Minutes of the Meeting of

SALCOMBE TOWN COUNCIL 

held in the Library of Cliff House, Salcombe

   at 6.30 pm on Wednesday 8th October 2008  

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT
                                    * Denotes Attendance

Cllr P Coulson 
Town Mayor & District Councillor (in the Chair)
*
Cllr R Moore Deputy Town Mayor
*

Cllr Mrs G Tabiner 

*
Cllr Mrs L Balgalvis 

A  
Cllr R Clark

*
Cllr L Dilling

A
Cllr Mrs J Furness

*
Cllr Mrs J Lidstone

*
Cllr M Long

*
Cllr Mrs T Roberto

A 
Cllr D Stevens

A
Cllr Mrs A Thompson

* 
Also in attendance:
Cllr J Carter
 - District Councillor
 A
Gill Claydon (Clerk)

     *
Pc. Steve Mullen

A
134. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Members declared personal or prejudicial interests, including the nature and extent of such interests that they may have in any items to be considered at this meeting.  
· Cllr. Coulson wished it noted that he has no interest in any planning application, declaring neither a prejudicial nor personal interest.  He will thus speak on applications but will not vote on recommendations.
· Cllr. Clark expressed a personal interest in applications 1768 Trennels and 1830 Alta Vista.

135. OPEN FORUM
Peter Sandover, architect attended along with Mr Elwell and another member of the public to give an overview of Mr and Mrs Elwell’s ambition with regard to use of their land adjacent to Bonfire Hill, Salcombe.  Mr Sandover expressed the Elwells wish to involving people in shaping a development scheme for the community.
He went on to explain the outline of the site, the need to safeguard the woodland and the wish to include employment and address community issues.  Their wish is to provide 55 homes with 30 being affordable (District policy) and provide an employment area of approximately 825 sq. m. that will hopefully provide 20 jobs.

Mr Sandover outlined policy and noted that over the next few years 6000 homes must be provided in the South Hams with 50 designated to Salcombe.  The housing need has been highlighted from various data including a Housing Needs Survey and District are currently going through a joint consultation with Teignbridge to invite landowners to put forward suitable sites.  The planning authority have approached the Elwells and currently there are no other sites identified to meet this need.

Cllr. Moore thanked Mr Sandover for such an early attendance by himself and the Elwells to open such dialogue.  He went on to note the comments with regard to the Cycle Path and that an approach had been made to the Elwells with regard to use of their land towards the last section of the Cycle Path between Malborough and Salcombe.  The Elwells acknowledge this approach and advise that they have received no formal plans or further discussion but wished it noted that they are happy to work with County to provide land for sight lines to ensure that such provision is in place within the current time limit rather than awaiting the outcome of development proposals.

An issue noted was the visual impact at such a high point to the entrance of Salcombe but Mr Sandover advised that using the natural topography the shortviews concealed the site and the design was to be to a high specification.  Wishing a local team Mr and Mrs Elwell had been in discussion with Guinness Trust in relation to the affordable housing provision but are looking to further input from the community through workshops and are to conduct an ecological survey to assist.

Cllr. Mrs Tabiner noted that the proposed area is an AONB and questioned the mention of 50 houses for Salcombe enquiring whether this would include those already built and proposals at Malborough.  She was advised that these figures are the new projections and thus would be in addition.

Cllr. Long enquired why the overview showed housing to be split into 3 blocks?  Mr Sandover advised that this was done to assist the visual impact discussed the pros and cons of mixed development and Government advice.
Further queries raised were the types of proposed employment amongst such housing and the visual impact of such together with the reasons as to why employment provision has been included.  The sharing of access was mentioned and the fact that this proposal sits outside the development boundary.
Cllr. Mrs Thompson highlighted the possible strain on facilities such as water, drainage etc with the housing already provided at Bonfire Hill and this proposal.  Mr Sandover acknowledged that all such matters will be looked out whilst considering this proposal.  Cllr. Moore requested that the Elwells consider sub-market rental as a way of controlling those being allocated such housing and this was noted.

