Minutes of the Meeting of

SALCOMBE TOWN COUNCIL 

held in the Library of Cliff House, Salcombe

   at 6.30 pm on Wednesday 10th March 2010  

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT
                                    * Denotes Attendance

Cllr R Moore Town Mayor (in the Chair)
*
Cllr P Coulson 
District Councillor
*
Cllr R Clark

*
Cllr L Dilling

A
Cllr Mrs J Furness 

* 
Cllr Mrs J Lidstone

*
Cllr M Long

*
Cllr. Mrs T Roberto

A
Cllr. Ms. L. Balgalvis

A
Cllr. I. Hatch

*
Cllr L. King

*

Cllr. R. Wheeler

*
Also in attendance:

Cllr J Carter
 - District Councillor
 *
Gill Claydon (Clerk)

     *

Pc. Steve Mullen

A
PCSO David Gibson

A
609. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Members declared personal or prejudicial interests, including the nature and extent of such interests that they may have in any items to be considered at this meeting
· Cllr. Coulson wished it noted that he has no interest in any planning application, declaring neither a prejudicial nor personal interest.  He will thus speak on applications but will not vote on recommendations.  He further noted that by virtue of being a District Councillor he was precluded from volunteering to attend planning site meetings for Town Council
610. OPEN FORUM
Pc Mullin reported that there was very little criminal activity in the parish.  As a result of concerns on speeding vehicles the police had been dealing with such and looked at Onslow Road but due to the gradient places to pull motorists over to caution in this area it was felt unsuitable.  Following checking speeds and depending on their readings they will request the Traffic Department to attend to do some enforcement.  At Beadon Cross most were travelling at 25 – 28mph one motorist was cautioned at 41 mph!  It is acknowledged that these could be false readings due to police visibility maybe but at least a message had been sent.  The Mayor enquired if the radar gun is booked but was advised as they have had the Traffic Dept down they will consider more later in the season.  The police will however use the matrix sign to show motorists what their speed is.  Pc Mullen went on to raise awareness of the police website and their community section which provides details of all surgeries etc.
PCSO Gibson noted that all forthcoming meetings are actually listed on web page for surgeries etc.  The Salcombe Police are also trying to come to some arrangement with Holy Trinity church whereby they can use their room upstairs for surgeries as the last one was well attended.  Next one Sat. 3rd April 3p.m.  The police will carry out letter drops and place posters beforehand to advertise.  A member of the public raised a concern that one area – Higher Batson pontoons, noting that traffic that comes round by the fence of the trailer park at high speed and often children are on bicycles and walkers are there but there is no speed limit, no pavement and perhaps some cautionary note or restriction is needed there.  Police responded that there may not be a speed restriction but they can stop people to talk about the speed they are travelling at and caution them, this point was noted for future times.  Town Council noted all comments and requested that in future the police might liaise with them as they could give indications of hot spots to visit for speeding.

Police left the meeting.

Steve Tooke thanked town council for the opportunity to present his project.
TQ Recycling has been running for 3 years and serves the local business community.  They have identified some frustration amongst customers that would like to recycle more but genuinely cannot do so due to there being nowhere to store such in their shops, as they are not designed with bin space.  Mr Tooke went through kinds of sacks, wheelie bins, cardboard and things the company can collect.  Customers have asked if there is any initiative for off site bins that they could offload their waste into and TQ can then collect.  He noted that the Town Council P&R site is useful due to space and easy access during summer months.  Those businesses that generate waste could use such facility if TQ could station a few bins, free of charge, at the P&R and then in return TQ would offer recycling and refuse bins for use by the Town Council.  These recycling business bins would only remain during the summer months when businesses require them and businesses would drive their material to the P&R, deposit in locked bins and such would be collected later.
A councillors questioned if such rubbish discarded around the bins would be collected by TQ and Mr Tooke confirmed that this would be part of their obligation to the Town Council to keep the cleanliness of the area.  At present Monday, Wednesday and Friday are their usual collection days.  A further question was raised as to whether customers could phone to get full bins emptied.  Town council wished to know whether there were any examples where this is working already, or are Salcombe unique.  Salcombe are not unique with regard to waste as all small towns and villages increasingly suffer as the companies do not have room to store recycling.  Hope Cove has had a scheme of sorts running for a couple of years and TQ provide free bins during the summer months on the main access routes down to the beach.  Mr Tooke was asked if it is just clothes shops or restaurants too who are involved and was advised it started from a restaurant that wanted to recycle glass but could not and could not put a sack out on the street in the morning as staff arrived later.  Dist Cllr. Carter advised that Hove Cove had found many people are now coming down on holiday and staying in sub let properties and were eating at home and more and more wine bottles were being stacked around waste bins.  TQ lorries would service the area early in the morning before the P&R commences.  Businesses under legislation cannot put their glass and paper into public bins and there is an accumulation in the morning.  Mr Tooke was asked to write to Town Council to advise; How many bins they are thinking of and how such will be screened?   Use of such will be on a ‘first come first served’ basis for businesses in the area.  TQ do not take general waste but if such is put by the recycling bins TQ will keep the area tidy.  
Steve Tooke left the meeting

