etc when pool open in summer and sell sweets.

Fund raising wise there is a fashion show in aid of the Regatta at the school on 28th November 2009.

Cllr Clark – Reported problems on footpaths with regard to trees down
Cllr Coulson – Noted recent users walking along the foreshore were approached by a person who advised this was a private jetty.  The applicant applied for a pier  and such jetty was supposed to have steps each side to ensure the public  were not impeded.  Further advice was needed from District legal team as to right of use and passage on such area and Dist. Cllr. Coulson was going to request such.  

Cllr. Mrs Lidstone – Provided an estimate for re-painting the museum and TIC.  Such will be held pending the Structural assessment and future requirements.
511. REPORT FROM CLERK

Councillors were advised of the following:
· Letter dated 4th November 2009 with regard to Park & Ride route, for consideration of Park & Ride Working Party.

· Letter dated 5th November 2009 from Devon Tree Services Ltd. Advising that there had been a change in a large Ash tree in Redfern woods and making this amendment to the recent report.
· Copy letter from District to County Council with regard to Clifton Place and slipway with possible flooding barriers – Dist. Cllr. Coulson to seek a team to action such.
· Invitation to meet the Leader of Devon County Council on Monday 7th December from 6.30p.m. at Townstal Community Centre, Dartmouth – Cllrs. to attend meetings in situ in other areas..
· DAPC Empowering Communities in Devon follow up conference 25th November 2009 at Exeter, delegate fee £15.00 per person.  Full council meeting this evening and no representation felt necessary.
· Letter dated 25th October 2009 from Salcombe Festival Chairman advising of plans to hold another Music Festival between 11th – 13th June 2010.

· Letter dated 30th October 2009 from Chris Lucas District Council advising that they will support initiative of granting free days car parking prior to Christmas this year but such would not be considered in forthcoming years unless the financial situation improves.  Dates for such closure have been forwarded to District through liaising with the Salcombe Information Centre and Chamber of Commerce.

· Letter dated 30th October 2009 from District advising of the Independent Panel on Members’ Allowance meeting 24th November 2009 and inviting any issues to be considered by the Panel and requesting such be communicated to Darryl White District by 20th November 2009 – No points put forward.

· Letter dated 3rd November 2009 from District advising that the Tree Preservation Order on trees at Bonfire Hill, belonging to Salcombe Town Council, has been confirmed as served.
· Letter dated 10th November 2009 from Malborough Parish Council seeking financial assistance with their Wheels Park – Clerk to advise that Town Council seeking advise as to Act that could allow such contribution..

· Email dated 11th November 1009 from District advising that Salcombe Festival have applied for the use of Whitestrand Car Park 11-13th June 2010 inclusive.
· David Stevens has advised that the Honours Board he and Gaynor Tabiner are donating has been ordered and delivery is awaited.
512. WORKING PARTIES

· Finance –Open Spaces – A meeting took place wherein it was agreed that Town Council could not consider any such duties without further information with regard to yearly expenditure and ongoing expenses.  Also such information was sought with regard to previous s106 payments for such upkeep.   Such information is awaited.

· Policy –.Nothing further
· Planning – Ongoing.
513. REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES AND OTHER RELEVANT MEETINGS.
Cllr. Mrs. Lidstone – TIC meeting all present were worried about rates increase.  The group wished to open shops on 10th December late night Xmas shopping.  There was a suggestion from a member to open up Whitestrand and have stalls but such support financially had been less than others. 
The meeting discussed at length the Red Arrows money and wanted a breakdown and requested to know what the pubs had given and why there was a shortfall.  Such excess expense was for a pa system.  This is a matter for the actual committee.

The Chairman’s allowance was highlighted and it was agreed that Town Council would cover the sweets for Father Christmas from such.  
514. POINTS OF INFORMATION
DAPC Newsletter November/December 2009.
District Executive Forward Plan 19th November 2009.

Prawle Point Coastguards Autumn Newsletter 2009.

Kingsbridge & Salcombe Chamber of Commerce Business Club meeting 18th November 2009.

Devon Playing Field Association Newsletter Autumn 2009.

515. FINANCE
Receipts:

Bin Liners £15.75
Bonfire Hill –  £420.00

Rent received - £2710.00                                                           
Councillors APPROVED cheques for signature. 
516. URGENT MATTERS
None
517. NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be the held on 25th November 2009 in the The Library at Cliff House at 6.30p.m .
Meeting Closed: 8.45p.m
…………………………………………………..   25th November 2009.

Mayor.