136. MINUTES
The Minutes of the meeting dated 24th September 2008 were approved by all present and duly signed by the Chairman as a true and correct record.
137. PLANNING APPLICATIONS:
A.
1762/08/F Demolition and replacement of original extension plus further extension to guest room.  Internal alterations to flats 6 & 7 Woodcot, Cliff Road, Salcombe, TQ8 8JU – Applicant Help the Aged.  – No objection.
B.
1763/08/LB Listed Building consent for demolition and replacement of original extension plus further extension to guest room.  Internal alterations to flats 6 & 7 Woodcot, Cliff Road, Salcombe TQ8 8JU – Applicant Help the Aged  - No objection.
C.
1768/08/F Demolition of existing buildings and construction of 3 dwellings Trennels, Herbert Road, Salcombe, TQ8 8HR – Applicant Mr & Mrs Vaughan – Objection due to insufficient information with this application.   Councillors would have considered no objection if this application had been outline noting that the materials used should be sympathetic.  
D.
1803/08/F Demolition of dwelling and replacement with pair of co-joined houses, Stoneleigh, Main Road, Salcombe TQ8 8JW – Applicant Mr M. Jackson  - Objection.  This is felt to be an overdevelopment of the site due to the footprint increase together with height (the ridgeline proposed is higher than the existing property) bulk, materials used all having a high impact in an AONB situated in policy zone 2 where such policy attempts to protect existing gardens.  Such co-joined designation is felt to be merely another term for a semi and the materials proposed are not felt to be in keeping with the Georgian period.  Advice of highways is sought due to the apparent considerable increase in number of vehicles using this site and accessing straight on to the highway.  It is felt that there will be severe overlooking of properties below and the scale of this proposal will be visible from the sides and from the road thus affecting the streetscene.  If permitted the local character will be changed out of all recognition.  It was noted that the drawings contain errors in that the property superimposed and existing red line adjoining the house, garage and outbuilding make it appear as though the footprint has not changed whereas there is in fact a large gap between these structures which is now infilled.  
E
1830/08/F Resubmission of application 41/0113/08/F for window alterations Alta Vista, Allenhayes Road, Salcombe TQ8 8HT – Applicant Mr Miles – Objection.  The plans are misleading in comparing the neighbouring property.  The proposed windows are larger than the neighbour and do not therefore balance in this conservation area.  Full opening doors are shown where there is currently a sash window and the plans do not replicate what is in actual fact existing.


PLANNING PERMISSION GRANTED

0838/08/F Demolition and replacement of dwelling in general accordance with application 41/2328/06/F Moult Lodge, Cliff Road, Salcombe, TQ8 8LD

1436/08/F Rear single storey extension to upper flat, Upper Woodbourne, Woodbourne, Devon Road, Salcombe TQ8 8HJ


LISTED BUILDING CONSENT GRANTED

1461/08/LB Listed Building Consent for re-siting of satellite dish 6 Victoria Quay, Salcombe TQ8 8DB.


APPEAL

0770/08/F Appeal Ref: APPK1128/A/08/2084882/WF – Extension to dwelling, construction of balcony & stairs, internal alterations, new facade treatment and addition of window 2 Garden Close, Devon Road, Salcombe, Devon TQ8 8HF Appellant: Mr Roger Lumby – To be decided on the basis of an exchange of written statements by the parties and a site visit by an inspector.

It was AGREED that town council will write requesting that they be present when the inspector makes a site visit.


WORKS TO TREE PRESERVATION ORDER TREES: GRANT OF EXEMPTION

TPO 086 Register No: 2785 Site: Oversteps, Fraud Road, South Sands, Salcombe – Works Fell Monterey Cypress

TPO 086 Register No: 2745 (No. 16) Site: Highwood, Moult Hill, Salcombe – Works Malus – fell, Eucalyptus – fell


TREE PRESERVATION ORDER: REFUSAL TO CONSENT

TPO 225 Register No: 2770 (No. 9) Site: Mandalay, Main Road, Salcombe – In the light of the amenity value of the trees and impact of proposed works refused tree surgery to Pines T1, T2 and T3.

138. ACCOUNTS 2008/2009

Councillors were provided with an analysis of budget against actuals to date and such figures were APPROVED as attached.  The Clerk was thanked for this presentation and giving the councillors a clear analysis of current funds.
139. JUBILEE PIER

Cllr. Long gave an update on the progress made with regard to the restoration of the Jubilee Pier and Town Council.  The Clerk was requested to check with SWWater what temporary repairs, if any, they carried out to the sewer at the pier.  Also enquiring whether the works were completed and are SWWater satisfied?  This information is to be passed to officers at District together with Cllr Tucker.  Trevor Finch had advised that a soil investigation (survey going down to bedrock to ascertain structural integrity) will commence Monday 13th October and hopefully be complete in one week.  It was noted that this project is in the Capital Programme and has been confirmed to go ahead.  The presentation given with regard to the planning application for the Marine Hotel mentioned sewerage overview and Cllr Mrs Tabiner questioned whether these reviews could be joined together.  Cllr Long noted that such might delay the repair works if officers were to await the Marine development to reach a conclusion and thus this was not felt expedient.
It was AGREED that the clerk should write to District with regard to ensuring progress on this matter stating that this council wish to see the pier reinstated and works carried out immediately.
140. THE MAKING AND ENFORCEMENT OF BYELAWS – CONSULTATION

A report on this document was tabled and it was AGREED this matter to the next full council.

