Minutes of the Meeting of

SALCOMBE TOWN COUNCIL 

held in the Library of Cliff House, Salcombe

 at 6.30 pm on Wednesday 8th June 2011  

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT
                                    * Denotes Attendance

Cllr R Moore Town Mayor (in the Chair)
*

Cllr R Clark

A

Cllr L Dilling

*

Cllr Mrs J Lidstone

A

Cllr M Long

*
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Cllr L. King
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Cllr. R. Wheeler

*

Cllr. Mrs A. Clacy

A

Cllr. A. Biggs

*

Cllr Mrs Pickering

*

Cllr J. Martins

*

Also in attendance:

Dist. Cllr J Carter
 - District Councillor
 *

Dist. Cllr P Coulson 
District Councillor
*

Gill Claydon (Clerk)
     *

Pc Mullin   





                     A

PCSO Gibson






       A

26. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


Members were invited to declare personal or prejudicial interests, including the nature and extent of such interests that they may have in any items to be considered at this meeting as follows: 

· Cllr Biggs wished it known that by virtue of his profession and development contacts he would remain in the meeting room and contribute to discussion on planning matters but not vote also  he declared a personal and prejudicial interest in Work to Trees application 1372/11/TW.
· Cllr Wheeler declared a personal interest in Westgarth enforcement appeal.

· Cllr Martins declared a personal and prejudicial in Cotters Quay, Thorning Street, Salcombe TQ8 8DW.

27. OPEN FORUM

Roger Gillard and a further associate from the South Hams Motor Club were in attendance.  They outlined the proposed changes to the law of the land for motor sport in what you cannot at presentdo.  In the rest of Europe  it is possible to compete on the highway and there are currently readings in Parliament to change this law to run motor sport on the public highway, this process may take 12 months to  2/3years.  What the Club are requesting comment on  is to run a hill climb down Cliff Road, up Sandhills Road in Salcombe.  If such were to go ahead it would be one of the first events in the country to be run on the highway and they wished something to be held in the Spring or Autumn, out of holiday season  for a 2 day event.  They would practice in the morning with timed runs in the afternoon with opportunity for residents to have access to their premises when not racing.

The Mayor noted that such event could be good for the town if held during the shoulder months of the holiday season when the town needs visitors and noted care must be taken to ensure they excluded half term for schools.  If approval was given then consultation must taken place with residents and appropriate made breaks in between such activity for access to properties and the Club must insure all stone walls and other such street furniture.  If such is done then Town Council would give the request serious thought.  Cllr Dilling noted Salcombe had a road race in the 1930s.  There would be a family car class 1600cc and there are 30 different classes.  A question was raised as to whether these are road legal cars or vehicles that come in on trailers and make a noise.  There are proposed to be single seaters that will not be taxed but they do have to comply with regulations on noise and pollution – 102 db.  Cllr Long enquired where they would envisage siting a paddock area?  The main concern currently for Town Council was major disturbance to people.  It was felt that the quietest period was November – January (not including Christmas).  Reservation was raised on using the car park area adjacent to the Winking Prawn for parking for trailers as then people coming to watch could not park!

Cllr. Hatch arrived.

At the top end of Sandhills Road the Club could turn cars and this is an artery route for buses.  Those attending noted that at other venues such as these there are barriers and marshalls help turn vehicles.   Town Council wished to engaged with the community and take into consideration their comments before responding. 

Richard Hosking noted that he was representing Sally Hosking in relation to the application for Cotters Quay and explained that approval had been received twice on this property although previously Town Council objected.  This proposal was situated within the Salcombe employment area when the boundary was moved and followed an application by the Island Crusing Club at 10 Island Street for a single dwelling 2001/02.  In 2001 Mrs Hosking put in an application for Cotters Quay as this was becoming a residential area between this point and town.  In 2002 and about 2008/10 the Island Street property was extended to comprise 2 properties.  She renewed planning in 2006 and then it became due again for renewal in 2010 whilst in between she had obtained planning consent for the renovation of the building for retail use which was in common with residential use.  It is within the curtilage of a Listed Building.  She had also written to the Planning Authority to advise about a radon sump and that it was felt they had commenced residential development but District had a few pre conditions.  There was an area of doubt and she applied again to avoid any questions of status of residential permission.   The   Planning Permissions that are in existence do involve change of use from business to residential.  

