Minutes of the Meeting of

SALCOMBE TOWN COUNCIL 

held in the Library of Cliff House, Salcombe

   at 6.30 pm on Wednesday 10th December 2008  

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT
                                    * Denotes Attendance

Cllr P Coulson 
Town Mayor & District Councillor (in the Chair)
*

Cllr R Moore Deputy Town Mayor
*
Cllr Mrs G Tabiner 

A
Cllr R Clark

A
Cllr L Dilling

*
Cllr Mrs J Furness

*
Cllr Mrs J Lidstone

A
Cllr M Long

*

Cllr D Stevens

A
Cllr Mrs A Thompson

* 

Cllr. Mrs T Roberto

*
Also in attendance:

Cllr J Carter
 - District Councillor
 *
Gill Claydon (Clerk)

     *

Pc. Steve Mullen

A

209. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Members declared personal or prejudicial interests, including the nature and extent of such interests that they may have in any items to be considered at this meeting.  

· Cllr. Coulson wished it noted that he has no interest in any planning application, declaring neither a prejudicial nor personal interest.  He will thus speak on applications but will not vote on recommendations.
· Cllr Mrs Thompson declared a personal interest in the item relating to a request for a grant from the Beehives, Salcombe Centre.

210. OPEN FORUM

Mr Burton a resident from Bonfire Hill attended to speak with regard to the Bonfire Hill development.  The Deputy Mayor noted comments received from Mr Burton at the Salcombe Town Council surgery and agreed that perhaps District were lacking in placing the notification notices and therefore acknowledged that he had invited Mr Burton to speak to full council.  Mr Burton noted the previous application and was happy to see that most points raised from there were acted upon.
He was however concerned with regard to the proposed pedestrian access halfway down Bonfire Hill and the applicants/architects assertion that such was desirable as the level at this point with the road surface made it suitable for wheelchairs and prams.  Mr Burton provided photos with regard to sight line and felt that this was not a good intention drawing councillors attention to his near collision with a young boy a on skateboard who had shot out from the opposite side (affordable housing) on to Bonfire Hill.  This occurrence was reported to the police and acted upon due to such danger at this point.  The proposed access point further up the hill is on a narrower and more dangerous point of Bonfire Hill.  The South site only has the benefit of vehicular access at the top and pedestrian at the bottom and Mr Burton noted that if this is alright for affordable housing then it should be mirrored for market value houses.  He further asserted that there should be a sloping ramp instead of steps adjacent to the allotment site to accommodate wheelchairs and pushchairs.  

His further concerns relation to the assertion that there is ‘No overlooking from 13 as the property is set down’ this he felt was misleading as Meadow Ridge is immediately to the south of plot 13 and whilst there is a lot of shrubbery at present and 13 has been reorientated to avoid overlooking it is still 3 storeys high and therefore has a significant impact.   Mr Burton advised that he had sent photographic evidence to the architects showing his entrance and they in turn had sent back a picture depicting what plot 13 would look like, these were provided to councillors.  Mr Burton felt that the retention of existing the existing hedge and shrubs with control through a management company should be embodied within the Planning Approval.  He noted that the zinc roofing had been removed and replaced by natural slate but zinc was still to be used on some subservient roofs and these should be clearly identified as he felt there were not clearly  known at present.

With regard to traffic management on Bonfire Hill he noted the sustainable drainage, highways advice on the scheme and that such had been agreed with County.  The previous solutions to the entrance have been shelved and Bonfire Hill is noted as being one way.  Thus the design criteria continues to be based on one way traffic down hill and he noted that at present Bonfire Hill has returned to two way and the possible effect of development on traffic along this section.

Deputy Mayor Moore observed that the architect had noted previous objections.  With regard to the skateboard incident he noted the police had liaised with TOR Homes and they were going to reverse the chicane entrance to alleviate this access problem.  He further noted the footpath at the bottom and the vehicular access at the top and felt there was a case to do away with the middle footpath.  With regard to Plot 13 he observed it had been turned around and did not now personally feel that it was overbearing.  With regard to the extension of the existing hedges and shrubs Deputy Mayor Moore felt that such should be a planning condition and welcomed the chance to comment on this.  On the point of traffic management in this area he noted that planning office Steve Munday was surprised at this reversion to two way and thus this was important to mention. 
Having made this presentation Mr Burton left the meeting.

211. MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting dated 26th November 2008 were approved by all present and duly signed by the Chairman as a true and correct record.

212. PLANNING APPLICATIONS:

1741/08/F REVISED PLANS – Amendment to application 41/0498/08/F for the replacement of existing conservatory with oak framed orangery with balcony over and replacement of existing double pitched roof with lean-to roof Sea Lanes, Moult Hill, Salcombe, TQ8 8LF – Applicant Mr Sutton.  Objection as councillors seek clarification on the decking area in that the ballustrading will be wood to reflect the timber oak framed building extension and there is no clarification on the drawings that the proposed windows are also wood to reflect the oak below.
1878/08/F WITHDRAWN - Resubmission of application 41/1074/08/F for consolidation/alterations to two flats and a dwelling to provide two dwellings The Yardarm 45a & 45b Devon Road, Salcombe, TQ8 8HE - Noted
2221/08/F Alteration to existing window opening to form new doors and associated internal alterations 2 Grafton Towers, Moult Road, Salcombe TQ8 8LG – Applicant Mr & Mrs Lowe – Objection.  Grafton Towers is at present architecturally balanced.  In changing and moving the new French doors it throws the balance out and there is concern that as these dwellings are now apartments such proposal starts to destroy the character of the larger building.  
2223/08/F Alteration to window Slipways, Normandy House, Fore Street, Salcombe TQ8 8ET – Applicant Mr Brock. –  Objection.  This property lies within the Conservation Area and whilst councillors sympathised with the applicant the uPVC windows and glass Juliette balcony are not in keeping.  It was suggested that replacement windows with in wood would be welcomed but the intention is unclear.  With regard to the proposed glass Juliette balcony it was suggested that wrought iron would improve the look of this building.  
2224/08/F Alteration to window, creation of enlarged dormer and demolition of chimney stack The Lookout, Normandy House, Salcombe, TQ8 8ET – Applicant Mr White  -  Objection.  Two elements – similar window to be changed to French doors with a glass Juliette balcony, no problem with that if wood and J – in steel matching neighbouring property for symmetry but do object to enlarging of dormer on roof level and removal of chimney.  Wish to see chim remain and dormer as is remaining.
2246/08/F Resubmission of 41/1661/08/F for amendments to planning consent 41/1523/06/F for garages and boatstore Site to east, Bonaventure Close, Salcombe – Mr P. Higginbottom – No objection. 
Cllr. Coulson arrived from another meeting.

PLANNING PERMISSION GRANTED

1741/08/F Amendment to application 41/0498/08/F for the replacement of existing conservatory with oak framed orangery with balcony over and replacement of existing double pitched roof with lean-to roof Sea Lanes, Moult Hill, Salcombe, TQ8 8LF

1874/08/F Extension to dwelling to form bathroom 1 Church Street, Salcombe TQ8 8DH

1880/08/F Extension to dwelling Briar Cottage, Malborough, Kingsbridge, TQ7 3DN

1912/08/F Demolition and replacement of existing two storey extension, double garage, potting shed and swimming pool and reinstatement of porch, Shute Farmhouse, Higher Batson, Salcombe, TQ8 8NF.

OUTLINE PLANNING PERMISSION GRANTED

1768/08/O Outline application for demolition of existing buildings and construction of 3 dwellings Trennels, Herbert Road, Salcombe, TQ8 8HR.

APPEAL

0683/08/F – Planning Insp. Ref: APP/K1128/A/08/2080442/NWF – Appellent’s Name Ian Forrest-Jones Land at Underdeck, Cliff Road, Salcombe TQ8 8JQ Construction of balcony and other alterations,: Appeal Starting Date – 28th July 2008.

It was AGREED that Cllr. Long will attend on 3rd February 2009 and speak on behalf of Town Council.
PLANNING CORRESPONDENCE

Two emails dated 28th and 30th November 2008 raising concerns on 13 Shadycombe Road - Noted.
213. OPEN SPACES WORKING PARTY

It was AGREED that this matter be deferred until 14th January 2009.
Cllr. Mrs Thompson declared a personal interest in the next item.
214. GRANT

It was AGREED to make a grant of £700.00 to the Young Salcombe Centre towards providing a new heating system.