141. CYCLE PATH

Councillors considered the draft plan provided by County wherein proposals to deviate the entrance/exit for the cycle path across the Park & Ride were raised and it was AGREED that in principal the suggested raised bollard together with movement of 30mph zone and repeater signs together with a 4 m wide path through P&R and such opening on to the corner be approved.
142. WORKING PARTIES

Policy Group – At the meeting in August it was agreed to put together a letter to send to parishes along the coastline to ascertain if other parish councils would be interested in a Coastal Community Board.  The draft letter was tabled.  The Mayor noted that a Community Board would give a focus to this sensitive area and felt that all coastal areas have many common issues including second homes etc.   It was requested that the draft letter and proposal be an agenda item for next full council.
Open Spaces - Cllrs. Clark and Mrs Thompson had met with The Berry group to agree the necessary works to the fence and proposed bollard.  It was suggested that the repairs to the lefthand side of the fence (town council property) be carried out and then at later date do such other works can be done to the remaining section.  The post for the SWWater gate is rotten and needs replacing immediately and the clerk is to seek comments from SWWater.  It was felt that the proposed bollard to the Primrose field was not suitable due to the surface of this area.
Cllr. Mrs Thompson requested that two iron staunchens be removed within the Berry as they are dangerous.  The Clerk is to ask Helping Hands for a quote.
Another Open Spaces meeting is to take place before 22nd October.  A Tree Survey was requested of all trees on The Berry, Bonaventure Woods and Redfern Woods to help create ongoing Management Plans of these areas.  Cllr Mrs Thompson advised that Ross Kennerley had carried this out previously and the clerk was asked to make such documentation available to the Open Spaces group.
Planning – Site attendance for each application is ongoing.  Cllr. Long advised that Jen Nixon will be conducting a survey of Salcombe to feed such information into the creation of a Conservation Area Appraisal.  She will be commencing soon but has asked if she can attend the next council meeting to advise and update councillors, this has been arranged.  Her request for other suitable contacts was noted.
Finance – A meeting to discuss the 2009/10 precept is to take place shortly.
143. REPORTS FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 

Nothing to report.

144. REPORT FROM MAYOR
Nothing to report.

145. REPORTS FROM COUNCILLORS
Cllr Mrs Lidstone – Requested that the Enforcement Officer attend Woodcott  to view the fence below Cliff Road as to whether it complies with height for permitted installation.
Cllr. Mrs Furness- Advised of 3 holes in the road at Westbourne, Beadon side.  The sign at the bottom of Batson Hill ‘no heavy goods vehicles’ has been pushed over and is dangerous.  She went on to express concern in the way 4 men in florescent jackets had carried out the yellow line painting, noting that every time they arrived at overgrowth they stopped the machine and went round, poor workmanship to be reported.  It was noted that previous complaints with regard to broken line had highlighted the fact that such are not enforceable.    Contractors had flayed the hedge six inches off the ground and such will therefore grow back over the yellow lines and it will be suggested that such cutting be carried out properly to remove this problem.
Cllr. Mrs Thompson – Noted SWWater contractors removal of earth by the Berry during their works earlier in the year and enquired when this removal is to be remedied as the ground is worn down and it is feared trees will be lost.  

Cllr Long – Advised he had officially taken over as Tree Warden from the Mayor.  He went on to advised that he is continuing to follow up the West Garth site.  He had also contacted the Enforcement Officer due to a mini digger off the lane at North Sides which had been digging into the bank and suggestions locally were that a stables and hard standing were to be put in place.

Cllr Mrs Tabiner – Noted new Salcombe crab traders but was concerned that they are training at Whitestrand from the back of a van and wished to check such permission had been received.  This had not been noted latterly and thus councillors are to observe and report back if there are still concerns.

146. REPORT FROM CLERK
Councillors were advised of the following:

· Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 : 16th – 21st October Roads affected Fore Street and Cliff Road, Salcombe from Market Street/Fore Street to Marine Quay/Cliff Road – Works Stabilising a stone retaining wall at edge of Cliff Road.  Thursday to Tuesday when not working at weekend?  Can Fore Street be 2 way to allow use of Whitestrand Car Park.  Is this first weekend of half term.
· Notice of Service from County of Schedule 3 to the Commons Act 2006 to make provision for the updating of the Commons Register to capture events since 1970.

