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     *
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A
283. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Members declared personal or prejudicial interests, including the nature and extent of such interests that they may have in any items to be considered at this meeting:
· Cllr. Coulson wished it noted that he has no interest in any planning application, declaring neither a prejudicial nor personal interest.  He will thus speak on applications but will not vote on recommendations.
· Cllr. Stevens declared a personal interest in Item 292 Use of Park and Ride.

· Cllr Clark declared a personal interest in planning application 0087/09/F being a personal friend.
284. OPEN FORUM
Nils White Conservation Officer at South Hams District Council was welcomed and invited to make a presentation and update councillors on the information collected and proposals for inclusion in the draft Conservation Area document for Salcombe.
Nils noted that following leaving Jen Nixon had put a few extra days in to complete the draft Conservation Area document and that it was currently with the drawing office to put the wording to the plans to justify such suggestions/policies.  He also noted that it was important that the whole community feel involved in the process.  Nils then outlined the program of taking this document forward.
A map of the area with a few initial proposals was shown and he explained that the text needs to be put with this information to make an understandable document for discussion.  The hatching was a proposed extension to the Conservation area and concerns with regard to the foreshore were discussed.  Thereafter there will be internal (District) consultation on the contents of the draft with estuaries, AONB, etc before going to public consultation.  Councillors requested that Town Council be included in the initial ‘in house’ consultation in order that they can feed into these discussions rather than highlight matters later that have already been discussed. 

It was noted that the draft document for internal consultation should be available mid April and that the public consultation was expected in May 2009.  It was agreed that due to holidays and other time restrictions that the public consultation could not take place after the 1st week in June.  

As question was raised with regard to the Batson area and the Conservation Area draft document and it was noted that Jen Nixon had been going to review this area but this was note done and therefore this had not been included at present.  It was felt by councillors however that Batson had as much impact on Salcombe and vice versa.

It was noted that in other areas authorities worked with partners to implement good design on street furniture and lighting and other such things and Nils noted that this would be a good addition to the document and such input or thinking should be included if only as aspirations. 
It was agreed with Nils that Town Council expect to receive the draft document with text by 15th April and thereafter the public consultation to take place either the last week of May or first week June.  A public meeting to be held in the Primary School on 10th June 2009.

Tim Unsworth was also in attendance as a member of the public and enquired as to why District were against extending the Conservation Area to the south.  Nils advised that the only difference such extension would make would be that any planning applications would go to the Conservation Area officers as well as the planners as they already go to the AONB officers.  He went on to explain that Salcombe has a fantastic shoreline and they enhance this area but the Conservation Area is more about the architectural value of places such as Island Street as they are part of the character.
Nils White and Tim Unsworth then left the meeting.

285. MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting dated 25th February 2009 were approved by all present and duly signed by the Chairman as a true and correct record.

286. CO-OPTION OF COUNCILLOR

It was AGREED that Lonija Balgavis be duly co-opted.
287. DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE AND REGISTER OF INTERESTS

The Declaration of Acceptance of Office and Register of Interests will be passed to Lonija Balgalvis to be duly completed and received at the next meeting.

288. PLANNING APPLICATIONS:
· 0087/09/F AMENDED PLAN Proposed decking at 6 Hazeldene, Sandhills Road, Salcombe, TQ8 8JP – Applicant Mr & Mrs Nicholls - Objection.  Councillors agreed revised layout and reduction in size but would seek wooden balustrading with glass but not stainless steel in this setting.
· 0171/09/F FURTHER ELEVATIONAL PLAN : Retrospective application for timber decking and glass balustrade to front of existing property along with new refuse storage cupboard and new surface finishes to existing terraces and steps Blue Haven, Allenhayes Road, Salcombe TQ8 8JU – Applicant Mrs P. Darby – Objection as councillors comment remains that the balustrade must be of timber as a minimum but galvanised wrought iron would be more in keeping.  The architects have relied upon adjacent timber decking but wrought iron predominates in the street scene.  It was noted that the amount of glass now included on this conspicuous site adjacent to a Conservation Area has become intrusive in the vernacular.  Appropriate materials should be relied upon in a conservation area which should match all surrounding buildings.
· 0301/09/F Demolition of 2 houses and construction of 1 replacement dwelling Overcombe and Tumbly Hill, Devon Road, Salcombe, Devon TQ8 8HJ – Applicant Mr G. Lafferty. – SUPPORT.  It was felt that this was a welcomed proposal reminiscent of the Victorian penchant for putting up villas.  The proposed development uses slate, timber and an amount of stone in the gardens with feature balustrading and t is asserted that the architects analysis of the surrounding area is in keeping.