John Chalmers enquired what action had been taken after the last meeting when the results of the questionnaires were made available and was such response sent to District.  The Clerk advised that Town Council had indeed written immediately following the meeting outlining all comments received and putting on record the corporate view of the Town Council.  He then enquired as to what had happened at the District meeting between planning officers and the District Councillors and also requested a date for release of the draft document.   The District Councillors’ reports are given below in ‘District Councillors Report’. 

611. MINUTES
The Minutes of the meeting dated 24th February 2010 were approved by all councillors and duly signed by the Mayor as a true and correct record.
Dist Cllr Carter left the meeting at this point  having given his report below.

612. PLANNING APPLICATIONS: - None received
WORK TO TREE PRESERVATION ORDER TREES

· TPO 086 Reg. No: 3018 Site: Merryvale, Main Road, Salcombe Proposal : Monterey Cypress – remove 3 lowest limbs – Reasonable because some are twisted and blocking growth of a cedar.  No objection.
· TPO 086 Reg: No. 3019 Site: Murrawingi, Main Road, Salcombe Proposal: T1 and T2 Leylandii fell  - Moult Road.  Blocking other trees which need space to develop so No objection.
· TPO 374 Reg: No: 3016 Site: Highwood, Moult Road, Salcombe Proposal: T1 Monterey Cypress fell – Objection to felling but work should be done to remove dead wood and allow it to stay in its prominent position. This is a tree that has not had work done on it for some time and there is a fair amount of dead wood.  
TREE PRESERVATION ORDER – SERVING OF NEW ORDER

· TPO 850 (No 850) Site: ‘Blue Haze’, Onslow Road, Salcombe Description – Ash Tree – No objection.
TREE PRESERVATION ORDER – GRANT OF CONDITIONAL CONSENT

· TPO 684 (No. 46) Reg. No: 2993) Site: The Garden House, 10 Platt Close, Beadon Park, Salcombe Works – Fell one Sycamore (Within G5).

613. FLORAL DISPLAY

Councillors considered a proposal that a floral structure be placed at the entrance of Salcombe with sponsorship from businesses and maintenance by volunteers and it was AGREED that Cllrs. Long, Hatch and Mrs Lidstone would put together a proposal for Town Council to consider including site/location, maintenance, watering, sponsorship and ongoing care and control. 
614. REPORTS FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
Dist. Cllr. Coulson noted that the meeting between District Councillors and planning officers had been a very useful meeting that morning.  Planning officers were looking at all responses and had visited all sites again to check that they recollected them accurately.  Dist Cllr. Coulson knew some would view it as bad news but the planning officers’ professional view is that in putting forward proposals to an inspector, that in pure Forward Planning terms, the Inspector would still be minded to agree site 3 as it ‘ticks all the boxes’ in terms of community development.  Dist Cllr. Coulson was therefore sympathetic to the professional view of such planning inspector and therefore he deferred to site 3.  He advised that on this matter Dist. Cllr Carter and he disagreed as Dist. Cllr. Carter preferred top of the hill sites Dist Cllr. Coulson felt as such development was not within time constraints site 3 is a preferable option.   Due to their disagreement on the 25th March this matter will go back to full council at District to discuss again and give a broader more objective view from all District Councillors and Officers.  This will delay the publication of the DPD as it is not realistic to issue before mid April and then such will go to the Inspector and will still be in form of a report with a variety of options and a recommendation from the planners but open to the Inspector to take another view.   The Inspector might simply remain unconvinced, then this particular planning proposal will have to be revisited.  Lee Bray, Forward Planner, had said that if the Inspector makes a recommendation District will then be under an annual review and if District do not make any progress during that year to execute that plan, i.e. they cannot interest any developers or the land will not become available then District would have to revisit the plan as the plan has to be demonstrable. 
Dist. Cllr. Carter noted that he and Dist. Cllr. Coulson had agreed to differ on points of view and because there was no conclusion the matter will go to full council as so also will the Kingsbridge Site Allocations where the same situation exists.