· Email from Gaille West Planning Officer dated 1st October 2008 advising that the extension at 3 Garden Close meets the relevant criteria for General Permitted Development.
· Email from Helen Smart Planning Enforcement Officer advising that there was no tree protection condition attached to the Beadon House planning permission, there is no Tree Preservation Order on the site and the site is not within the Conservation Area.  She further asserts that the selling of pasties does not constitute a change in planning permission so long as the majority of goods sold are in accordance with their planning calss.

· 1st October 2008 – 2 Copy emails from the South Hams Society relating to Cable Cottage, Cliff Road and Site to the east of Bonaventure Close advising of their objection to such planning applications.

· District letter dated 2nd October 2008 notifying of Parish Cluster meeting and agenda items.

· County letter dated 2nd October 2008 notifying of consultation dates for the Waste Management Proposal for South West Devon.

· District Budget Consultation meeting proposed for 12th November 2008.  No councillors offered to attend.
· Salcombe Swimming Pool Association thank you for grant letter dated 22nd September 2008.

· DAPC notification of nomination of Cllr. Mrs Furness for Councillor Achievement Award Scheme and invitation for the Deputy Mayor to attend on 15th October, 7p.m.  Deputy Mayor Moore to attend.
· Advised councillors that following a presentation to the NHR Breakaway group five people had offered to hand deliver Council Newsletters to all residents in their road.
· Alan Pope County Footpaths advised that there had been one objection to the diversion of the Batson Creek foothpath.  He sought Town Council assistance in ensuring that this fully objector understands the reasons for the diversion order and why Town Council support such in the hope that this will allay such concerns.  The Mayor and Cllr Mrs Tabiner agreed to visit the objector and outline the town council’s support and seek to address any concerns.
· Letter dated 7th October 2008 from member of the public objecting to application 1803/08/F Stoneleigh, Main Road.
147. REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES AND OTHER RELEVANT MEETINGS.
Cllr. Moore – A meeting took place between Chris Lucas, Cllr. Moore the clerk and two other district officers.  Cllr Moore outlined the District thinking with regard to litter bins.  He advised that it had been agreed to remove 2 bins from Cliff Gardens and place one on the roadside along from Cliff House and one at the top of the steps from Cliff Gardens.  A further large capacity bin is to be placed at Whitestrand and one near the Over 60s.  The main agreement secured was to ensure that all are emptied 2/3 times during the high season, 2 times a day during half terms and other such holidays, once every 2/3 days in winter.  Chris Lucas also verbally agreed to supply seagull bags to non conforming (those without the capability to take recycling bins) houses.

Affordable Housing Surgery – The officers had met with Cllr Moore.  He was advised that only one other person had put in for SHLAA and the access was not approved.  Cllr Moore highlighted the issues from the Bonfire Hill development with regard to the allocation system which the officer noted but raised points such as Human Rights etc.  It was advised that sub market rental is excluded from the allocation process.  Such rentals are lower than market rate in that they will not exceed 80% of market rent.  It was also discussed that the property pricing of Bonfire Hill is affordable plus the Salcombe factor which Cllr Moore noted excludes so many people from affording.   They then discussed the section 106 negotiation process and his concerns with putting a planning officer in charge of such negotiations and thus he asked for Salcombe Town Council to be involved from inception to allow Town Council to inform want the community need not officers.  He suggested that a trained negotiator should be put in place to carry out these negotiations.  Cllr. Moore went on to suggest that there needs to be a mix of housing – two bedroom more attractive to retired thus there should be 2,3 &4 bedroom houses for families.  Also studios and bedsits could be considered for youngsters?  His final point was that he was concerned that he had never had sight of the base information relied upon to inform such assumptions for affordable housing.  He agreed with other councillors that town council need to seek justification as to why further affordable housing was required in Salcombe.

148. POINTS OF INFORMATION

SHDC Council Meeting 25th September (2) additional agenda items.
SHDC Agenda & Minutes for Executive 2nd October 2008.

SHDC Minutes of the Executive dated 2nd October 2008.

Kingsbridge & Salcombe Chamber of Commerce AGM 15th October 2008.

DCC Carers advice Poster and Cards.

DPFA Making Sport and Play Accessible training dates - £10.00
DCC Social Care for Adult explained – Revised booklets August 2008.

149. FINANCE
Receipt: ½ yearly precept - £21,000
The following cheques were approved and duly signed.

	Name
	Amount

	Helping Hands – Maintenance Cemeteries & The Berry
	£406.83

	A & G Chapman – Necessary repairs to Town Hall Railings
	£184.48


150. URGENT MATTERS
None received.
151. NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on 22nd October 2008 in the Library at Cliff House, Salcombe at 6.30p.m.
Meeting Closed: 9p.m.
