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246. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Members declared personal or prejudicial interests, including the nature and extent of such interests that they may have in any items to be considered at this meeting:
· Cllr. Coulson wished it noted that he has no interest in any planning application, declaring neither a prejudicial nor personal interest.  He will thus speak on applications but will not vote on recommendations.
· Cllrs. Long and Mrs Thompson declared personal interests in application 0076/09.
· Cllr. Clark declared a personal interested in application 0143/09.
247. OPEN FORUM

The Mayor welcomed the Harbour Master Ian Gibson and two further members of the public.
Mr Gibson explained that he had come to speak to town council about dredging in the harbour as there have been worries for a few years with regard to the task as it will require ongoing maintenance and District did not have the money to cover such expenditure.  The amount of spoil required to be taken from the area between Batson Creek to Fish Quay is about 6000 cubic metres (equivalent to 2 olympic swimming pools).   By certain methods this would take between £160,000 -£1/2million and was clearly unaffordable on the budget they have.
Therefore the Harbour Board have opted for water injection dredging which is a process to blow low pressure water into the silt only (not mud) whereupon it reliquifies putting the silt back into suspension and thus is can be taken out on the tide at a cost of £40,000.  There are however a number of concerns which are mainly environmental.  One question is where will the silt go/end up?  The Harbour Board have therefore involved an independent Environmental Monitoring Committee from Plymouth who have been taking tidal data of flow of ebb tides and spring tides and will run a model to see where the plume will go.  When they know where this plume will go they will focus their environmental monitoring in this area and will carry out diver ‘fingertip’ survey of seabed, before, during and after the process.  This team will monitor what level of silt is in water and if the reading goes above a certain level they will stop.  The main concern is if the silt goes out into the harbour and smothers the flora and fauna.  To give an understanding however the silt spread from Scoble Point to Black Stone would be less than 2mm of silt.  This is a muddy estuary and so they are worried about muddying eel grass but eel grass does grows through mud and at this time of year it will have died ack so will grow again and that is why they are carrying the process out at this time of year.  The Company is well known and well respected and has been carrying out such work for 10/15 years.  They are starting 5th March 2009 and all should go according to plan and if so it will be an environmentally and sustainable way of clearing in the future and will not then drain the Salcombe harbour money.

In this first year they must also satisfy Natural England that all is being protected and such overview and report will cost a similar amount of £45,000 just to monitor this year.  The dredge company do pre dedge surveys and post survey and the Harbour Board will not pay if they have been successful in their promise.  They must however pay £15/£20000 mobilisation costs then pay £1500 per ebb tide and expect to do so for 9 days.  
The reasons for stopping were questioned and it was noted that liquefying the mud causes it to behave like a living form and thus it has a will of its own and they would stop to deal with that problem before continuing.

Cllrs Mrs Thompson and Mrs Furness arrived.

It was noted that historically Paddlesteamers used to do this task.  A councillor noted he was pleased to see the level of investigation that had gone on and involvement of Plymouth University etc.  He continued that from reading the information he noted that the Company did change their method because of the unique estuary here and thus the involvement of others was helping solve situations as they arise. 

The Mayor thanked Mr Gibson for his input on Batson pontoons and noted the good turnouts at meetings with consultation feedback and that piles seem to have gained favour.  Discussion then took place around bigger berths, provision of services and materials to be used for the pontoons.  

Cllr Moore noted that 2 recent planning applications have involved trespass on the foreshore.  Both applications had been referred to the Harbour Master and Cllr. Moore enquired why no stance by the Harbour Board had been taken on them?  He further enquired whether the Harbour office do not have a view on such matters and requested their support for the community in protecting such access in this town.  The Harbour Master noted that the Whitestrand matter was on private foreshore and he had taken an interest in fact had accompanied the Duchy Land Agent, Roger Halliday down to review this.  The Mayor noted that the Chairman of the board was very supportive on the Vinery application and that this matter must be taken up with the Secretary of State. 
A further question raised was with regard to mooring fees?  The resident harbour moorings are still the cheapest in the district and almost 15% less than other harbours so Mr Gibson could almost see more rises.  Conversely Salcombe is the most expensive harbour for swinging mooring in the UK. 

Mr Gibson the left the meeting.

The Mayor invited the two members of the public to speak but they declined advising they were only observing.
248. MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting dated 28th January 2009 were changed so that ‘cartilage’ read ‘curtilage’ before being approved by all present and duly signed by the Chairman as a true and correct record.