Helen Preston introduced herself and acknowledged before she spoke that she is in fact a partial owner of a field within site 3.  She noted that in the Princes Foundation report where they did a design review at the bottom of one page it stated that if any factors cannot be met it would need to be revised.  Ms Preston therefore enquired whether Princes Foundation  has been told that it cannot be met as the field will not be made available?  Dist. Cllr. Carter advised that the Prince’s Foundation have carried out their work and their duty is now finished and such matters are up to District.  Ms. Preston continued that she had looked at the District website at appendix G on Compulsory Purchase and noted that such would only be pursued where scheme cannot be delivered by a 3rd party without intervention.  She again reiterated that District would not be able to deliver this scheme!  During discussion in Open Forum it was questioned whether ALL District Councillors would carry out a site visit and be made aware that the site is not available.  Dist. Cllr. Coulson advised that he did not think that members of the public would be allowed to speak at this forthcoming District meeting but a briefing sheet could be handed to District Councillors if those interested parties wished to prepare such.  
John Chalmers supported the call for District Councillors to be brought down to Salcombe and Kingsbridge sites.
John Elwell felt that the town had given a strong mandate to councillors in terms as to what was acceptable and yet Dist Cllr Coulson was still of the opinion to not say no to the Crofts (Site 3).  The Mayor acknowledged that such varying opinions was democracy and he respected all views and that they were District Councillors in their own right and not puppets.

John Chalmers referred to Dist. Cllr. Coulson’s comment that on planning grounds the Inspector might agree on planning grounds for the choice of site 3 and requested a copy of these planning grounds. Dist. Cllr. Coulson noted that such must be compiled for the District 25th March meeting and he would forward such to everyone.  
Dist. Cllr. Carter advised members of the public that the planning application with regard to the gig building had been passed for another 5 years.  

A member of the public enquired on progress with regard to the Ferry Pier.  The stone facing has been repointed and District was re-doing the railings with the Harbour Board mending the fenders.  South West Water have also dropped the height of the manhole cover so it does not catch on the ferry.  The work will not be aesthetically pleasing but the structure will be serviceable for the year and perhaps a few years on.  Town Council are still pressuring District for a full rebuild maybe in the same shape and size but not redone at the historical structure.  The good news is they will not to have to run the ferry to Whitestrand and Town Council hope District do not think that they do not have to think about the Ferry Pier again.  Dist. Cllr. Carter noted that South West Water might well divert their chamber and if this is done and District fill the chamber with concrete it could take away the drum effect and District are talking to their engineers and if they re-pile and rebuild they will need to know where to put such.  He assured those present that District is looking forward to see what can be done.   It was noted that the Ferry Pier is still a capital need and should be on the District Property Services list and Dist Cllr Coulson advised that this matter was  not going to drop off the agenda.  
Dist. Cllr. Carter advised that District had passed the exception site for Malborough and thus there would be building along the main road from Malborough to Bolberry, just leaving village.  The housing allocation is for people from Malborough and Salcombe only. 
At this point all members of the public apart from one left the meeting.  The above reports were given during Open Forum and thus allowed question and discussion but the following was within council.