Town Council however wish to seek a planning condition that the front wall with railings is no more than 1.2m high and the hedge is maintained at a low height to open up the public amenity views across the estuary.  Also is is requested that a tree and shrub planting plan be submitted for those areas which require such and be maintained for 5 years to ensure such creation.  There is some discussion within the documents with regard to energy efficiency and conservation areas but these remedies/points are not shown and Town Council wish sight of these if they become conditional.   Town Council are aware of Government’s broad aim to increase density but feel this is a strategic site in a Town that is being overdeveloped and feel this proposal could add to the local architectural history and would send a signal to developers as to what can be done to enhance rather than continually destroy the streetscene and rural area.
· 0304/09/F Retrospective amendment to 41/0718/07/F for new dwelling to include additional basement area Ripple Sands, Beadon Road, Salcombe, Devon TQ8 8JT – Applicant Mr T. Scholes – No objection.
· 0311/09/LB Listed Building Consent for change of windows/sliding door at north elevation.  Replace asphalt roof at east/south elevation and fit 2 x Velux windows to flat roof 24b Fore Street, Salcombe, Devon TQ8 8ET – Applicant Mr M. Ward – Objection.  The roof lights proposed are felt to be inappropriate and should be conservation area approved with frosted glass to obviate overlooking.  The replacement windows/doors with hardwood are agreed with a style more in keeping with the Conservation Area and thus style to be approved before permission granted.

This application notably is for a boat store but it is asserted that the only access is by a narrow pathway and thus councillors question the ability for such use as a boatstore without suitable access and not having to traverse others land.  An earlier application requested a change of use to holiday home from commercial and it is observed that works have already commenced for a new floor and thus there are concerns for the perceived future use of this property.  Councillors therefore seek justification for this proposal and its use as boat store and office, this property is provided for commercial activity and Town Council seek District planning officers assistance to maintain commercial activity designation.
· 0312/09/F Change of windows/sliding door at at north elevation.  Replace asphalt roof at east/south elevation and fit 2 x Velux windows to flat roof 24b Fore Street, Salcombe, Devon TQ8 8ET – Applicant Mr M. Ward - Objection.  The roof lights proposed are felt to be inappropriate and should be conservation area approved with frosted glass to obviate overlooking.  The replacement windows/doors with hardwood are agreed with a style more in keeping with the Conservation Area and thus style to be approved before permission granted.

· This application notably is for a boat store but it is asserted that the only access is by a narrow pathway and thus councillors question the ability for such use as a boatstore without suitable access and not having to traverse others land.  An earlier application requested a change of use to holiday home from commercial and it is observed that works have already commenced for a new floor and thus there are concerns for the perceived future use of this property.  Councillors therefore seek justification for this proposal and its use as boat store and office, this property is provided for commercial activity and Town Council seek District planning officers assistance to maintain commercial activity designation.
PLANNING CORRESPONDENCE

Email from East Portlemouth Parish Council advising of the planning application received for Ditch End, East Portlemouth – Councillors have reviewed the application and delegated their response to the Proper Officer to notify of their concerns and objections. 
PLANNING PERMISSION GRANTED

· 2283/08/F Resubmission of 41/1080/08/F for consolidation of the existing walls to reconstruct tower Old Vinery, Bennett Road, Salcombe, TQ8 8JJ

· 2344/08/F Installation of external platform lift to garage and new decking Lammas Coombe, Main Road, Salcombe, TQ8 8JW.

· 2347/08/F Retrospective application for timber steps and associated works Land adj. Asman, Sandhills Road, Salcombe TQ8 8JP.

· 2415/08/F Garden room extension Oldway Cotttage, Lower Batson, Salcombe, TQ8 8NJ

· 0054/09/F Installation of two velux windows to North East roof The Old Church Hall, Church Street, Salcombe, Devon TQ8 8DH.

· 0057/09/F Remove condition (b) of 9/41/0737/94/4 to permit use of land as park and ride throughout the year, Park and Ride, Main Road, Salcombe.