215. SALCOMBE TO MALBOROUGH CYCLE PATH

It was noted that Robin Beavis from County had raised concerns at the pre meeting that Mr Weymouth  might be unable to access his field entrance at Batson Cross with the installation of the bollards and plans would only be progressed if such confirmation of access was ascertained by Robin Beavis.  At this meeting Peter from the Garage also raised concern that larger lorries would find negotiating access past the intended bollards by the Park and Ride difficult and due to the assurance from Robin Beavis that this was possible all were content.

Councillors AGREED having consulted with the two councillors who attended a pre meeting with regard to the cycle path plans, but were not present at this meeting, that they would agree such plans as tabled and offer their support to the County proposals for this final phase.  
216. SECTION 106 PLANNING OBLIGATION

It was AGREED to accept the basis of a Town Council section 106 policy (as tabled) with regard to identifying Town needs and such councillor(s) involvement in the development and consultation on provision for town needs through section 106 monies.
217. TOWN LOGO

It was AGREED that Cllr. Mrs Roberto would cognisant of comments received within the meeting seek to obtain or personally create a suitable photograph then liaise with Triangle Print in an effort  to take forward such design for use on the website and future council literature.
218. CODE OF CONDUCT

It was AGREED to respond that councillors felt that there should be an extension of application from two months to three months for those wishing to sign up having regard to those councils that only meet bi monthly. 

219. REPORTS FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 

DCllr Carter advised that he had attended a workshop with regard to Policy on barn conversions.  He also noted the proposed Rural Development LDF document meeting and the fact that such work is being handed over to consultants to deal therewith as the LDF team are too busy.  Also he commented on the fact that the Underdecks application had been dealt with in planning.

At Executive last week members had talked about car parking charges and discussed budget setting.  Car Park charges had been frozen along with council tax and this was noted together with the new residents £10.00 parking permit to assist in such economic downturn.  District however at such times have budgeted to acquire a new street sweeper machine.   DCllr Coulson explained that such provisions were not affecting District bank accounts as instead of putting monies into contingencies they were making allowances in different places this year and thus this would offset the shortfall.

DCllr Coulson noted that the planning committee at District have overturned officers decisions on five applications before them and thus he felt that local opinions were being considered.  
220. REPORT FROM MAYOR
As mayor he reported that this had not been an easy week considering the town’s loss and funeral for such a young person.  He extended sympathy from council to the parents and the town as a community.

He went on the advise that with the assistance of the Deputy Mayor they had organised the arrangements for P&R to assist those accessing the funeral due to necessary utilities roads blocks.  Also there was a few minutes silence noted for such loss at the Christmas lights turn on.  However on a festive note it was agreed that the Deputy Mayor Father Christmas was excellent. 
221. REPORTS FROM COUNCILLORS
Cllr. Moore – Noted that the Mayor had carried out ground work for the P&R funeral arrangements and he had just followed orders.  He did however note that due to the handiwork of the Mayor the town now have a road sign for use that resides in his garage.  Notably the Town Council responded quickly and all those attending used the P&R.
He further acknowledged that planning officer Malcolm Elliot had advised that the planning applicant for 28 Island Street had been advised that a condition to use timber cladding had been included.

Cllr. Mrs Lidstone – Noted that Bonaventure Road at the end by the garage there had been flytipping/dumping of cement, garden waste etc on council land.  The Clerk was requested to research ownership for such section of land and advised that Cllr.Stevens could furnish such information.

222. REPORT FROM CLERK
Councillors were advised of the following:

· Kingsbridge & Salcombe Area Parish Cluster Meeting 14th January 2009 at Quay House 7p.m.  All councillors invited to this meeting (not just representatives) to discuss the next steps following the Boundary Committees Review.
· DAPC notification that the new date for the Boundary Committee report to be sent to the Secretary has been moved from 31st December 2008 to 13th February 2009.

· Salcombe Festival and Island Street Fringe 12th-14th June 2009 email from David Cohen setting out contact details and highlighting other measures taken to ensure no disturbance to residents.