It was noted that the Planning group had visited the site now and had looked previously.  The previous applications for conversion to a store and the shop element were noted.  The planning group recommended objection as Town Council did not want to see a loss of potential light industrial workshops from retail to housing.  Notwithstanding the views and previous planning permissions granted it was felt that a loss of valuable workshops/retail was inappropriate development on the site and also possible overdevelopment impacting neighbouring properties with some loss of light.  This property sits within the policy area for employment and within the Conservation Area.  Recently there had been objections due to flooding and therefore Town Council would wish to see Environment Agency views too.   District sometimes does not follow policy and as an advisory body Town Council’s task is to know the policies and support or object with regard to policies especially within the Conservation Area.  There is also no provision for car parking on this development.  

Those in attendance (3) with regard to this application left the meeting.

Tim Bayley thanked Town Council for be able to speak on the proposed development at Loughrigg again.  In the last month another item has arisen as Highways said originally they had no objection but subsequently have written and expressed concerns.  George Bryant Highways felt that the applicant had not demonstrated that there was adequate parking on site and if proposed access removes local parking, he advised that there would have to be an alteration of the Traffic Order.  Mr Bayley had enquired about the process of amending a Traffic Order and noted that in 2002 residents gave their opinion on changes to the Traffic Order.  Mr Bayley requested Highways that residents be informed if Highways were approached about changes.

The Architects had produced a letter and more plans since 18th May and give the impression in their letter that the neighbours are happy and he has answered all concerns.   Mr Bayley advised they had not but had made it more bearable, Mr Bayley wished to record they were still against the application on overdevelopment and previously raised points including being adjacent to a Conservation Area.  Mr Bayley had looked at the new plans and it seemed almost window dressing and they had not changed their opinion that the development was too big, too close and too much.  There has also been another letter posted on the District website from one of the neighbours in the Edwardian houses in Coronation Road and they feel that the development will be overlooking them.

The Mayor complimented Mr Bayley on his succinct and informative letters noting all points have validity.  At present  correspondence had been copied to Town Council for information and District has directed architects before to send out plans again but Dean Kinsella, Planning Officer, has not indicated whether he wants further Town Council views.  The Architect has made changes incorporating some points Town Council previously indicated, including the first house taking the entrance level up to first level and rendering to break up the line.  Town Council would have preferred to have seen no development or low development but in terms of planning regulations any opposition to the current application would probably not see much favour if it went to Appeal.  The Architects have met some of the policies that Town Council has tried to suggest such as timber, brick and other elements.  They would want to confirm with the officer protection of existing trees, shrubs and hedges around the site as other areas of existing shrubs which were removed and new ones put in lost character.  It would also be important to impose a condition that removed permitted development rights under Article 4 to ensure no roof space dormers, rooms and garage changes.   

Mrs Bayley noted that in the new Conservation Area policy document there was a sentence about open spaces.  As Loughrigg is within 50 metres of a Conervation Area with Shadycombe House to the east Loughrigg has the most stunning and beautiful garden that is hardly seen elsewhere in Salcombe and this is enjoyed as an open space seen from the cemetery.  Town Council noted this is not an open space but a garden  

Mr and Mrs Bayley left the meeting.

28. MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting dated 18th May 2011 were approved by council and then duly signed by the Mayor as a true and correct record.  

29. PLANNING APPLICATIONS: 

Councillors duly considered the following applications and sent the following observations to the District as Planning Authority:

· 0801/11/F WITHDRAWN Resubmission of householder application 41/0108/11/F for new entrance to driveway to allow access to property Moult Moor, Moult Road, Salcombe TQ8 8LG

· 0863/11/F REVISED PLANS Shalimar Raleigh Road, Salcombe, TQ8 8BH – Noted.  Town Council still would prefer to see pitched roof dormers but noted the planning officer advises the current are flat roof.  The revised plans show an increase in ridge height but it is felt this is in keeping with neighbouring properties.  

· 0818/11/F REVISED PLANS proposed alteration and extension at Genista, 7 Coronation Road, Salcombe TQ8 8AE – Applicant Miss Ford and Mr Mottershead – Noted.  Adjustments show skylights/rooflights and no substantial changes to original.