249. PLANNING APPLICATIONS:
· WITHDRAWN 2279/08/F Amendments to Planning Consent 41/1820/04/F for new driveway and alterations to entrance and ancillary building The Ridings, Bennett Road, Salcombe

· 0076/09/F Extension to dwelling to form double garage 2 Landmark Road, Salcombe – Applicant Mr R. Bayliss : No objection.
· 0087/09/F Erection of decking Flat 6 Hazeldene, Sandhills Road, Salcombe – Applicants Mr & Mrs A. Nicholls: Objection.  Although there are similar types of decks this proposal is of a considerable size, elevated and close to neighbours and where it abuts there is overlooking.  Thus it is out of keeping and unneighbourly.
· 0088/09/F Replace window with doors and Juliet balcony 2 Lakeside, Salcombe – Applicant Mrs Bullingham: No objection.  This is a 3 storey 1960s town house which is replacing windows with doors and Juliet balcony.  No other properties in the locality have such development but the proposal is not felt to be out of keeping with this property.
· 0125/09/F Demolition of rear single storey extension and enclosure of courtyard to form single storey extension 25 Courtenay Street, Salcombe – Applicants Mr and Mrs Coles: No objection.  The proposed area is already fully enclosed and there is no overlooking from this very small courtyard that does not have access to a garden.
· 0143/09/F Conversion from building with B2 use to residential dwelling The Bothy, Church Street, Salcombe – Applicant Mrs A. Johnstone: Objection.  Due to the shortage of B2 use councillors could not allow such loss of this type of classification in the town and it was felt that there was no need for an additional dwelling in this area.
· 0148/09/F Alterations and extension to hotel to include restaurant, bar, meeting and leisure facilities, remote plant room and car park South Sands Hotel, Bolthead, Salcombe – Applicant Mr A. Turner: Support of plans.  Town Council welcome an application that brings a hotel back into Salcombe and thus assists viability of the town.  There was however one issue bought to councillors attention of a request by the Environment Agency to raise the sea wall by not less than 410mm for a once in 200 year flood or storm.  The applicants are in discussions still with the EA but this would mean some changes to the deck area and front outside.  Town Council will obviously have to wait for resubmission/amendment to the plans but this will probably raise the deck by 41cm and push it out 1 metre to be buildable and town council are concerned with this proposal.

A councillor noted that South Sands hotel had been a hotel for young people with children on the beach and it was felt that the upmarketing of this hotel was losing this facility.  Another was worried about the perceived increase in use of water due to 2 baths in each room.  It was however felt that each person would each run a bath and thus this was perhaps not a problem.
· 0157/09/LB Retrospective Listed Building Consent for re-siting of satellite dish 6 Victoria Place, Salcombe – Applicant Mr L. Grove: No objection.  
PLANNING PERMISSION GRANTED
· 2221/08/F Alteration to existing window opening to form new doors and associated internal alterations 2 Grafton Towers, Moult Road, Salcombe

· 2223/08/F Alteration to window Slipways, Normandy House, Fore Street, Salcombe

· 2246/08/F Resubmission of 41/1661/08/F for amendments to planning consent 41/1523/06/F for garages and boatstore, Site to east, Bonaventure Close, Salcombe

PLANNING PERMISSION REFUSED
· 2399/08/F Resubmission of 41/1694/08/F for extension and alterations to dwelling 10 Victoria Place, Salcombe

APPEAL

Appeal Ref: APP/K1128/A/09/2093265/WF - 0888/08/F Land at Topwood Sandhills Road, Salcombe: Proposal Demolition of dwelling and single garage replacement with new dwelling and double garage – Appeal Starting Date 9th January 2009.  Appeal to be decided on the basis of written statements.

The clerk advised she had registered the wish of the Town Council to attend the site meeting. 
WORK TO TREE PRESERVATION ORDER TREES

TPO 225 (No. 9) Reg. No: 2858 Site: 17 Landmark Road, Salcombe – Proposal to works to a line of mature trees and crown lift Monterey Pine – Meeting Simon Putt at site on Thursday, Mark Long – Clerk to respond.
TREE PRESERVATION ORDER – REFUSAL OF CONSENT

TPO99 (No. 1) Reg. No: 2812 Site: Suncot, Shadycombe Road, Salcombe – Proposal to fell 2 mature Monterey Pines – Refused for amenity value and impact of works.