PLANNING PERMISSION REFUSED

· 2287/08/F Resubmission of 41/1081/08/F for reconstruction of storm damaged jetty for sea defences and boat access Old Vinery, Bennett Road, Salcombe TQ8 8JJ

· 0020/09/F Removal of condition (2) from planning consent 41/1789/06/F to allow conversion of lower ground floor flat to self contained unit Caerleon, Allenhayes Road, Salcombe, TQ8 8HT.

LISTED BUILDING CONSENT GRANTED

· 2282/08/LB Listed Building Consent for the consolidation of existing walls to reconstruct tower Old Vinery, Bennett Road, Salcombe TQ8 8JJ

LISTED BUILDING CONSENT REFUSED

· 2286/08/LB Listed Building Consent for the reconstruction of storm damaged jetty for Old Vinery, Bennett Road, Salcombe TQ8 8JJ.

APPEAL DECISION

0683/08/F – Appeal Ref: APP/K1128/A/08/2080/442 Proposed development: car parking and steps for Salcombe Court and Foreshore House Underdeck, Cliff Road, Salcombe, Devon TQ8 8JQ – Applicant Mr Forrest-Jones. 

For councillors to note that the appeal is allowed and planning permission granted.

WORK TO TREE PRESERVATION ORDER TREES

For councillors to consider the below and respond accordingly.

· TPO 086 Reg. No: 2869 Site: Spindrift, Sandhills Road, Salcombe – Proposal to fell one Holm Oak – Support.
· TPO 086 Reg. No: 2881 Site: Sandhills Cottage, Sandhill Road, Salcombe – Proposal to Crown Lift Horse Chestnut to give 2m clearance from building – No objection but councillors sought assurance from the District Tree Officer as to whether a 2 metre clearance from the building is necessary?  
· TPO 086 Reg. No: 2882 Site: The Plantation, Salcombe – Proposal for various tree works through the Woodland – No objection.  However some of this proposal for branches to be trimmed back from power lines is appropriate but some works are questioned as whether necessary and should be reviewed by Tree Officer.  Management work required and as Woodland Trust content Town Council basically support require officer clarification of works.  
TREE PRESERVATION ORDER: GRANT OF CONDITIONAL CONSENT

TPO 225 (No.9) Reg. No: 2858 Site: 17 Landmark Road, Salcombe – For councillors to note that permission is granted for parts of the application but not all works as requested.

289. CLERK’S APPRAISAL

A verbal report was received with regard to the Clerk’s Annual appraisal and the proposals therein considered and approved before it was AGREED to increase the Clerk’s hours of employment from 18 hours per week to 19.5 per week, back dated to December 2008.
290. BONFIRE HILL CEMETERY – SHED

Following a recommendation from Cllrs Mrs Thompson and Mrs Furness with regard to the removal of the unsafe shed, Cllr. Clark suggested that a silage clamp could be placed in the shed area and graveyard spoil from elsewhere in the cemetery could be deposited therein.  Thus with the area at the bottom of the cemetery released this could then be dug back and cleared for additional grave space.

It was AGREED for the Clerk to seek quotes for removing the shed at Bonfire Hill Cemetery and if less than £500 to continue with no replacement to be made.   
291. LIST OF PROJECTS FOR OPEN SPACES
It was noted that the Mayor and Deputy Mayor had walked around Salcombe Town with Keith Rennells to identify possible works out of the £10,000 from District for open spaces.  

Councillors had been requested to suggest possible projects for the play equipment and the following were received:

· Adventure play equipment on North Sands situated within the trees but leaving the green space, possible with picnic tables added.

· Fencing to protect community land such as the Berry and Bonaventure Woods.

· Steps to be installed down into Bonaventure Woods.
· More signage to parks.  (A map at the creek listing parks).

· A commando course/natural play area on the Berry.

· Additional work on Courtney Park such as rocks and wood stepping logs within the trees/slope area and also within Baptist Lane area.

· A contribution towards a joint project with Malborough to help with their proposed skate park.  Councillors felt that the monies are provided to assist with the best way of providing play for children and such support to a neighbouring village would provide such and bring the communities together.
Two further suggestions were considered but removed from the list to go to District: Railings down the length of the pathway through Redfern Woods, as it was felt such would spoil the area.