· 1110/11/F Householder application for alterations and extension to existing dwelling Many Steps, South Sands, Salcombe TQ8 8LN – Applicant Mr M. Wloch – Objection.  There is a substantial property proposed which increases in height by some 2.5-3m and puts a substantial pitched elevation to the front.  The scale is considered overdevelopment of the site and felt to be very visible with a large impact on the side of the valley.  With a large amount of glass, large deck area at front it is felt such would change the character of the streetscene.  Also the impact could be unneighbourly with overlooking from an overbearing patio and deck area.

· 1125/11/F Householder application for single storey rear extension Somerset House, Devon Road, Salcombe TQ8 8HQ – Applicant Mr A. Coates – Objection.  Intended excavation into the garden was felt considerable along with the additional creation of balcony areas and deck at first floor level, such which will come out beyond neighbouring properties amenity areas.  It is also intended to place a fence on top of such wall either side to stop overlooking but it is felt that this is even more overbearing on neighbours.  It is suggested that by creation of the deck areas and inclusion of glass at first floor level and noting that many neighbouring properties have small French windows/doors, such intention to place full width windows where in one position there is no window at present would increase intrusion.  This property is within a Conservation Area and  can be seen from Allenhayes Road and it is felt that the proposals will destroy the character of streetscene  from there.  It is suggested that the properties on the north would lose light.

· 1141/11/F Householder application to remove boundary old dead hedge and replace with wooden fence 20 Grenville Road, Salcombe TQ8 8BJ – Applicant Mrs A. Jones – No objection.

· 1223/11/F Householder application for creation of balcony and associated works 8 Bonfire Hill, Salcombe TQ8 8EF – Applicant Mr A. Anson – No objection.  

· 1287/11/F Householder application for alterations and extension to existing garage Ilbertstow Cottage, Lower Batson, Salcombe TQ8 8NW – Applicant Mr A. Streek – Objection.  This is felt an inappropriate development against a picturesque cottage and it is suggested that by repeating what has been permitted historically next door would compound and change the character of this Conservation Area.  If District intends to grant permission for this application Town Council would wish to ensure such is not used as ancillary accommodation and further it is prevented from in the future being converted and therefore it is suggested an Article 4 to remove all permitted development is implemented.  

· 1288/11/LB Listed building consent for alterations and extension to existing garage Ilbertstow Cottage, Lower Batson, Salcombe TQ8 8NW – Applicant Mr A. Streek – As 1287/11/F above.

· 1330/11/F Householder application for second floor alterations including new dormer window and balcony to rear to the property 32 Buckley Street, Salcombe TQ8 8DD – Applicant Mr R. Hancocks – Objection.  This property is within a Conservation Area and the proposal would create overlooking from a flat roof dormer proposed which is to extend to the eaves creating a balcony and felt inappropriate development in such area   Neighbouring have dormers one of which is pitched roof and would change character of this property and impact neighbouring.  Most accepted would be pitched roof boundary but no balcony felt acceptable.  

WORK TO TREE PRESERVATION ORDER TREES

· 1372/11/TW (No. 58) Tree Preservation Order 2009 Reg. No. 3170 Site Bonfire Hill Residential Development Site, Bonfire Hill, Salcombe Proposal – Various works to Elm – This application covers works to the witch elm which sits on the boundary of Salcombe allotments.  Objection.  The tree appears healthy and has been so during works.  There appear no arboriculture reasons for these works and this is a key amenity tree in the area.  

ENFORCEMENT NOTICE APPEAL – APPEAL UNDER SECTION 174

· 2100/09/F Appeal Ref: APP/K1128/C 11/2151995 and 11/2152004 Appeal against enforcement notice for alleged unauthorised building/engineering works being carried out contrary to planning Westgarth, Bonaventure Road, Salcombe TQ8 8BE Enforcement notice requires: (I) Remove the unauthorised flat roof dormer and projection balcony from the northern side elevation of Westgarth and (ii) Remove the unauthorised flat roof dormers from the eastern roof slope of Westgarth.  Appeal to be determined by written representations procedure all representations to be received by 23rd June 2011 – Town Council are to prepare a further letter and send.  

ALLEGED BREACH OF PLANNING CONTROL

· 0184/10 Land north of Collaton Road, Salcombe – District response to reasons and options to rectify for information only.  

PLANNING CORRESPONDENCE

· Copy letter of objection to District relating to application 0652/11/F Loughrigg Coronation Road dated 19th May 2011

· Two copy letters dated 25th and 26th May from the Architect for 0652/11/F Loughrigg to District with points and further plans addressing objections and concerns.