250. CLIFF HOUSE RENT REVIEW

It was AGREED to defer this matter again to await further information.
251. PROPOSAL BY COUNTY FOR 30MPH SPEED LIMIT AND 20MPH ZONE ORDER IN VARIOUS STREETS IN SALCOMBE

After due consideration it was AGREED to support this Order.
252. COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT STRATEGY

Councillors having considered this draft document, its contents and aspirations and AGREED to adopt such as policy.

253. TRAINING POLICY
Councillors having considered this draft document, approved the training proposals for councillors and AGREED to adopt such as policy.

254. PARK & RIDE PROVISION

It was AGREED to defer consideration of this matter until the next meeting when a proposal will be provided by the Policy Working party.
Cllr Mrs Thompson however reported that investigation had revealed that the P&R field can be turned into a Pay & Display car park and would need to get an off street parking Order from District.  Such implementation would require some form of enforcement but town council could approach District (car park attendant) as is already carried out for Dartmouth.  District currently keep all income and charge additionally for their time spent attending to enforce.  Alternatively Town Council could enlist a private company (such as Europark who deal with Ivybridge Car Park).  With regard to payment Town Council can obtain a machine that prints dual parking and bus travel tickets.  There is a VAT element on Pay & Display but not the bus as this is a registered route.  Tally Ho! have advised they now have a disabled/low rise bus and Cllrs Mrs Thompson and Mrs Furness have provisionally discussed an alternative route with Tally Ho as it is believed that Town Council do not want the bus to go through the high street and neither do Tally Ho.  Therefore a suggestion is that the bus goes to outside the TIC where it would reverse back into Courtney Street (an on street parking Order would be needed for the bus stop) set down/pick up and there would be provided a ticket machine for people wishing to return and the bus would come back on a different route to the Park & Ride which would open access to streets at the top of town.  Tally Ho do not wish to go down to North Sands as it is felt to be a waste of man power and time.
The councillors have identified 3 companies with suitable ticket machines and one rep will be attending to discuss and they are awaiting a response from the other 2.  The decision will be to either buy or rent machines.  County are currently replacing a lot of their machines this year and there is a possibility town council could purchase or rent a second hand machine from County car parks or ‘go in’ on the end of an order.  Hopefully by the next Policy Working Party meeting the group will be able to put a proposal forward.

On a further point Tally Ho! will during peak times run an evening service till 9p.m.   A swing barrier was considered for the P&R but felt to be too expensive at present.  An application for funding for a Rustic bus shelter is to be applied and prices sought for surfacing. 
255. REPORTS FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 

Dist. Cllr. Carter advised that he had attended full council last week.  There had also been a meeting with regard to the Housing Allocation within South Hams highlighting the proposals for towns and then the smaller areas.  Malborough have a PO and school and would have an allocation of 15 houses, but in the Totnes catchment area this figure would be double.  Salcombe and Modbury and Settlement Area have an allocation of 50 houses and proposed sites are being considered within the SHLAA consultation.  It was suggested that they might utilise some of the Salcombe allocation towards Malborough because of tie between the two but at present there are 600 houses to be allocated across the South Hams area.  With regard to the Development Control meeting today the pier at the Vinery was turned down and this raised the issue of blocking access to the foreshore.
Dist. Cllr. Coulson noted the Housing Allocation meeting and that there were a number present who were mildly sceptical of the demand for these houses but it was felt that the rationale should be ‘if we have to have these houses then we should have damned good plan as to where’.   He continued that he had also found the Development Control meeting interesting.  He had spoken to the legal department at District with regard to access to the foreshore and the fact there was an enormous amount of privately owned land.  Planning is not concerned with issues such as access and the 2004 CrowACT indicates that access is to be disregarded for planning purposes unless a Public Right of Way is already defined.  People must there apply/object privately for access rights over 20 years.  It was suggested that Town Council could apply to the Secretary Of State for an Order where they wish to establish an easement on tracks of amenity land, requiring local people to sign Affidavits.  Thus there is a need to seek the community’s consent to this action and move forward to establish these access rights perhaps making a joint application with East Portlemouth.  The Policy Working Group was tasked to undertake research and discuss a course of action.  
256. REPORT FROM MAYOR
The Community Chest payment was made to Tally Ho! for the use of the bus from the park & ride in transporting people to the recent funeral.  The Mayor however advised that consideration should be given to the future remit and use of this fund.  A sum of money was donated to the community with care and custody to the Vicar and Mayor at that time for use for people in the town who were in need as a sort of emergency aid.  At that time it was believed that the Vicar came to town council and spoke to mayor and agreed to put such funds in a bank account to gain interest just accrue till needed.  Without any further information it was felt that Terms of Reference need to be drawn up and the fund update reported at each Annual Town Council Meeting.  The Policy Working group are to liaise with the vicar to write up such terms and put to full council.
The Mayor had been approached by the Kingsbridge & Salcombe Town Traders to request that Town Council send an observer/representative to the group.  The Mayor had been attending when possible in an informal capacity and requested a volunteer to attend.  Cllr. Moore agreed to go temporarily with this post to be reviewed at the Annual Full Council in May, it was however noted that this meeting often clashed with town council and thus on these nights no attendance would be possible.