Football goal posts on Berry – ensuring no vandalism would be difficult and other moveable measures could be implemented should posts be required at any time.
It was AGREED to put forward the above agreed list of suggestions to District for projects to be considered accordingly.

292. USE OF PARK AND RIDE FOR CAR BOOT SALE
It was AGREED to allow the Church to use the Park & Ride area for a Car Boot sale on 16th May 2009 although it was noted that the church must cover liability insurance for those attending up to £5million.
293. SALCOMBE COMMUNITY LAND

It was AGREED to propose that Salcombe Town Council write to District to seek the transfer of ownership of community land in District ownership to Salcombe Town Council to include:
The community/amenity area at Ember Close.
The Berry

Also to enquire with regard to a strip of land by the Rowing Club (believed might belong to Water Board)

Together with all other community land owned by District and situated in Salcombe.
294. REPORTS FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 

Dist. Cllr. Coulson advised he had attend the Development Control meeting today wherein Gerston Point and the Stan Boult development was approved and being disappointed with such decision Cllr. Coulson explained what had been said on this matter.  The affordable housing for East Portlemouth was also approved and whilst it might be visible from Snapes Point it would not be from Batson Creek down.

295. REPORT FROM MAYOR
The Mayor offered his apologies to Cllr. Stevens for the misunderstanding with regard to an item proposed for the agenda.  He assured all councillors that there were no restrictions whatsoever with regard to any items being placed on the agenda that fall within the Town Council competence and capability for consideration but that no other matters could be considered unless they are strictly Town Council responsibility or the impact would severely affect the town. 
He went on to note that his fellow District Councillors were unhappy with a letter he had written to the Gazette with regard to the imbalance in the allocation of open spaces/parks monies.  He advised that he was trying to protect the interests of Salcombe and had made the point that Salcombe is a small town which received District resources as though they were such a small town whereas in fact in summer Salcombe expands and has to bear the cost burden for people who are tourists but expect larger town facilities.  He had therefore asserted with his District associates that it was not right to expect townsfolk to pay for others enjoyment with no assistance being given to support such tourism features.

The Mayor then advised that there were 97 booked to attend the Civic Dinner including all surrounding Mayors together with the Lord Mayor of Plymouth.  Each councillor had been allocated a guest to look after for the evening and at their table and the speaker is to be the Rear Commodore of the Yacht Club, Ms Schofield.

296. REPORTS FROM COUNCILLORS
Cllr Moore – A resident had telephoned noting concern as work had commenced on Westgarth, Bonaventure without due permission.  The Town Council therefore have written in their capacity as an adjacent owner requesting that District planning officers visit the site and advise Town Council of their comments.

He went on to advised that he and the Mayor had met with Keith Rennells for their walkaround and they are to complete this work on 20th March and return to Town Council with a list of costs for consideration on which projects to proceed with.

Cllr. Stevens – Town Twinning with Cabourg.  The twinning was set up some time ago through the instigation of Salcombe Town Council and Cabourg Council, France.  The Cabourg Twinning Association is heavily subsidised by their council whilst SalcombeTown Council subsidise joint civic functions.  Cabourg has gone on to twin with 11 other areas and the running of such is covered by full time employees.  Salcombe Twinning Association however is about to collapse as there has been no officer volunteers other than the treasurer.  The Association are going to form a committee out of those left but might not survive.  Cllr Stevens noted that as Town Council originally instigated the town twinning and Paul Coulson as Mayor was Patron he sought councillors views.  It was noted that Cllr. Mrs Lidstone is a member but Town Council need to put such information on their representatives list and he urged Council to send a letter saying they will support in any way possible.  The Mayor noted an interest in this item as Patrol but advised he will attend the AGM and convey the warmth and support of Town Council in person rather than a letter.  It was noted that Association has been running for 40 years this year.  The Mayor acknowledged that even back when this twinning was set up some questioned whether Cabourg was the right town for Salcombe due to their commercial stance.  At that time another French town was approached but nothing came of this but perhaps Salcombe might need to consider other towns again.  Cllr Moore offered to put such concerns and invitation to join and support this twinning on the Town Council website.
Cllr. Mrs Lidstone – Noted the playground in St. Dunstans needs work on the play surface and the bridge on one piece of equipment had collapsed completely.  She also raised the need for the railings by the TIC and along the museum to be painted.