Dist. Cllr. Coulson had attended a Treasury Management briefing on 25th February and in future banking decisions will have to be drawn across three reliable sources.  The Environment PDG in the afternoon had raised issues of concern relating to dogs, the 2005 clean environment Act to be implemented by 2013 and Chris Lucas has put forward a paper suggesting some of the areas which might be relooked at i.e. dogs on leads in 30mph areas.  He went on to explain that some new provisions under this Act could be implemented by Parish and Town Councils. On another point within this PDG beach cleaning, the removal of seaweed and flooding of the car park was discussed.  District used to carry out works but it is not something they have to do.  As these areas are within an AONB and rely on tourism and Dist Cllr. Coulson felt that District had a duty to carry out such so people could use the beaches.  District wre looking into further ideas that are sustainable.
As part of the Vanguard Review any complex or contentious applications will now be subject to public attended pre meetings.  Rather than the public perceiving a done deal members will not be able to make statements at these meeting but can ask questions and developers will make presentations.  Dist. Cllr. Coulson had found this first meeting immensely helpful with the National Trust and then three members of the public attending and each had 5 minutes.   The planning pre application meeting on the Alston Gate site near the nursery as an exception site had the planning officer looking to get stated policy level of affordable housing out of this site but the developer is saying he cannot afford so much in this financial climate.  So these meetings include the public and give them more of an input. 

On Monday there had been a wrap up meeting on the Vanguard Review.  Initially some officers were opposed to the Vanguard but they appeared more supportive now.  Vanguard is to be formally launched on 28th March, it was noted that it had failed in West Devon as they did not like to see carefully constructed bureaucracy being eroded. 

The Noss on Dart forum had taken place that morning.

615. MAYORS REPORT
Ferry Pier reported and discussed above.  The Clerk was requested to put consideration of £3000 for Malborough Skate Park on the next Agenda.  The Mayor advised that he had attended a meeting with regard to the Hope Cove rescue boat.
616. COUNCILLORS REPORTS
Cllr. Mrs Furness – Regatta meeting had taken place and all the committee are back on and Mrs Furness is Vice Chair, to offer a local face as the Chair resides in Bristol.  Mrs Thompson is Treasurer.  An Easter Bingo will be held at Malborough Village hall on 30th March.  The Committee are £7,000 down after paying for the public address system and Red Arrows last year so all fundraising support is needed.  They are hopeful that the Harbour Hotel will host a fashion show to help raise funds.

Cllr. Coulson – Advised that he had nearly finished walking all footpaths and just needed to write a report.  Three trees across Collaton Wood had been dealt with but he was said to note that in Courtney Park someone has ring barked a lime tree as the grass is getting long this had not been noticed.  (Such damage is done by someone wishing to kill the tree to get a view).  Yellow lines/tabs on Fore Street were being brought to his attention as this paint is being trampled into houses and he enquired who was carrying out such yellow lines?  Clerk to speak to County Council.
Cllr. Mrs Lidstone – The pipe handrail mended in the alleyway from Bonaventure to Grenville had come apart again.   It was noted that from Ember Road to the Spar shop dog owners were not clearing up after their dogs and a visit from the warden is needed.   She went on to advised that she would be stepping down from the Cliff House Trust as she had been on it for about eleven years but felt the Town Council should send a new representative.

Cllr. Clark – Had placed the laminated Dog Signs along the cycle track and noticed that Malborough Parish Council had done the same from their end.  He felt that Town Council needed to push District for dog bins along the cycle path.  He had walked bridleway 17 and noted the tree down over the path, councillors will deal with this on a voluntary basis.  Also attended the Berry and noted chippings placed there for footpaths.  Soil is being tipped from Bonfire Hill cemetery to also carry out bunding works.  At North Sands just past the toilets on to Cliff Road going through the 6.6ft restriction the hedge is so overgrown and needs attention.  He went on to note that the Bonfire Hill cemetery is looking very good and the bottom cemetery is coming along well but was concerned that someone is using a shed as a woodstore.  At Shadycombe Cemetery he felt that Town Council must consider the mortuary due to its disrepair state. 
Cllr. King – Has been researching Parking meters for the P&R and Europarks were not as forthcoming as Town & City.  Town & City would lease a second hand machine and also have a ring-go for no cash and are happy to produce double car parking tickets.  One machine can deal with 50 cars.  With regard to marking the bays and surfaces he noted the green plastic grid for grass and within this can be placed white marks.   The Festival meeting was protracted as most felt it would be a do or die meeting.  They do not currently have all the funding in place and accounting seems a bit ad hoc.  They need another meeting which will be next week and Cllr Hatch will attend on behalf Cllr. King whilst he is on vacation.  The national chains have not come up with sponsorship and David Cohen has requested that Town Council assist with this.  A meeting had taken place with the police about the Festival but the Committee forgot to invite Cllr. King.  He did however know that the police had advised that pubs must be shut by 11.30p.m. and that 8 officers should be drafted in to be on from 6.30p.m. onwards and finally the Festival Committee wished to know whether any grant will be given by Town Council.   Cllr. Long enquired if the newspaper programme had been printed yet and was advised no but this must be done at the start of the week as they have collected all the advertising money.  They wish to run the P&R to gain footfall down Island Street during the Festival.  
Cllr Hatch – Noted a number of blocked drains in Salcombe as is to provide a list.