· Two further copy letters and covering email all dated 6th June 2011 in relation to 0652/11 Loughrigg.

· Letter dated 30th May 2011 requesting Town Council to ask the purchaser of Harbour Lights, Devon Road to restore it to its former glory.

· Copy letter dated 2nd June 2011 addressed to District in relation to concerns with regard to application 0652/11 Loughrigg.

· Two copy letters dated 2nd June 2011 and 6th June 2011 respectively from different correspondents objecting to application 1125/11 Somerset House, Devon Road.

· Copy email from Liz Wells Planning Enforcement Officer in relation to Mew Stone, Allenhayes Road planning breach 0145/11 with regard to planting plan.

30. TOWN COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES

The Mayor welcomed the newly elected Chairman of Salcombe Harbour Board, Dist. Cllr. Carter.

It was AGREED that Cllr Wheeler represent Town Council along with Cllr King on the Cliff House Trust and Cllr 

Martins join the Mayor at Police liaison.  

31. GRANT

It was AGREED to approve a grant under Local Government Act 1972 s145 of Two Thousand Pounds (£2000) 

towards renovation works required by the Art Club to offer further facilities to the community and school such grant 

being paid on receipt of invoices.

32. MAYOR’S CHAIN

It was AGREED to obtain updated estimates for such restoration works and updating of the mayoral chain with the 

intention of proceeding with such works in this financial year.

33. SERVICE BY EMAIL

It was AGREED that having appraised councillors of the Local Government Act 1972 that they indicate their wishes 

with regard to receiving agendas, minutes and documentation as per the attached.

34. PAST MAYORS BOARD

It was AGREED unanimously that Town Council provide a commemorative board in recognition of service and all 

past Mayors appear using the same commemorative formal format. 

35. REPORTS FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS

Dist Cllr Carter  had been offered an Executive position replacing Mike Howarth on planning matters following on from the Vanguard debriefing and overview of staffing levels.  They had held the first planning meeting under the new regime where they adopted a system that West Devon  have.  An application is presented by the officer and the members of the committee can ask questions to clarify points that the speakers and officers make at the time.  Then they move to a normal committee decision.  This process may extend the time it takes so some meetings might start in the morning.  They are looking with the new head of planning service to see how to amalgamate some of the work between the two councils but they could not join the two planning departments together as they are different in geography and history.  They might however use back up staff more and are looking at staffing such as temporary contract enforcement officers.  He is also still on the planning committee.  He now also had chair of the Harbour Committee and noted they are one short on this committee which had held it first meeting this week.  They looked at feedback from the Harbour Community forums.  Cllr Simon Wright from West Alvington has been tasked with contacting all commercial people from the harbour to form into a body to give them a voice.  Dist. Cllr. Carter was taking over Cllr Baverstock in liaising with fishermen.  Mr Harding will communicate with the Kingsbridge Boat Association.  At present they are looking at mooring contracts and problems in relation to moorings take up.  Performance management had also been scrutinised and they went through matters for future consideration and quotes for Salcombe Town Landing.  The Mayor requested that he find out the status of commemorative slates of rescues by lifeboat men, taken down from the wall and now this contains paid advertisements upon it.  

36. MAYOR’S REPORT

The Mayor along with Cllr King attended the Kingsbridge and Salcombe meeting and watched a film in relation to a movement to get rid of plastic bags .  He also attended a pool opening with Cllrs Mrs Pickering, Mrs Lidstone and Wheeler along with Dist. Cllr Carter and noted they collected £2800.  He advised he had approached Dist. Cllr. John Tucker and Sir Simon Day for £15000 towards the solar panels for the swimming pool roof.  

Also he went to the Kingsbridge and Salcombe Chamber of Commerce meeting and attended the D Day Service along with other councillors.  Following an invitation from Tor Homes he attended the Chandlers Heights birthday party and noted Dist. Cllr. Carter was also in attendance.  

Talks have also taken place with the operations manager of Tor Homes with regard to the entrance at Ember Road and a request made that Tor Homes contribute towards a wall to provide a suitable entrance at Ember Road.  The Tor Homes representative appeared positive that this could be achieved.  

37. COUNCILLORS REPORTS

Cllr King – Cliff House Trust.  Noted the current decorating and carpeted stairs and highlighted a letter sent to all residents asking ‘Do you want to become a friend of Cliff House’.  It was noted that with an aging population there was no explanation of what webcams are and how to use them.