257. REPORTS FROM COUNCILLORS
Cllr. Moore – Received a phone call from the architect dealing with Tumbly Hill and Overcombe.  He advised that Guy Lafferty is going to proceed with his proposed application and it was noted that councillors were concerned that planning officers and the Design Panel opinion were not helping a good design to go ahead.  The statement made had been that this application was not modern enough and this was not in keeping with town council aspirations.

Cllrs. Mrs Furness – Noted that there is a pool of water that needs a drain at the Shadycombe Car Park exit by the fire station (on the creek side) and another at the other end by Young Salcombe Centre.  Clerk to notify Highways.  She went on to advise that the Swimming pool AGM had taken place and they were hopeful that funding raising this year will be better.

Cllr. Mrs Thompson – Requested copies of the Leases for valuation purposes.  She went on to note that the metal rods sticking out of the ground at The Berry had still not been removed and agreed to meet the contractor there to direct him to the area.  She further noted that the community were concerned at the increased charges for renting Cliff House.  It was felt that Cliff House belongs to the people in Salcombe and people are finding charges too high.  Cllr. Mrs Lidstone as a Cliff House Trustee noted that such charges were discussed at great length at the last Trustees meeting but with £27000 spent on the kitchen funds were needed.  Three local clubs wanted parties and dinners in Cliff House and the Trustees have looked at their cost concerns individually but Cliff House is a business and they do need the money.   Cllr. Mrs Furness noted that they hold a jumble sale to raise money for the panto and this money goes towards buying materials.  At a cost of £120 to hire the hall the group are going to the school as they only make about £150 at a jumble sale.

The Mayor closed this discussion but noted that Cliff House is a town amenity and therefore Town Council must keep a watching brief but it is an independent charity and thus such decisions are down to them.  He was however sad that community charities were having to pay so much to hire.
Cllr. Long – Wished to note that he had met motorbike riders on the path on his walk with his dog through from Collaton to Malborough.  The riders had turned off their machines and waited for him and his dog to go past and he thanked them and advised that there are considerate motorbike users as well as the often reported inconsiderate.  The riders had appreciated the recognition of good manners and advised that they personally had stopped two other riders the other day to challenge their behaviour and also wanted to encourage more considerate usage to all. 
Cllr. Dillings – Noted the wall by Anchor Watch (Woodcot Wall) where a section has come down and needs immediate attention.  There is also a deep hole in the road further back and he felt that perhaps it could be some disturbance under the cliff.  Clerk to notify Highways.

258. WORKING PARTIES

Finance – Awaiting up to date accounts and will call a meeting to consider such along with an Annual Appraisal for the clerk.  Cllr. Moore therefore requested that councillors put forward any comments to the Finance Working Party in order that they can carry out such appraisal.
Open Spaces – No meeting has as yet been held and no quotes have been received for the Berry fence work.  Plans have been drawn up of Redfern and the Berry and quotes will now be sought to do appraisals and management for these areas.

Policy – Minutes of the meeting in January were received last meeting.  Members of this working party have been exchanging information and now that they have the copy leases work on valuation and updating will be taken forward.