Cllr. Clark – Advised he had attended the Rugby Club and spoken to Emma Woods as Chair of the Minis Rugby Club with regard to parking on Primrose Park.  She had acknowledged the problem and advised that club members were going to take up some rope along and try to seal off this area next time a game was on.

Cllr. Mrs Furness – Noted that the Jumble sale had raised £150.

Cllr. Mrs Roberto – Enquired where the route of the cycle path was going around a property halfway between Salcombe and Malborough.   It was advised that County are routing the road in front of the property and pushing the traffic over.  The clerk then gave an update on the works on the path and progress made with regard to the section across the Ember Road amenity land.
Cllr. Long – Noted that the railings on the lefthand side by Bennett Road/Cliff Road just into the width restriction were starting to fall (above Salcombe Court) and that Highways have accepted responsibility and are going to repair.

He then enquired whether North Sands Car Park had been swept and was advised, no.  The Clerk is to chase District again.  With regard to the dredging in the estuary all appears to be going to plan and the speed of such removal was amazing.  With the Harbour Office are charts that they are using showing the progress of work each day. 
297. WORKING PARTIES

· Finance – Nothing to report although Clerk’s appraisal had been dealt with earlier.
· Open Spaces – No meeting taken place as yet.  
· Policy – Cllr. Moore acknowledged that the Working Party had received a plan from Cllr. Mrs Thompson last meeting and since then met with Tally Ho to discuss 2009 Park & Ride arrangements.  Cllr. Moore outlined the expected costings for such service and explained that Tally Ho would require money up front to assist in provision in the low season.  He went on to advise that he would set out the costings and alternatives in a working paper for the group as there were differences in proposals between Councillors on this group.  If a meter was installed such would require enforcement and be subject to cost, vandalism and blockages such as chewing gum etc.  The route of the bus is also to be reviewed.  Having spoken to a member of the public it was suggested that the Working Party meet with the Chamber of Commerce and TIC to ensure public consultation and this will be done in the next week.
· Planning – Nothing other than consideration of plans to report.
298. REPORT FROM CLERK

Councillors were advised of the following:

· Two responses with regard to costings for Tree surveys.  Awaiting further quotes together with final quote for works at Shadycombe Cemetery.
· Information received from Island Cruising Club to be put in with the Grants applications.

· Three up to date Public Rights of Way maps received from County.

· Allotment agreements received together with cheque for rental.  Five new agreements to be countersigned.  Advised that presently there are about 10 on the waiting list.  The Allotment Committee are also installing a rainwater butt to collect all the rainwater from the sheds to be used on the allotments. 
· Innovative Police Policy

· Newsletter.

299. REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES AND OTHER RELEVANT MEETINGS.
Furness – Swimming pool meeting last week and have four lifeguards come forward.  

Regatta meeting on Monday and are having Red Arrows on Sunday 9th August 2009, no time as yet.  Probably going to hire the school and asking all holiday letting agents, traders etc to come and talk/discuss.

300. POINTS OF INFORMATION
NHS Devon Partnership – Pamphlet inviting people to become members of their proposed Foundation Trust.

Kingsbridge & Salcombe Chamber of Commerce 18th March 2009 – Soar Mill Cove Hotel.

District re arranged Executive meeting 23rd April 2009 notification.

District Executive meeting Minutes 5th March 2009.

South Hams Magazine Spring 2009.

South Hams Society Bulletin March 2009.

Voluntary Vine March-May 2009.

District Meeting of the Executive 5th March 2009 (1 & 2).

Royal Devon & Exeter February 2009.

Local Council Review March 2009.

Clerks & Councils Direct March 2009.

Village Green March 2009.

DAPC Newsletter March/April 2009.

Highway maintenance – Drainage from roads – contact.

Town and Parish Standard February 2009.

District Executive 5th March 2009.

301. FINANCE
Councillors APPROVED cheques for signature.

Receipts:
Bonfire Hill Cemetery - £505.00

Civic Dinner - £1092.00

Allotment Rents - £348.75

302. URGENT MATTERS
None
303. NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on 25th March 2009 in the Library at Cliff House, Salcombe at 6.30p.m.
Meeting Closed: 21.58p.m.