Cllrs King and Wheeler also attended the Community Involvement meeting at Follaton House which was to consider how to engage with people and they put forward points.   Cllrs King, Wheeler and Hatch attended as representatives of Town Council the Ffeoffees  meeting and were having a further meeting with David Stevens in the church the following day to see where such  money was going in the town as he felt as a Trustee he needed to know why or how he was giving money out.  

At the Salcombe Information Centre meeting he noted grant funding had been given out.  They also acknowledged the Park & Ride and that previously they had criticised the running but wished to note it was working very effectively.  With regard to the Park and Ride Cllr King a located a new sign maker at Churchstow and given more consideration to a parking meter.   

Cllr. Wheeler – Noted that a gust of wind had caught the door at the Young Salcombe Centre cracking the extrusion etc.  He had managed to lock it but they can only access through the fire exit.  Ofsted states they have to have two ways in and out.  It will cost approximately £400 to repair the frame and the rest of the works will be carried out free such as glass and fitting.  Stops will be placed to safe guard this does not happen again. 

He attended the Council Hall with the Clerk and a Land Registry representative who was content with the boundary sought for the registration.

Cllr Hatch –  Bonaventure Road by woods on rough part getting distressed to see state of area with dumpy bags wood, material etc.  

Dist. Cllr. Carter – Noted that at Beadon Cross the temporary sign says 'Fore Street closed for Salcombe Festival' but does not indicate the date when.  It was noted that the banner in town gives a date.  

38. CLERK’S REPORT

· Along with Cllr Wheeler met representative from Land Registry to survey Town Council building to confirming boundary for Land Registration of Council Hall.

· Received a letter from Ross Kennerley setting out progress on the transfer of Bonfire Hill/Ember open space land.  Noted also that the monies from District for play are to be allocated to rejuvenation of the play areaadjacent to the Berry and that the swing has been removed on safety grounds.  An overview for costings has now been received from Alex Whish.  Awaiting further discussions on the transfer of the Berry land.  Also an update on the amounts coming forward under Section 106 from Summerhayes, Torre View and Bonfire Hill market value housing and suggestion that monies are maximised by seeking matched funding.

· Suggestion from Adrian Mundy as to layout of new cremation area at Bonfire Hill for consideration with Cllr Clark in due course.

· Copy estimate provided by Salcombe Information Centre for installation of a new hand wash basin.  Two more to be obtained.

· Salcombe Festival Risk Assessment.

· Letter to Mayor dated 3rd May 2011 from TOR Homes with map detailing land in their ownership at Ember Road in order that discussions can take place with regard to the open space project adjacent thereto.

· Devon Association of Local Councils nomination form to indicate 5 chosen representatives out of nine.

· Letter dated 3rd June 2011 from District inviting Town Council to a ‘Super Cluster’ meeting on 13th July 2011 to discuss different communication proposals.

· A letter cancelling the Burial Records order has been sent and discussions have opened as to how to remedy concerns and continue to take this order forward.  Maps have been received but these are merely copies of the original old maps.

· Notification from District requesting comments on permission sought by Endurance Life Limited to hold a ‘Try a kayak or paddle board for free with an instructor’ at North Sands on Saturday 9th July 2011 – 50 people approximately expected.

· Email dated 8th June 2011 from Adam Keay of Highways seeking Town Council comments on a complaint in relation to flower pots on a pedestrian walk way and whether Town Council would wish to impose removal of all obstructions?  Fly posting, street traders and pavements blocked.  PUT ON AGENDA.

· Email dated 8th June 2011 from South West Water advising of proposed road closure from Foxley to Stoney Croft, Devon Road for 5 days from 19th September 2011.

39. REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES AND OTHER RELEVANT MEETINGS.

List of projects were on report for consideration by councillors to pick particular projects to move forward.

40. POINTS OF INFORMATION

· On table.

41. FINANCE

Councillors APPROVED the following cheques for signature:

Sue Palser – Replanting of pots for War Memorial (replacement of one missing pot): £151.99

Helping Hands – Contract: £508.54

42. NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will held on 22nd June 2011 in the Library at Cliff House, Cliff Road, Salcombe at 6.30p.m.

Meeting Closed:  21.07p.m

…………………………………………………..   22nd  June 2011.

Town Mayor.