· Email dated 4th December 2008 from District advising of their freeze on the Council Tax for 2009/10.

· Invitation to the Clerk to attend Follaton House for an informal meeting with the Police Management Team from South Hams and West Devon together with other partners.

· Land Registry letter dated 5th December 2008 encouraging Salcombe Town Council to register any land that they own which remains unregistered.

· Tourist Information Centre – Quote for repainting railings on the Town Hall – Noted but felt that further quotes and a management plan should be provided.

· Letter dated 24th November 2008 notification that the Planning Inspectorate will be attending at 3.30 22nd December the site at 2 Garden Close, Devon Road and consider Planning Working party will attend.
· Email dated 10th December 2008 from licencees in the town with regard to the Brewery’s reaction to supporting deliveries to enable road closure for pedestrians during the summer season.  The reaction received was very favourable and supportive.  Mayor felt that smaller traders were not so supportive because they kept a smaller stock and needed to have deliveries.
DCllr Carter left.

223. WORKING PARTIES

Finance – Nothing to report since no meetings since precept.
Policy – Have met twice since the last council meeting and will distribute notes of these.  Cllr. Mrs Roberto requested a quote from Triangle print for the newsletter in black and white which was £94 or colour being £161.  The group are meeting to finalise the newsletter this week.  Distribution arrangements were discussed and it was noted that previous ones have been placed at Bonningtons, Spar the Tourist Information Centre together with delivery by some residents.  The group are to extend this circulation to the dentist, health centre and church and place some in school for back packs.  In view of the many places of distribution 50 copies will be placed in 9 places and councillors will monitor which outlets produce the greatest take up.
Open Spaces – Nothing to report.  Ideas for draft management plans have been received however.
224. REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES AND OTHER RELEVANT MEETINGS.
Salcombe Festival Committee – Cllrs Mrs Lidstone and Moore had attended this meeting and were impressed with the new organisation and the fact that the group already hold £4839 in funding and are hoping to raise £7000.  Councillors raised the matter of policing and litter clearance which the group had responded to by email (copy in each councillors pack).  Councillors were advised of visiting French yachts for the occasion and the fact that the Festival Committee have extended an invitation to all councillors to attend and speak to the French guests. 
Affordable Housing and Community Development – Cllr. Moore advised that he and the clerk had attended two meetings with Cllr Dillings joining the first meeting hosted by architect Peter Sandover to discuss proposals.  The first meeting which was also attended by Guiness Trust and Mr Elwell had confirmed that a Housing Needs Survey is required to validate the need for such affordable housing in Salcombe.  At a further meeting at District Debbie Holloway, Sue – Housing Enabler, and Guiness Trust had explained the way that funding is presently used for Housing Needs Surveys and in view of the time constraint in achieving such Guiness Trust and Mr Elwell indicated they would cover this cost.  Town Council are needed to assist with delivery and ensuring that representative coverage is achieved and whilst funded specifically Town Council agree the need to update such.  
Cllr. Moore went on to advise of the response to concerns of nuisance at Sparrow Park and the Guiness Trust had assured that this was a single incident and that their policy for tenants includes ending tenancy if deemed necessary.  It was noted that an item to encourage local people to complete housing register and Home to Own forms should be included in the January 2009 newsletter. 
Noted also that residents had indicated that a toddlers play area should be included in the open space at Bonfire Hill.

Cllr. Mrs Lidstone left the meeting.

225. POINTS OF INFORMATION
Village Green
226. FINANCE
Councillors APPROVED cheques for signature and noted receipts.

Receipt: Nil
The following payments were approved and duly signed.

	Name
	Amount

	Concorde Copiers – Maintenance Sept – Dec. 08
	£11.60

	South West Ambulance Service – Grant for First Responders
	£200.00

	Triangle Design & Print – Newsletters
	£69.00

	Royal British Legion – Poppy Wreath
	£20.00

	Information Commissioner’s Office – Data Protection
	£15.00

	Helping Hands – Maintenance Shadycombe, Bonfire Hill, The Berry
	£406.83


227. URGENT MATTERS
None

228. NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on 14th January 2009 in the Library at Cliff House, Salcombe at 6.30p.m.
Meeting Closed:  8.45p.m.