Cllr Long – There had been tree felling in areas and he had a discussion with the Tree Officer on such.  A Conservation Area Management Plan has been adopted and District are putting out Notices to houses within such boundary to notify them of such.  He suggested a letter be sent to Steve Munday reminding him of the Article 4 Directions for Salcombe in the Conservation Area to make sure he has not forgotten.

617. CLERK’S REPORT

· Attendance at Jubilee/Ferry steps (report attached)
· Road Closure Notification. Location Fore Street/Cliff Road from 7th June – 11th June 2010 – Utilities. (Festival Week)
· District notice of intention of Holy Trinity Church to hold Easter Day Dawn Service (including lighting a brazier) on North Sands Beach, Sunday 4th April 2010 at 6a.m.
· Letter dated 5th March 2010 from Salcombe Lifeboats responding to Town Council request for further information on RNLI provision of maritime rescue services for Bigbury Bay.

· Manuscripti advise that they have entered all the records and are currently cross checking through all information to ascertain all details for each plot.  Currently they still have information missing on plots 1 – 760 in Shadycombe Cemetery.  They are trying to ascertain whether they can collate this information from elsewhere.
· Clerk enquired whether Salcombe is hosting and who is attending the Cluster meeting on Monday 24th May 2010

· Terms of Usage drafted for Salcombe Town Football Club with a peppercorn rent to ensure that they do not develop rights over a period of time. 

· Structural Surveyors/Engineers information being sought as to what is required to be advised of cost of report and what kind of report will suffice.
618. WORKING PARTIES

· Finance – Meeting to be set up.
· Open Spaces – On going works being undertaken and Management Reports awaited.
· Policy – Nothing
· Planning – As usual.
619. REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES AND OTHER RELEVANT MEETINGS.
Cllr. Mrs Furness – The Mayor, herself and town clerk met with Alan Weymouth landowner of one of the Site Allocation sites.   Mr Weymouth advised that he is willing to talk and work with the Town Council on providing community housing but needed to ensure that it would be housing for local people and to rent.

Mayor – Noted his attendance at the Lifeboat meeting along with Deputy Cllr Mrs Furness and Cllr Dillings.  The Mayor was concerned he was the only person who spoke up for the Salcombe lifeboat.  He had taken the facts about the lifeboat and felt they were being misrepresented.  It had taken the lifeboat 18 mins to reach Hope Cove and he will ensure the MCA have these facts.  It was acknowledged that Salcombe Town Council will defend their lifeboat and agree that Hope Cove need to keep their rescue boat to assist during the influx of tourists.  

620. POINTS OF INFORMATION
· Minutes of Executive held 4th March 2010.
· District Executive meeting 4th March 2010 – additional urgent item relating to Environment Policy Development Group meeting held 25th February 2010. 

· Minutes of Executive meeting held 4th March 2010.

· South Devon Carers Forum – 29th March 2010.

· Business Club invitation 17th March 2010
621. FINANCE
Councillors APPROVED cheques for signature. 
622. URGENT MATTERS
None
623. NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be the held on 24th March 2010 in the Library at Cliff House, Cliff Road, Salcombe at 6.30p.m .
Meeting Closed:  21.07p.m
…………………………………………………..   24th March 2010.

Mayor.