Planning – Still continuing to visit all application properties. 
259. REPORT FROM CLERK

Councillors were advised of the following:

· Email dated 9th February 2009 from Gaille West responding with regard to concerns from a resident on further development of a site that has been a subject of appeal.  Councillors were requested to offer consideration to this matter in order for the clerk to respond and it was noted that the planning officer’s response is contradictory within her email and she appears to be still working on permitted development criteria.  Councillors were concerned with the response and are to take this matter formally to Steve Munday Clerk to arrange a meeting.
· Noted that an email has been received from Devon County Council (Transport Co-Ord) in relation to a Perspex panel broken in the Shadycombe bus shelter.  The Clerk has requested details of repair.

· Enquiry made by the clerk asking whether councillors wish to change when they usually hold their Annual Town Meeting and whether the she should proceed to place the advert for such along with other adverts in relation to Citizen of the Year and requests for Grants 2009/10.  Cllr. Mrs Thompson suggested that Town Council hold the APM at the end of May meeting.  The Clerk was requested to liaise with Clare Acton (Kingsbridge Gazette) to seek her assistance to place an article relating to the Citizen of the Year and if possible highlighting other town Council matters such as Annual meeting and grants.  Information on this points to be placed locally in the Parish News, on the council website, TIC website and newsletter but not paid advertisements.  
· District Kingsbridge & Salcombe Cluster meeting, councillors decided to leave such meeting until a decision has been made on the LGR. 
· The Vinery application for jetty – it was noted that Michelle from District planning having received the enquiry telephoned to apologise that the notification of withdrawal of this application was an administrative mistake.
· District notification that permission has been sought by Digital UK to site an information trailer on Whitestrand Car Park on 4th July 2009 – Councilllors agreed but were reticent as to the need having hosted such team at the end of last year and the siting perhaps not best placed to meet the community.

· Information from South West Planning Aid offering free training packages to individuals, community groups and Parish and Town Councils.

· Letter dated 4th February 2009 from a member of the public requesting action to be taken to cut back the hedge between Dell Court and Knowle Road on Onslow Road.  Cllr. Long has visited the site and is to carry out further investigation as to ownership and then the clerk will write accordingly.

· Letter dated 6th February from the Personal Assistant to Sir Simon Day requesting to be notified of the date for the Annual Town Meeting.

· To advise councillors that a poster has been received notifying of the Salcombe Classic Keelboat Regatta on 12,13 &14th June 2009 as part of the Salcombe Festival.

· A report from a resident on citizens concerns with regard to the Marine Hotel proposals was passed to the Mayor.

· Copy letter from resident who initially objected to Footpath 2 diversion withdrawing his objection.

· Sir Simon Day has requested the use of Cliff House for a Police Liaision meeting and councillors were advised and asked for comments as to dates and room venue.
· Letter dated 2nd February 2009 from Malcolm Elliott planning officer advising that the concerns with regard to the pedestrian access were noted as is the status of the former one way system.  He informs that the matters have been raised with County although to date no highway objection has been received to the proposals.  The one way system Mr Elliott advised was not on a temporary basis although it has now been removed, he asserts that County reconsidered the situation once the access to the development was in place but County are to respond to Town Council directly on this matter. 
· Request emailed by Roadform to use a 25mtrs x 10 mtrs. section of the Town Council Park & Ride during the works to construct the cycle path.   Clerk to respond agreement to such use.

260. REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES AND OTHER RELEVANT MEETINGS.
· Festival Committee – Cllrs Moore and Mrs Lidstone had attended and noted that the preparations were progressing well albeit there were some internal problems.  It was noted that they group are applying to close Island Street and Fore Street.
· Home Start – Cllr Dillings noted the wonderful effort made at fund raising for this group at Harbour House whereby they made £2,300.

· It was noted that the First Responders have purchased the pulse monitor with the grant funding and they will attend full council at some point to give an update on their work and allow councillors the opportunity to view the kit purchased by community goodwill.
261. POINTS OF INFORMATION
District notification card advising of receipt of letter outlining concerns with regard to 2193/08/F Bonfire Hill North Residential Development Site.

District Agenda & Minutes 5th February 2009.

District Item 10 – Budget (1)

District Item 12 – Reports of Bodies (2)
262. FINANCE
Councillors APPROVED cheques for signature.

Receipts: Bonfire Hill Cemetery - £375.00             Civic Dinner - £294.00
263. URGENT MATTERS
Mayor advised the Civic Dinner is 14th March and invitations have been sent out and he hoped councillors support this.
264. NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on 25th February 2009 in the Library at Cliff House, Salcombe at 6.30p.m.
Meeting Closed:   9.10p.m.
